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CHAPTER I

THE KONKAN

NATURE

HIE worship of mmor Joesl dettics 19 can-

pected Woth such low costes as Goravas
Blopis Marétla hantus, Dhangars aghes,
Murhs Mahars and Muangs in the District of
Rolhapur. It 1 beliered by the Brabmans
that once an imsge i3 consecrated and Wor-
shipped, 1t should be worshipped vnmterrupt
edly every dvy, and he who neglects to nor-
ship such an romage daily focurs the sin of
Brahma hatya or Beahman murder  For thas
reason Brahons generally do not worshyp
minor focsl deities  In former times Bral mana
pped these deitics were
Such Pupdrs were

who
cated by tl eir caste men
compelled to wear a folded dfiotur or waist
cloth, and were forbidden to put on the gandh
or sand il paste marh in straight or cross ines
They were allowed to pat va the (1d or cuea
bir matk of ssndal paste  Another reason why
Brahmans are not the Puzarir or worsl ppers
of such dettics 1s that Brahmany cannot sccept
or partake of the Aaiwe Iya ofring of cooked
1o0d, fowls, cte mide to them  Lower class
preaple can prartake of such offerings, and arc
therefore generally the worshippers or minist-
zants of wynor focal desties

At Palihet in the Ratodgin Disteact, there
are two gramderts, w1z, Jhold and Mhirydy,
and tlh pugares of these desties are respects
1vely a Gursy and a Mahart The pujarit of
goddesses are generslly men of tle lower
castes ‘The guardian goddesscs of the wil-
Iage of Tule, Varavade, Mandirade, and Ria

POIVERS

have Ranbis as these pajorss, while the pugorss
of fhe goddesscs Mahalahshmn, Bhagiati
abakal, and Jogsi are generally chiosen from
the Gueay caste 2 In the honkan the Réuls
(Shudrag) are the pusars of the destses Lathoba,
Bualngth end Bhavan , the Ghads are the
pugare of tle dosties Satess snd Kbhavasesh
war, whle the dettice Mabadev and Mdrati
are waeslapped by puzane Lelonging to the
Gur1v egste ¥ The poddesset Makbagan and
Jakhmita at Sapgimeshwar w the Ratndgin
Dustrict are worshupped by pujaris who belong
to tle Gurar and Bhai eastes respectively
The god Ganpat at Maklncle Ins for bis
puzaria Wani  The pugans of the tewple of
Shisa at Jdoge in the Ratodgirs District are
Vams ¢ Itrs sud thet the pujars of Panda
rik at Pandbaspur i a Rirata (fsherman) by
caste ¥

The pusére of the goddess Narmata at Std-
gdn the Thana District 15 a Kolr whilst
the pujarts of Kdnobs, hbapdobs, and Vetil
ateof the lower castes @ The golderscs
Mahdlskshon of Rolran and Vajreshrats have
their pugarie chosen from the lower caste? *
The puyorse of Jars Aan,Mhasb, Babiroby

Cheda and other dettres wlich are s9id 1o
prevent contagious discages 8rc slwapgmen
of the lower castes ¥

Mardtha, respectivelv, ¥ The prili p b

¥ School \faster, Palshet, Ratodgin,

3 School Saster, Parale, Katodg rl
ool Master, Riépor, Ratnhgiel,

OV g A1 Marer, S84 Thlsg

4

T Shot Master, A 1od oy Bstedd Y

€ s stor Mdabbachy, batads 1
ik Agaani it A Wiy Thist

4 Schoal Mastery

P Subad Mavoer, 3205k dhiad

4 Sibool Master, Pasgase, b b
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guardian goddesses of Chaul in the Koldba
District belongs to the lower castesr The
goddess Mdngdi has always a Mahdr as her
pujari® Everyday the god Shiva isrequired
to be worshipped first by & pujdri of the Gurav
caste. The pujdri of Bahiri, 2 corvuption of
the word Bhairav, one of the manifestations
of Shiva, is a man belonging to the lower cas-
tes, Similarly the pujdris of Bhagavati, Bha-

vini, Ambika, Kalika, Jakhdi, Jholdi, Janni,
Kolhai, Vady4djdi, Shitalddevi, Chandika, ete,,
are persons belonging to lower castes’®

It is considered by the Hindus very meri-
iorious and holy to worship the Sun; and by
Brihmans the Sun is considered to be their
chief deity, The Gdyatri Manira of the
Brihmans is a prayer to the Sun-god or the
Savita Dev, and the Bréhmans offer arghya
or oblations of water to the Sun thrice aday.
{Those who want health, wealth and prosperity
propitiate the Sun-god by prayers and cere-
monies. The Ratha Saptami is considered to
bie the principal day for special worship and
festivities in honour of the Sun-god. On this
day, on a low wooden stool, is drawn, in red
sandal paste, a figure of the Sun in human
shape seated in a chariot drawn by seven
horses, or by a horse with seven faces. This
figure is then placed in the sun-shine, and it is
then worshipped by offering it arghya or
spoonfuls of water, red powder, red flowers
mixed with red sandal paste, camphor, incense
and fruits, Some people kneel dovwn while
offering the aghyes to the Sun. These
arghyas are either three or twelve in number.
Some persons make a vow not to cat anything
unless they have worshipped the Sun and per-
formed the twelve Namaskaras by falling
prostrate and bowing with folded hands twelve
times, and at each time repeating one of the
twelve names of the Sun,*

In the Raindgiri Distriet some people
worship the Sun on the Sundays of the
month of Shrdvan, A ceremony held on the
Rathasaptami day, i.e., the 7th day of the
bright half of Mdgh, is deemed a special
festival in honour of the Sun-god. On that
day people draw, on a small wooden stool,
an image of the Sun, seated in 2 chariot
drawn by seven horses, and worship it with
great reverence, Milk is then boiled on a
fire made of cow-dung cakes in front of the
household Tulsi plant, If the milk dver-
flows to the east, it is believed that there
will be abundance of crops, but if it flows
to the vwest it is taken as a sign of the near
approach of famine, 4 The Sun-god is also
worshipped on the following occasions, eg.,
Trikal, Gajacckdya, Ardhodaya, Makodaya,
Pyatipdt, Makar-Sankrént, Kark-Sankrint
and the Solar celipse,® Though there are
few temples dedicated to the Sun, the vil-
lage of Parule has the honour of having one
called ‘‘ the temple of Adi-Ndrdyan.” Non-
Brihmanical classes are not scen worshipp-
ing the Sun in this district, despite the
fact that the Sun is said to be'the embodi-
ment of the three prinecipal deities of the
Hindus,®

The peaple of the Thina District believe
that the Smastika is the central point of the
helmet of the Sun, and a vow called the
Swastika Vrata is held in its honor. A woman
who observes this vow, draws a figure of the
Smwastika and worships it daily during the
Chéturmds (four months of the rainy season),
at the expiration of which she gives a Brdh-
man a golden or silver plate with the sign of
the Swastika upon it,” Another vow named
Dhanurmds, common to all districts in the
Konkan, requires 8 perspn ko complete his
daily rites before sun-rise, and lo offer a

1 School Master, Chaul, Kolfba,
3 School Master, Poladpur, Koléba,

2 School Master, Akola, Koldba,

% These twelve names are :—1 Mitra, 2 Ravi, 3 Surya, 4 Bbaou, 5 Khaga, 6 Pushne, 7 Hiranyagarbha,

8 Marichi, 9 Aditya, 10 Savita, 11 Arka, 12 Bhasker,
4 School Master, Phonden,
& School Master, Parule,

§ School Master,.De\:arukh.
7 School Master, Anjur.
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guardian goddesses of Chaul in the Koliba
Distriet Dbelongs to the lower castes® The
goddess Mdngdi has always a Mahdr as her
Everyday the god Shiva is required
to be worshipped first by o pujdri of the Gurav
The pujiri of Bahiri, a corruption of

pujiari=

rasle,
the word Bhairav, onc of the manifcstations
of Shivn, is a man belonging to the lower cas-
tes, Similarly the pujdris of Bhagavati, Bha-
viuni, Awbika, Kalika, Jaikhdi, Jholdi, Janni,
Kolhdi, Vadyijii, Shitalddevi, Chaudikn, cte.,

are persons belonging to lower eastes®

It is cousidcred by the IHindus very mori-
torious and holy to worship the Sun; and by
Bralmans the Sun i considered to be their
chicf deity, The Giyatri Manira of the
Brihmans is a prayer to the Sun-god or the
Savita Dev, and the Brihmans offer arghys
or oblations of water to the Sun thrice a day,
‘Those who want health, wealth and prosperity
propitiate the Sun-god by prayers and cere-
monics. The Fatha Saptami is considered to
tie the principal day for speeinl worship and
festivitics in honour of the Sun-god, On this
day, on a low woeeden stool, is drawn, in red
sandal paste, a figure of the Sun in human
shape scated in a chariot drawn by scven
liorses, or by a horse with seven faces,  This
figurc is then placed in the sun-shine, and it is
then worshipped by offering it arghya or
spoonfuls of watcr, red powder, red flowers
mixed with red sandal paste, camplor, incense
and fruits, Some people kneel down while
offering the arghyas 1o the Sun. These
arghyas are cither three or twelve in number,
Some persons make a vow not to cat anything
unless they have worshipped the Sun and per-
formed the twelve Namaskaras by falling
prosirate and bowing with folded hands twelve
times, and at cach time repcating onc of the

twelve names of the Sun,*

In the Ratuagiri District some people
worship Lhe Sun on the Sundays of the
month of Skrdvan, A ccremony held on the
Rathasaptami day, ic,, the 7th day of the
Lright half of Mdgh, is deemed a speeial
festival in honour of the Sun-god, On that
day people draw, on a small wooden stool,
an image of the Sun, seated in a chariot
drawn by seven Torses, and worship it with
Milk is then boiled on n
firc made of cow-dung cakes in front of the
houschold Zulsi plant. If the milk over-
flows to the cast, it is helieved that there
will be abundance of erops, but if it flows
to the west it is taken as a sign of the near
The Sun-god is also
worshipped on the following occasions, ¢.g.,
Trikal, Gajacchiya, Ardhodaya, Mahodaya,
I'yatipdt, Makar-Sankrdnl, Kark-Sankrint
Though there are

great reverence,

approach of faminc, *

and the Solar eclipre, ®
few temples dedicated to the Sun, the vil-
Inge of P’arule has the honour of having one
called ** the temple of Adi-Nidrdyan,” Non-
Brihmanical classes are not scen worshipp~
ing the Sun in this district, despite the
fact that the Sun is said to be 'the embodi~
menl of the three principal deities of the
Ihindus ®

The people of the Thina District believe
that the Swrastika is the central point of the
helmet of the Sun, and a vow; called the
Swastika 'rata is hield in its honor. A woman
who observes this vow, draws a figure of the
Swastiba and worships it daily during the
Chdturmds (four months of the rainy season),
at the expiration of which she gives a Brih-
man a golden or silver plate with the sign of
the Swastika upon it." Another vow named
Dhanurmds, common to all districts in the
Konkan, requires a person to complete his
daily rites before sun-rise, and to offer a

1 School Master, Chaul, Koldba,

3 School Master, Poladpur, Koliba,

% These twelve names are ;~—1 Mitra,
§ Marichi, 9 Aditya, 10 Savita, 11 Arka, 12 Bhasker,

4 School Master, Phonden,

¢ School Master, Parule,

2 School Master, Akola, Koliba,

2 Ravi, 3 Surya, 4 Bhany, 5 Khaga, 6 Pushne, 7 Hiranyagarbha,

5 Schootl Musler,.De\:z\rukh.
7 School Master, Anjure
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temple or a sacred free one-hundred thousand
times ; and for the fulfilment of this vow they
walk round the temple or tree for about seven
or eight hours every day, If they find it
difficult to make up the number of rounds
themselves, they ask their near relations to
assist them in their undertaking

The Moon is worshipped by the Hindus on
the 2nd of the bright balf of every month,
On this day it is considered very lucky to see
the moon, and many people, particularly the
lJower classes, pull out threads from the clothes
they wear, and offer ihem to the moon, saying
“O! God, accept these old clothes of ours
and be pleased lo give us new ones in their
stead.” Sowe people worship the moon on the
WSankasti Chaturthi 4th day of the dark half
of every month; and such people will not
eat anythng until they have secn and worship-
ped the moon on that day. The moon is
not worshipped on the Ganesk Chaturthi day
that is, the 4th of the bright half of the wonth
of Blhddrapad, as it is considered very unlucky
to sce the moon on that night. Itis firmly
believed that any one who sees the moon on
the Ganesh Chaturthi day even by accident will
be falsely accused of theft or some other crime.
In order to avoid this, people who have accident-
1y seen the moon, throw stones at the houses of
their neighbours, and if the neighbours abuse
them in return, the mischiefmakers consider
themselves freed by the abuse from the sin of
having looked at the moon on a forbidden night,

The spots on the surface of the moon are
believed by some to be the rath or chariot of
the god, Others think thai they are lunar
mountains ; but many believe that the spots are
the visible signs of the slain on the character
of the moon-god due to his having oulraged the
modesty of the wife of his guru, the god Bra-
haspati or Jupiter. In the Pardns it is stated
that on one occasion, a dispute arose between

the moon and Brahaspati or Jupiter about the
wife of Brahaspati, cach of them claiming {o
be the cause of her conception, Subsequently
a son was born who was named Budha (Mer-
cury). Brahaspati’s wife, on being asked who
was the father of the child, named the moon,
Thereupon Brahaspati cursed the moon for his
adultery, The spols on the surface of the
moon are said to be the effect of ihis curse,

The moon-ged is beheved to distribute nectar
through his rays, and therefore this deity is
said to have the power of removing discases and
restoring human beings to health, The -moon
is the king of herbs, and all trees, plants, ete,,
thrive owing to the influence of the moon.
Sometimes people place at might, figs, plan-
tains, sugarcane and other catables in the moon-~
light and eat them early in the morning ; and
it is said that those who do so improve in health,
The practice of drinking the moon’s rays does
not prevail in the Kolhdpur district, But
people occasionally dine in the moon light.?

On a full moon day people perform the
special worship of their chosen deity. Onthe
full moon of the month of Kdrtika temples are
luminated, and on the full moon day of
Mégha, yaw corn such as wheat, béjri, ete, is
cooked and offered to the household and other
deities,¥ On this day are also performed the
special rites and cercmonies that are required
in connection with the Kula-devatds or family
gods or goddesses. On the full moon day of
Falguna the Holi five is kindled and worship-
ped. In certain families the full moon of
Chaitra is considered auspicious for making
offerings to family deities. On the full moon
day of Shrdvan is observed the feast of
Cocoanut day, and on this day Brihmans put
on new sacred threads, The full moon is
considered by the Sanydsis or ascetics an

auspicious day for shaving their heads,

1 School Master, Phonde, Ratadgiri.

2 Rao Sahib Shelke,

% In the Konkan the Navdnna Purnimea or full moon day of new food is observed in the month
of Ashwinge, ‘Thisis, no doubt, due to the difference in the season of the harvest.
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The people of the Thidna Distriet beheve that
the rays of the moon influence conceplion. t

Inthe Koliba Dislrict, to sit inan open
place on a moon-light might, is regarded as
drinking the rays of the moon, * The (lon-
gated part of the orb of the wmoon pointing
towards the north or the south is supposed to
forcbode scarcily or abundance, respoetnely s

It is a common bl £ that the moon should
not b scen on tle Ganesh Chaturthi day,
i.c,, the Jth day of the bright half of Bliddra-
pad,

Looking at the moon continuously for a
short time on cvery moon light night is sud
to keep one's sight i1 good order.t

If the Amdrdsya £alls on Monday, Brihman
women of the Thina Ihstrict walk round a
Tulsi plant or a Pipal tree and mahe a sow
to a Brihman.®

In the Koliba District a <peeial ccremony

is held in honour of wmor goddesses on the
8th day of a month, The following things
are avoided one on cach of the fifteen fithes
respeetney —
Kohala (pumphin) dorli (Solinum mdicum,)
salt, ses imum, sour tlungs, o1, drale (Lwmbhe
myrobalm), blopala  (gourd),
padial (snahe-gourd), pdtte(Dolichos Lablih)
masur (Lens esculenta) brinjil, boney, gam-
bling. ¢

The people obscrve a fast on the 13th
(Pradosfia) and the 14th dry (Skitaidtra) of
the dirh hlf of cvery month @ On the 15th
day of the bright half of Chatra, a farr 15
licld 1n honour of the guardian detty of a
village, and lioms, goits, cte.; are offered asa

cocoantls,

sacrifice.®

The followmg arc day s of special importance.

Gudhi-pidea, i.e., the first day of the bright
half of Chaifra:—This being the first day of
the year, gudhis and toranas are hoistcd in
front of every house and are sworshipped.”

Bliu-bjj :—On the 2nd day of the bright
Il of Kdrlil cvery sislcr waves round the
{ace of her brolher a Lamp, snd makes him a
present. 1

The curawony on the Blidu-bij day has come
mlo vogue on account of Subhadra having
ginen a very pleasint bath to her brother
Krishinn on that day. The Court of Yama is
also s1id to be closcd on that day, since he
goes to lns sister; and conscquently per-
sous who die on thit day, howerer sinful they
may be, are not supposed to go lo Yamalola
i. ¢., hell3x

Alshya Tritiya:—On the third day of
the bright half of Vaishdkl cold watcr and
wmnowing fans are disiributed as to\ens for
appeasing the Manes of ancestors. On  this
d1y 1s also celcbrated the birth of the god
Parashurdm.1?

Ganesh Chaturthi:—On the 4th day of
the bright hnlf of Bhddrapad, an carihen
image of Ganpati is worshippcd and a great
ceremony is held in his honour.2® The fourth
day of the bright half of every month is called
Iwmdyala-Chaturthi; while that of the duk
Lalf is callld Sanlasti-Chaturthi. On Lhe
Vindyaka-Chatuidhi day, people fast the whole
diy and dine the next day; wlile on the
Sa’xxl.nsfi Chalurthi day, they fast during the
dav tune and dinc after moon-rise.l?  That
Sn.rzﬁnsli Chaturthi wineh falls on Tuesday is

considered the best 18
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Bhddrapada, * These Sapta-rishis are said
to have been created by the God Brahma
from his own body; and teaching them the
four Vedas, he handed them over to them
and asked them to regulate the affairs of the
world,2

Some people of the Ratnigiri District be~
lieve that the rain-bow is the bow used by
Réma, the hero of the Ramdyana, Its appea~
rance on the east is regarded by them as
symptomatic of the approach of rain, while its
appearance on the west is equivalent to the
departure of rain,?

The short duration of the rain-bow is held
to indicate an excessive fall of rain while
its long duration fortodes a scarcity of
rain, # The appearance of the rain-bow on
a river is supposed to indicate the approach
of rain, while its appearance on a mountain
means the departure of rain,5 Of the two
bows of which the rain-bow seems to be
composed, the larger is believed to belong
to Rima, and the smaller to Lakshman, ¢
Since the God Indra is supposed to send
rain, the Indradfianushye (the rain-bow) is
regarded as a sign of the advent of rain,”

By some Hindus it is believed that the
milky way is a heavenly river which isa
favourite bathing place of the gods,® Others
suppose it to be a branch of the celestial
Ganges which is said to have been brought
down upon this earth by king Bhagiratha.?
Some persons, however, believe that since
the great sage Agastya is said to reside at
Rémeshwar in the southern direction, the
Ganges (the milky way) runs through the
sky to the south in order to bathe him.

Sometimes the milky way is believed 1o be a
white cloud, 10 . .

On the authority of the Maldkéla Nirvén
Tanira, some people of the Théna District
believe that a person who cannot get a view
of the polar star will die within six months;
while others substitute the Arundhati star
for the polar star and determine the duration
of life of a diseased person by the same
process, 1+

The people of the Thdna District believe
that the rain-bow is caused by the accumula-
tion of moisture in the air,22 The rain-bow
is said to consecrate the region over which it
appears *3. The appearance of the rain-bow
in the morning is supposed to forbode the
approach of rain,

Some people of the Koldba District believe
that the loly persons such as Kashyapa,
Arundhati and other sages, who lived
on this earth in ancient Llimes are seen
shining in the sky by the sacred lustre of
their powers,2® Hindu women worship the
planets Budha and Guru (Mercury and Jupi-
ter) in the month of Shravan®

The Sapta-rishis are somewhere called
Klatale and Bdjale (cot)1?, The rain-bow
is held by some to be the symbol of Rdma
and Lakshman, who visit the world in that
form with the view of watching its procced-
ings, Others, however, believe that it re-
presents God Indra.who assumes that form to
see how his orders are executed by his subor-
dinates,1® The rain-bow is said to foretell
good if it appears either at the beginning or
end of the rainy season, while ils:'appea~
rance at any other time is supposed fo
forbode evil.2?

1 School Master, Malhanele, Rainfigiri.

3 School Master, Basani, Ratnégi_ri‘.
b School Master, Navare, Ratnigiri.
T School Master, Malgund, Ratndgiri.
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16 School Master, Basani, Ratnégirie
12 School Master, Rai, Théna,
14 Gehool Master, Mokbada, Théna,
16 School Master, Kasu, Koldba,
Kolfibn,

18 School Master, Chau),
Koléba,
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Hiadus segard tle earthas oneof tler
jmportant de t ¢s and worsl p { on var ous
occas ons It s enjo ned upon Dral mans
to worshpit daly at tle tme of ther
Sandhya s te as well as w1 le perform ng the
Sk a an Tle pesple of the
Ratna, r D stret pray to tle earth as coon
as they leave ther bed in the wornng?
Tleearll s requ red to be worst pped st the
 me of laging t! e foundat on stone of a house
ag well as at the tme of Ly ng g nto use a
newly bu ltJouse 3 S nceatssleld unloly to
sleep on U ¢ bare groond those wlose pasents
de sleep on a woollen clotl on tle ground
t 11 the r parents apn ersargas over ¢ Van
prastas Sanyds s gnd Bral mans are requ red
tosleep on the grourd ® Some p ans men sleep
ontlebar ground dur ng the C7 dlurmas (the
four months of the ra ny s ason) at the exp ry
of wheh they present a bed toa Brilman ¢
It is enjo nted wpon a prnce Lo slecp on the
lare grounl on te eve of te coronat on
157

W dows and women are requr d to slee
on the ground dur ng the r monthly courses

ceremony 1

Vomen wlo e husbards arc away are also to
do fle same® In tle Ratmagn Dslret
Katlo 3 onthe d 3 onwl ch they wst to
be possessed by apartcul r dety or sprt
are requred to sleeg on tleearth,? Wlen
Jeople are on tle pont of deatl (ley are
made tol eon Bl les of darbla grass pl ecd
on te earth 1
a3 well as one who bas obsencl a vow
areto sleef on the ground 1 The follow ng
artcles stould not be allowed to touc! ke

T! ¢ performer of a sacr fce

carth v 2 pearls, t e Shdl gram stone an e age
of tle god Vshow tle Inga of Slva
aconclslell tle saczed (fread of & Brahman
flowers intended for worsl | baslea ¢s and
Gorardan 32

The follow ng lnes are repeated n the
motn ng before sett ng foot to the ground 24 —

O Goddess! who s clotl d (surrounded)
by 11e sea wlose brcasts are mounta ps
anl wlo sthe wfeof V stnu I bow down
ta thee please forg o tle touch of my feet
O Goddess Ear h! who art born by e pow r
of \ show whose surface s of the colovr
of & concl shell and who art tle store housc
of nnuwmerable Jewels I bow down (o tl ee

Sowe women of tle Tlana D str ct wors!
Ueearthdaly durngtle Chaw mar (four
mouths of the r1ny s ason) at the nd ot
which they g se a Bralman a p ece of land or
tle money equ 3l ntof 1% Personswlop r
formapirt ul rete ¢ g tie Solasona a
(2 ow ebsred on sxteen sucs
s ve Mlondays) are requ red tasle  onle b re
ground? At tle sowng and hir cst ine
farmers aj peasc the arth by offer n, t cocon
nots fowls reemsedwt! curl etc  Tle
blood of a k ug and the ballsof r e g ento
the manes of e @ ad are not nllowed to
touct tle ground  People convey to adsts ¢t
11ace the water of the Ganges w tloutjlac g
tontle ground ¢

Tle carth s requred to be worsl ppel
before t1k g s porton of It for sacrfi 1
purposes 3% A 1ess 1 contt n ng water over
wl ¢l nentat ong ha ¢ been repeated is not
al owcd to touch the ground ¥ On t1e 153N
dsy of the br gt 111f of Aehe n every farmer
prepares some sweetmeats n 1 s Louse and

traa

takes t} u tolusfarm Tl erc he gall ers £re

S hool Mage Nevare Raaig
ae

35 hoo Ma e Ad Iank
§5 bood Maser De acnkh Taaig 1
TShoo Ma ¢ Fandg §
1Shooda er Chpun R sher
S hoa Maser Maue FPan
B Shoc Maer hhead A V! Fom 5
1§ hool \hxn {3
+ S oot o B an Fhaos

# School Mas er

- n

Vavas; holba,
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stones, worships them, and offers the swect-
Afterwards he takes
a portion of the food and seatters it over the
farm, s family then gather there and take
a hearty meal, In lhe cvening the person
wlho carried the food to the farm, picks up
some grains of barley and puts them into a
basket, On return home tlic grains arc thrown

meats to the ecarth,

over the hounse

Various conflicting notions are entertained
regarding thunder and lightning.  The people
of the Ratnigiri Dislrict believe that the
clouds arc animals thal roax, When these ani-
mnls emit water it bursts forth on account of
the circular motion of the winds called Chanda

and Munda, This bursting is supposed to

o

produce thunder and hghtning.? Somcwherc
thunder and lightning are said to be the
signals given by the god Indra, to birds, beasts,
cte,, of the setting inof the rainy scason,?
Some penple believe that the ged Indra sends
rain through his elephants who, being exeited,
make a noise like thunder.t

Otliers regard the thunder as the roaring of
the clephant of the gods, while sucking sca-
water, The thunder is also believed to be the
roariug of the god Varuua, the king of the
clouds.5 The boys of the Ratnagiri District
belicve that thunder is a sign of the wedding
ccremonices performed in the heavenly houses
of the gods.® Some Mahomedans believe that
an angel ealled Mckail has control over therain.
To cause a fall of rain Mekail strikesthe clouds
The clouds then

utter a cry, and this is the cause of thunder,”

with a whip of lightning,

Some people of the Thina District believe
that there are big stones in the sky which
strike againsl cach other owing to the force of

the wind, and preduce thunder, The dash-
ing of ihcse stoncs against cach other also
generales lightning 8

In the Koldba District il is believed that
thunder is the military band of the king of
clouds and lightning is lis banner.9 Lightning
is snid to be produced by the fighting of celes-
tial elephants; while thunder is heard when
they pour out walcr.l® Some people think that
thunder is the noise of the feet of the elephants
(clouds) that give rain; lightning is also said
to be gencrated from their foot falli1  The
clouds are supposcd to be the messengers of
gods, lightning being the manifestation of
Davine power. The gods are said to confine
these messengers from the nakshatra of Ardra
to the nakshafra of Hasti, in which latler
nakshatra they again begin to roar,12

Thundcr is supposed o take place when the
god Indra draws his bow; while lightning is
said to be produced when the samc god slrikes
his ndamant against a mountajn23

In the Ratndgiri District it is believed that
carthquike occurs whenever the thousand
lieadcd Shesha shakes its head, 14 It is said that
al onc lime a demon named Gaydsur became
very troublesome, and all the gods held him
down by standing on his body. Thereupon the
demon requested all the gods to remain on his
body for ever. Occasionally this Gaydsur
shakes his body and this causes the earth-
quake,!® Some people believe that the earth
trembles of its own accord when sins accumul-
ate upon it1¢ Others hold that the earth-
quake lakes place in the hollow parts of the
earth,1? Some people, however, believe that
since the earth floats upon water, it naturally

quakes al times.28
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The Hindus being clement worstuppers na=
turally hold in reverence certam nivers, ponds,
ete. In the Rataigirs Dustrict the spring at
Réjydpur, ealled the Rajapurch: Ganga i3 con~
aidered very sacred. It flows from the roots of
n Banyan tree  There arc fifteen Kundas or
ponds, and the prnaipal Kunda always remains
filled with water On occasions a big yatra
fair 15 held and people from distant places
come to bathe and worslup at the spriog?
Some people believe that many of the lakes,
springs, ete, situated in the Kolhapur State are
scred? A spring or rivnlet that flows to the
east 13 considered specally sacred. Itis called
a Surga-Fans spring, and it 15 connidered meri-
tottous to bathe suit,?
kauli in the Ratnagir Distriet 1f a person 13
bitten by a snake or other poisonous rephile, no
medicine 15 admmustered to hum, but holy water
brought from the temple of the village goddess
is gven to hum to drink, and 1t 19 said that the
pitient 1 thus cared ¢ The water fall at Maral
near Devarkitha, where the river Dan takes its
rise, 19 held sacred’ At Shivam {n the Ratna-
girs Dustrict the people use the lirtha of s
desty as med cine for discases due to poison.
They say that it is the sole remedy they apply
There ate ponds at Manors 1

In the village of han

1n such cases ¥
the Goa State, and Vetore in the Savantwads
State, the water of which is used as medicine
for the cuze of persons suffering from the poi-
sonof snskes, mice, spiders, snd scorpions T
Vhen a well 1s dug, the people call a Brabaan
priest to consccrate it, The Brahman takes
cow's urme, milk, curds, ghy swndle pasts,
Bowers, basl lewes, and mee, and mutes

them with waler, and after repeating sacred
mantras over the water, throws the mixture
into the well, After thus ceremony, the people
are at hiberty to drink water from the well ®

Before 3 well expert Is
consulted to ascertun the place where a
spung flows A well is then dug, after
offering a sacrifice to the spirtts and desties
that happen to dwell at that spot A
dinner 1s given to Brahmans after the well 1s
bumlt? A golden cow s often thrown intoa
newly built well as an offering to the water
derties 1 There is a well at Mandangad, the
waler of wlich serses as medicne lo cure
the poison of snakes and other repties 31

It 15 believed that there 13 a cliss of wicked
water nymphs calld dsara who generally
dwell in wells, ponds or rivers, far from lhe
habitation of men VWhenever these nymphs
come across a loacly man ox Woman cutcring
well, pond, etc,, they carry that person tnder
The willage of Mith Bév i the Rat
nagini District 15 a well-bntown resort of these
Asaras, and many instances are given by the
sillagers of persons being drowned and earried
off in the miver by these wicked nymphs A
tank in the willage of Hindalem in the same
district has a sinidar repatation 13 The people
of the honkan believe that water nymphs are
sometimes scen n the form of women near

11 dog, an

water

wells, sivers, and ponds 13 Some say that the
water nymphs and waler spinits confer objerts
desired by worshappers if they sre propitiated
by prayers 4

There are seven kundas, ponds, st Nirmal in
the Théna District, formng a Iarge lake. This

! School Master, Ratadgin,
3 Schaat Master, \Vlnhnvll, Ratadgel.
3 Scbaot Master; Makhaaule, Ratakgir
¥ Schoal Master, Ubbdddnda, Ratadg rr,
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Inke is snid to have been formed from the
blood of the demon Vimalisur. At Shihipur
there is a loly spring of hot water under o
Pipal trce. 1t js called Gangal There are
Lundas, pools, of lol waler in the Jaiterna
river in the Thina District, in which people
bathe on the 13th day of the dark half of
Chaitra® There are also springs of hot water
ont the bank of the Surya river at Vajre-
shvari and at Koknere, in the Thina District.?
A landful of corn, if thrown inte the hot
water Zundas at Tungar, is said lo be boiled
at oncet It is held holy to bathe in the
kundas, of ol waler that are situnted in the
rivers Tdnsa and Banganga in the Thina Dis-
trict.® The watcr of & well which is drawn
without touching the earth or without being
placed upon the ground is given as medicine
for indigestion. Similarly the waler of seven
tanks, or at least of one pond, in which lotuses
grow is said o cheek the virulence of measles,
small-pox, cte.6 A bath in a cerlain tank in
the Mahim faluka is said lo cure persons
suflering from the iteh, and water purified by
repeating incantations over it is also said to be
a good remedy for the same discase.”

The water of a tank or a well is supposed
10 be wholesome to a person of indifferent
Tiealth, if given to him to drink without pla-
cing it upon the ground.S Some people be-
lieve that the water of the Ganges is so holy
and powerful that if bows are thrown inlo it
they arc instantly reduced to powder.® The
repair of lakes, caravansaries, lemples, ele,, is
held more meritorious than their actual erec-
tion.20 It is enjoined upon a man to perform
a cerlain rite if he wishes to relinquish his
1ight of ownership over a well or {ank, and
after this rite is performed, it can be utiliz-

ed for public purposes. But no cercmony s
required to be performed if a well js dug for
the benefit of the publict

The people of the Théna District believe
that water nymphs reside in every rescrvoir
of waler2?  Some people, however, believe
that the water nymphs dwell in those Jakes in
which lotuses grow, These nymphs ave said
to do harm o children and young women,
espeeially when they st out for 2 walk
accompanied by their brother Gavala, They
arc unusually dangerous,2®  The people wor~
ship the images of the following seven water
nymphs or apsaras, viz.,, Mackhi, Kurmi,
Karkati, Darduri, Jatupi, and
Makarj,14

The following places are said to be inhabited
by water spirits:~—the channel of Kalamba,
the tanks of Sopara and Utaratal ang the lake
called Tambra-tirtha at Basscin 15, Water
nymphs arc supposed to drown a person who
{rics fo save another fallen into water2¢ A
species of small men named Uda, otherwise
called water-spirits, are said to dwell in water
and subsist on fishes2® The spirits called
Khais and Mhbashya are supposed to reside in
water 3¢

The river Sdvitri in the Koldba District
takes its rise near Mahdbaleshwar and is con-
sidered very sacred, The following tradition-
ary account js given of its origin, The god
Brahma had two wives, Sdvitri and Géyatri, A
dispute having arisen between them, they both
jumped over a precipice, Sdvilri assumed
the form of a river and fell into the sea
near Binkol, Gdyatri, on the other hand,
conccaled lerself in the river Sdvitri and
manifested herself as a spring near Hari-
hareslirar in the Janjira Stated® A man s
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said to be released from re-birth 1f be takes a
bath i thekund (pond) nimed hatkale tirtha
near Ndsih 1 Bows are saud to be redeced
to powder if thrown 1nto a certamn kund at
Uddhsr Rémeshwar in the Sudhagad taluka 2
KRupolsarga 13 defined to be the diggmg of =
well for the benefit of the public and abandon
g one s right of ownership over it 2
A pond near hhopols In the Kolaba district
18 held very sicred The following story is
related 1 connection withat The villagers
say that the waler nymphs i the pond uscd
to provide pots for marnage festinities if a
wrtten application were made to them a day
previous to the wedding The pots were,
however, requred to be returned within a
Lionted time But one man having failed to
comply with this cendition, they have ceased
to lend pots Another inlerestng story 1s
associated with the same pond. It 1s as
follows A man had fallen into the pond and
was taken to the abode of the nymphs He
was however, retmrned by them after a few
days on the understanding that he would be
recalled {f he spoke of what he had seen there
One day he commumcated fo the people the
good things that he enjoyed there and to the
surprise of all he was found dead rmmediately
after®  Water nymphs are sad o rende in
a pond at Varsai ma the Koléba distrct Con-
scquently persons that are held unclean, e.g,
women in their monthly course, ete, arc not
sllowed to tomchit  The nymphs of the same
lake were once said to lend pots on festive
occasions 3 Itis and that the water nymphs
wsed to provide ornaments for marriage and
other cercmonies If returned within a pres-
ctibed pericd  But some people having failed
to return tf em, they ceased to lend them ¢

A spintt called Girba s supposed to reside
m water It is said to make mischiel with
man i a variety of ways by entiemg hum into
deep water ' The Jakrin 13 51 d to be a daty
reniding n water ®  Persons drowned 1n watcr
are believed to become water-spirits and to
trouble mnocent passers by ®

A mountain near the willage Pale in the
dustrict of Ratnagir: 1s beld sacred on account
of the residence of the ged Gonpat at that
place, For this reason people walk round
the mountain and worslup 1t Tradstion says
that Gaopati was at first ot Gule in the
Ratnagin distract, but on account of the sane-
ity of the place bemg violated by some
wicked persons the ged transferred Ius res-
dence toPule At Gule thereis still a very
beautiful temple of Ganpati though st 13
now i a dilapidated cond tion2? The cave
of the sage Muih kund near Machal on the
Sshysdrl mountamn 13 considered sacred In
the Konkan it fs not held sinfulto ascend a
mountan or a hill, though to mt tpon ats
summit 13 comsidered sinful 3l The il of
Mirye near Ratnagin fs considered sacred
This hill is believed to be a partzcle (meri) of

the mythological mounta:n Dronagur: 12

A hill near Dhérds: in the Théna District
as comsecrated by the temple of a goddes
upon the top.  Thus goddess Is sad to preserve
ships at ses, and people are occanonslly pos-
sessed by ber. Itis said that o Roman Co
tholic priest met instsntapeows desth 02
having insulted ber £

The Bl of Mabdlakshmt s the Dabisa
téluka 15 held sacred, The wllagers €O
der 1t dangerous to ascend thas Bl 02 U8
Rl of the same name is & k=Pl

P aand
goddess Jivadbans, who us;x; I.S-'H

children from small pox.
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two miles from Akelr in the holaba Dis-
trct 15 & hill called Mallikarjun  This
is 33d to be a smll stone fallen from
the mythological mountam Dromagm  This
ll 15 63id to contun many medictl berbs t
The Wl at hankeshwar near ALbig 13 held
sacred and trad tion says that in ancient times
1t bad golden dust mpon it 2 Acase at Ambusall
near Raryat m the holaby district consists of
seven rooms one of which 13 spacious enough
to accommedite five hundred persons  Inthe
sume talul a there 13 another cave st Rondhi-
vane 3

The gods Indr and Varuns are supposcd to
send ram, but it is believed that the god Shiva
fn cluef has the power of causing the falf of
ram, wnd for this reason whenever there 1s 2
scaroity of ramn people pour water over the
Iinga of Stuva natil the whole hinga 13 sub-
In order that there should be a fall
of raim, some people besmear the finga of tl e
god Shuva with ooked rice and curds 5 In the
Ratndgirn District, whenever there Is a scarcity
of ru, people go to the place known as Para-
shuram Rshetra, and there pray to the god
Parashuram to send rain®  Sacrifices are also
offered to Indry, the god of Fain, in order that
there should be plenty of run Some believe
that there arc certan mantris or cnchanters
who by the power of their manfras are able to
prevent the fall of ram ¥

In the Ratnigin Dustrict the following cere-
mony 13 performed by the lower castes such as
hanbis, ctc, to avert drought. Al the male
villagers assemble logether at an appointed
place, and there they sclect one of them as
their Gomala-deca  All of them then go about

merged ¢

m the village frvm bouse to house  The owner
of every lousc sprinkles water over the assem=
bly, and curds and butter milk over the body of
the Gowalidev

#ludha consisting of rice pulse, vegetables,

They are also guen some
etc  After wisiting most of the hooses in the
willage, the nsscmily hetded by the Gowali-
deva go to he bank of a river
cook the food offer it first to the Gowalr-deva
and then pirtake of the remurder as a prasdd
from the Gowala-deva ®
image of the sage Shrengaruh for the purpse

Here ther

Some people make an
of enusing the fall of run ®  Others make an
1oge of Dhondil-desa i order that there
should be plenty of run 19 Sometimes | cople
repeat mantras addressed to Parganva (run)
53 that rai should £all 11 The godd ss Nava

chand ka 15 worshipped in order that there
should be ram
e nite for checking the fall of ram

The Aunbis perform a peco-
They
ask a person born in the months of Jyertha,
Ashadh, Shraran ot Bhadrapad to fetch some
rain-water 1 an al leaf and this s fastened
to the eares of thatched houses by means of a
string Note that, 1f this rite 1s to be perform-
ed in the month of Jyeatha, a person born 1n
that month only fs Tequired and no other, and
50 forth 12 In order to check an excessive fall
of run the willagers sometimes ask a boy to
take off hus clothes and then to catch ran-
water in the leares of the alw plant The
leases containung the water are then tied to the
caves of the house 13 The people say that
during the rule of the Peshwis there wasa
class of mantrsr who had the power of causing
a [ailure of ratn 34 To check the fall of run,
some people ask naked boys to throw burning
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The nite of Risks Panchams 13 performed
on the 5thdav of the bLright half of Bhadra-
pad to make amends for sins commtted with-
out knowledze,
nver, a well or syme other sacred place,
cleause their tecth with the l-aves of the
Aghdda plast, and take baths with sometlung
on the head  They ther take some stones
from that place and worslup tlem as Reshis

On tlus diy women goto a

On the conclusion of the worshp, they prrtike
of fros, On the ! rafa-Sariirt day women
worship o banyan tree or its boughs The
ceremony fallson the 15th day of th~ bright
half of Jyestad Onthe Hantaltla day e

the 3rd duy of the bright half of Bhadrapad,
women make 1omges of carlh of Parvatt and |

her two friends and worsh p them and fast
the whole diy Tle obscrsance of s nite ‘
contributes Lo thar goed fortune
of tender years observe this fast

Even gurls
The wor
ship of Mangila Gauri 15 1 cercmony per-
formed by marned gurls for five su cessuc
years on every Tuesday of the month of
Shrdran, Symlarly, the goddess Mahalskshou
15 worshipped on the §th diy of the bright
al€of lehpin  Onthe Hakar Sunkrant day

women worship a suga ! ® and present it Lo a

Bralman ? 1he S/rea mutha consisls of a
hndlw! of corn ofcred to the god Shisa by
married girls on every Mondav in the month
of Shraran 3

The worship of Shadinanda and tle Holika
Do and the ceramonics of Shravam,
Shraddka and Intyests axe performed by men
alone,!

In some familics of mon Brahmans ona
parcular div, especially on the full moon

day of dsltcin, the host and the hostess put off
thewr clothes and p rform certun family
ntes 5

The women of the Thina District fast the
whole day on the 1:th day of the dark half
of Arhrin, At might they worship a cow,
gie m chanty a cilf anl then take ther
merl. It 15 to be noted that tl s ceremony
called the Jarudwalats s performed by
women wlo have cluldren  On the Haritalika
day some wonsen lve on the leaves of a
Rus tree 8

On the Somaralt Imdrasyas dis women wor-
stip a Prpal tree and offer 1t a huntred
of one hni?

desizous of having 1 son perform 1 certan

and ught things Women

nte at midmght without cloth nz ® If one
wishes to ise a scn one has to go tlrw,h
a ceremony ealld the Hanuman 4 nhed
state @

The god halbhursy 15 worst pped by a
nahed person on the Varla Chathurdass day
(14th 2y of the dirk half of fikeun),
Those learnng tle dark lore ¢ g, muth
marane are alvo requrel to remun naked
while studying it Thuv leaen thislore o an
cclipse day on the bink of 4 suer® Ther te
called Somaga 15 performed by tle lost
when s clothes arc of lus Loly On a
certun Monday in the month of Shraran a
lamp of wheat flour 1s prepared and buraed
by adding gt This hmp 1s regarded as
deity, and 13 worsh pped solemnl, Duzing
the performnce of this ccremony as well
as the preparation of the requiste food, the
host and the hostess are requred to reman
naiked 11
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The Swayambhu (unartificinl) linga of Lhe
god Shiva is supposed to have influence over
the fall of rain? ’

The people of the Thdna Districtl believe
that the following ceremony causes a fall of
rain, Sloncs’ are taken out of a pool and
worshipped, They arc then carried to cvery
house in the village, and water is pourcd upon
them by the inmates,2  There is a temple of
the god of clouds at Virandth in the Thina
District.®

The appearance of a comel is regarded by
the Hindus as symptomatic of a coming
cvil, e.g, a big war, a great famine, or a
terrible contagious discase spreading itself
throughout the length and breadth of a coun-
try.t Some persons {hink thal comets and
shooting slars bode evil to the king.®

Whenever a great person or a very holy

man is about to be born, it is beliecved that

he alights on the carth in the shape of a
shooling star, Sometimes a big star falls on
the earth, and thereby a noise like that of
thunder is produced, When this happens,
people believe that a great R4ja or a holy
saint whose merit has been exhausted is going

to be born on carth, The following verse

from the Mrichhakatiha Ndtak supports {he

view in accordance with which orthodox

people in the Xonkan avoid looking at
shooling stars :—

£RYTER ST AIMAMA | RyFi=T SRR §29%-
qi=r qrerayis 1 9 98 | iie.,

The following four things, viz, the rain-
bow, the fall of shooting stars, the delivery
of a cow, and the decath-struggle of saints or
holy men should not be looked al,” It is
generally believed by Hindus that a child
will immediately be born in the house to-
wards which shooting stars are directed,s
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CHAPTER I1I,

TIIE HEROIC GODLINGS,

Tn the Konkan tle deities of the Hindus
are dvided 1nlo the following five classes,
o1z —

{1) The Gramaderatds or Village derties,

(2) The Sthanaderatus or Local deities

(3) The Auladeratas or Famly derties,

(4) The Iehtadecatas or Chosen de ties, and

(5) The IFdstudevatds or Grihaderatas, that
13, the class of deity wlich presides over the
Touse and a5 established at the time of the
housewarnung or 7 astu ceremony

The principal Bréma-devatas are Hanue
mén or Marut;, Ralka Amb1, Wiégloba,
Chedoba, Mhbaseba Bahiroby or Bhawrav,
Ganesh, Vira, Mhalsa or Maha Lakshm,
Chimunda, Vetal, hhandoba Maltar1 Jogi,
Bhawan, and Wégeshwars and Shwva  In
most villages the chief village god 1s Maruts
.or Hanumdn whose temple 15 sitnated at the
entrance of the village  Maruti 15 cons der
«d to bean aiatar or inearnation of Shiva
a0 15 held 1n great reverence by all classes
A festisal or jatra s held m honour of Ha
numén on the bright hal{ of the month of
Chatra  On this occas on the tewple 15 de
corated with ever greens, ond flowers, the
slone 1mage of the god is newly pamted or
civered with red lead and o, and garlands
of the Rus {Gigantic snake wort) flowers are
placed round the neck of the mmage, cocos-
nnts, plantaing  betel nuts and leaves are
offered to the god, camphor 13 lighted and
weved round tle image, incense is buent,
cooked ford and sweets are offered and momev
presents aremade  Frery worshipper byings.
with lam some o1}, 1ed lead or Cendur, a co-
cornut, a ridd=rupén, ¢, two betel lesves
one betel nut and a copper coin, and a gar-
Lind of Rus flowers  These arc given to the

temple mun strant who offers a part of the
ol and red Iead to the d aty, places the gar-
Yand round tf e daaty’s neck, and, breaking the
cocoanut nto pieces, g vesa piece or two to
the devotee as the prasad or favoured gift of
the deity  Saturday 13 the sacred day of
tle monkey god Mirat: Every Saturday
fresh o1 and red lead are offered to the god
by the devotees The Puyaris 1o most of the
tewples of Marot are Gurays Ghédis Mari-
thas or Gosévis

Lrery Satarday in the month of Shrdcan
(tugust) called the Sampat Shanimwar or the
wealth giving Saturday a special pujs or
worsl tp 15 performed i the templcs of M-
ruti in Bombay as well as 10 the honkan  On
this day people fast the whole day and dime
1n the evening after offening the god Hamo-
mén or Marat a preparation of mnce and
palse called Ahtchads and cakes made of ndid
flour called vade T

There 13 no willage 1 the Konkan which
Lius not the honour of having a temle of the
god Marut, Mérati 1s supposed to guard
the millage agunst enls of all kinds, Care
15 therefore taken to bmld the temple of M4
rul1 at the outskirts of the village 3 Tlere1s
a tradition tlat at the time of leamng the
Dandika forest (the present M{shdrashtrs),
Ramn asked Marut: to reside therein, Itas
for tlus reason, the people siy, that every
village in the honkan and on the Ghats has
a temple of Maruti® The god Méruti 15
worshipped 1n the willage of Wiand on
Tucsdays and Ssturdavs ¢ Ju former days
1t was cnstomary Yo establish an smage of the
god Marul in & newly bult castle or fort,s
Hanumds, the son of Anjam and the wind or
Marut 15 known for Ius loyalty to hus master
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cilled Talv bharane a2t a4t on  every
purmma or fall moon diy The rite 1s as
follows —

A talr or plate 13 filled with cocornuts, frts,
‘betel nnts, saffron, turmeric or bel bhéndar, ete
Then a pot 1e filled with water and on sts
mouth a cocosnut 15 placed This cocoanty
with the pot, 13 then worslupped with flowers,
sandal paste, ete, a lighted lamp filled with
ghu 19 put am the same place and the fals 18
waved irice round the pot, which 1s nupposed
to contan the god hhandoba Fue persons
then Lftup the cocomnut with the fali and
place 1t three Lumes on the pot repeating each
tume the words Elkot or Khande rayacka Elkot
“The cocoanut 15 then broken into pieces, mived
vth sugar or gagr, and 1s distributed among
friends and relitons ss prassd  QOn thus
occasion as well as on the ocessions of all
Ruladharmas, that 15 the days fived for per-
forming the specal worstup of the famly
goddess or family god of each fanuly, the
ceremony  called the Gondhal dunce 15
pecformed  On the same oceasion another cere-

‘mony called Bodan 18 performed by the Desha-
sthyand by the Chutpavans Tt as follows —
An 1mage of the fomuly deity is placed 108
pot or plate called tamkan anditis then bathed
1n the panckamrit, that 15, the five holy thugs,
e, mulh, curds, ghi, honey and sugar Sandal-
paste 19 offered to 1t as well as flowers, highted
lamps and some sweets and incense Fie
women whose husbands sre alive then prepare
fve lamps of whest flour called Kuranands
and ware them thrice round the face of the
goddess or god, as the case may be  All the

Lips are then placed i the plate or tamhan

1 whuch the d-ity 15 kept, and the panchamnits

nad other matersals of worship and fuod and

et cakes are uuzed together  Occasontly
one of the five wumen becomes possessed with
the apinit of the kula-devs or fawily derty and

confers blessings on the members of the family
for ther devotton It 1s believed that those
faoulies which fail fo perform periodically the
Bodan, Tal: and Gondhal ceremonies in
honaur of thewr tutelary detty ate sur to suffer;
from some misfortune or calamity during the
year® The local deitres chiefly worshipped
at Chaul, Kolabs District, are Hungldy, Jakbe
wmata, Bhagawati, Champawati, Mahikdwati,
and Golamba-devl At the sowing and resprog
tunes, people of the lower castes offer fowls and
goats to these dettics, and Brdhmans offer
cocomnuts 2 The local duty of the village
Wavash: near Pen i the holaba Dustrict is
and to possess the power of avertmg evil and
1 accordmgly held  great respect by the
people of many williges m the District
Esery thed year  great faras held, and a
buffalo 13 s1ctificed to the godd=ss on the full
moon diy of the month of Chartra The
Pujart of thus goddess 18 Gurar S Another
cclebrated Sthana-deva m the Rolaba Dastrict
13 Bahiri-Somm of Rhopols It 15 believed
thit o person suffering from smakebte s
cured without any medictme s he sunply resides
for one might m the temple of this goddess
Sacrifices of gonts, fowls and cocoanuts are
made to thus goddess at the time of sowing snd
reapmg  The Pugaris of this deity are known
as Shingade Gurass ¢ The worship of the local
deity Bipdev 15 mouch 10 fasour among the vl
lages of Apta snd the sarrounding places At
the times of sowing and reaping, offerings of
fowls, goats and cocornnts™are mde to Bépder
through the Pujdri® The worship of the
Tocal deities Kolambay, Bhawam, and Giroba
19 prevalent 1 the Chiak willsges 8 To the
Grama-ders of the village of Tale cvery third
year a buffaloss sacrificed and at an nterval
of two years goats arc offercd ™ The doiturs
Shuva and Klkdsare worsbopped with great
reverence st Bakavali in the Ratniguri District.®
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In many villages of the Ralmigiri District
the goddess Pandhar is considered to be the
Gaon-devi or the chief goddess of the
village. The Pujdri is generally o Gurav or
Mardthi Kunbi. On every full moon dny cocon-
nuls arc offercd, and on the occasions of sow-
ing and reaping, goals and fowls arc sacrifiecd
to this deily.r At Devgad there is a temple of
the geddess Gajibii on the sea shore.  The
Pujiriof this goddess is a man of the Ghidi
casle.  On the first day of the bright half of
the month of Mdrgashirsh (December) specianl
offcrings of goals, fowls and cocoanuts nre
maode by the villagers.*  The deties Raval-
nath, Miuli, Vetdl, Rameshwar and Hamunin
ar¢ usually worshipped in most villages in
Ratndgiri. The villagers in the Ralnigiri
District have great faith in their local deities,
and before undertaking any important busi-
ness they obtain the consent or take the omen
of the deity. This ceremony is known as
Laul ghdlae and it is performed as follows :—
Two betel nuts or flowers arc taken and one
of them is placed on the right side of the
deity and the other on the left side. The
worshipper then bows before the deity and
requests ler to let the nut on the right side
fall first if the deity is plensed to con-
sent, if nol, to Ict the nut on the lefi side fall
first. Naturally one of the two nuts falls
first, and they interpret this as  cither
*~-consent or dissent as the case may be. The
villagersdgave so much faith in this kaul that
they mnkckésc of this method of divination to
ascertain wh}tbcr sick, or discascd persons
will recover or die Specinl sacrifices are offer-
ed to these local deitics whenever an epide-
mic like cholera occurs.® In the Ratnagiri
District, at many places, there axe Swayambhyu
or natural lingas of the god Shiva, and over
these places temples ore built. The Pujdris
of these temples are generally Jangams or

Lingayat Guravs. No animal sacrifices are
mude at these shrines.t At ashort distance
from the village of Makhamle there is a tem-
ple of the god Shiva called Amndyesliwar,
The following legend is narrated in connection
with this temple:—The place where the present
temple stands once abounded with Amani trees
and formed & pasture for eattle.  The cow of
a ccrtain man of the village dajly used to gor
lo graze ut this place.  The cow used to give
milk twice, but onc day she gave milk only
once, and thereafter she continued to give
milk only once n dny. 'The owner therefore
asked the Gavali or cowherd to ascertain the
cause of this sudden change. One day the
cowherd noticed that the cow allowed her
milk to drop upon a slone. At this the cow-
herd was so eneaged that he struck the stone
with his seythe so hard that it was cloven in
two and blood gushed forth. He hurricdly
repaired to the village and relsted this won-
derful phenomenon to the peeple.  The villa-
gers came to the spot, and decided to build a
temple to the god Shiva over the stone.
One part of the stone is in this temple and the
other parl swas taken to the village of Kalam-
buri, where another temple was built over it.5
In the Sangameshwar village the Brihmans
also worship the images of the loeal goddesses
Chandukdi, Jholii and Sunkii. In the Kon-
kan the deities Ndrdyan, Rawalndth, Manli,
Datta, Vetil and Shiva are worshippcd every
where,t The following legend is told about
the deity Vetil, the leader of the ghostsi—In
the Siwantwidi State there is a lemple of
Vetdl in the village of Ajgaon,” As part of
his worship it is considered necessary to
offer to this deity a pair of shoes every month,
The people believe that after a few days
the shoes become worn out, The inference
drawn from this by the people is that at
night the god Vetdl goes out walking in
the new shoes.® In the village of Khed
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in the Ratnigien Distriet, a buffalu 1s offcred
to the goddess Redjéy on the full moon
day of Chaitra ¢very third year 2 At Nann-
gre offerings of cucoannts, etc arc made to the
derties Bhasakay, Chal, ete, on the 1st of the
month of Vargashirsha = The Schoolmaster
of Ibrampur states that one of the following
deitis 13 the gramadecata of evesy nillge
the Ratnagiri Distr ¢t t2z Chandkay, Varad
lan Rhiem, Balury, heddr, Viggrga Antaral,
Manava, Salbsga and Vdghambirt A proces-
sion i thair honour takes place 1n the months
of Chartra a1d Falgun The Pujaris are genee
ally ether Gurms or Marathh hunbis, A
ceremony called Palejatra 1s performed 1n the
sowing season, while the Dhal jatra s per-
formed at the harvest time At these fairs
fowls, cocormuts, goats fruts, et ate offered
to thesc detties 2 At Malwan on the no-moon
day of Shraran {August) local deities and
ghosts sTe propitiated by offering to them goats,
fowls, cte? At Palsct an the Ratnigin
District, the god Parashuram 1s the most
wmportant daty  especially for Clitpavans,
He extermmated the hshatriyas twenty one
times, and fiaving no spice for himsclf and
Ius Hrahmans, he asked the se to pronide lum
withnew land  On mecting with a refusal,
Parashuram beeme enraged and wag about to
push the sea back with I 3 arrow, when, at the
instigation of the sca a black bee (bhunga)
cut the string of las bow, sad the arrow only
went a short distance  The people sy that the
space thus recorered from the st ewm to be
ealled Ronkan 3 At Anjarlc there are two local
geddesses Sawmekann and Bt Offerings
of goats and fowls are mide to themsn the
months of Vargashirsha (December) and
Falgun (March), Somclimes hiquor and eggs
arcnlsooffer d  Oferings ean be mide on any

day except Mondny and Ekadashs, Toesdavs
and dund1ys being conuidercd most smitable ¢
At Ubkadands in the Ratnagins District, Rave
alnath and Bhutanath are held in great revere
ence  They are belicved to be ancarnations of
the god Shia  The Puparis are generally
Guravs, Ghédis Raols and Sotars? The
following goddesses which ate popular i the
RatnagmDistrict are believed to be incarnations
of the goddess Durgs, iz \aalh devs, \ ghur

devs, Jakba-durs and Ratkar® At Maral m
the Ratnagin District there 1s a sragambhu
or natural linga of the god Shiva It 1s called
Maleshwar, and 10 1ts honour a faiz s held
on the Sankrdnt dav The chicf local deity
of the Dahanu taloks, Thans District 1s Maha

laksl m
ther two of the sisters beng the Pangala dest
at Tarapur and the Delavadi dew: at Glusals
Goats and fowls arc offered to the Pangala-
des on the Dawra day  Her Pujdriisa
Guriv  Itas sud that the goddess Delwads
used lo Tecerve her garments {rom the sea, bat
now this 15 no longer the case though 1t 13 still
Dbehiesed that the incense which 1s burnt before
Ter comes floating from Dwarka 10 In the
villageof Fdwan there 13 a goddess called
Ashapun whouscd to supply Ler devotees with
whitever they wanted  The devotee was re~
qured to besmesr with cow-dung a plot of
ground ta the temple, and ta pray forthe things
wanted by hun, The nest dav, when be came
tu the temple, he found the desir@ things
on the spot besmeared with cow dung 11 At
Mangion the Pugari of tle local goddess 1s
either the Patil or the Madhasi of the village 12
In the willige of Daligaon cocoanuls are
offered annwmlly to the village Méroti, and
funls and goats to the other local deattes, in
order thit the nillage may be protected against
danger amd discase 1Y It is believed that any

She has seven sis ers and one bro
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Bribman who acts as the Pujdri of the god
Shiva will find his family esxterminated, and for
this reason Brahmans do not act as Pujdris
in the temples of Shiva.

In a few iemples of goddesses like Jakhai
ete. the Pujdri is of the Mahdr castel A
great fair is held in honour of the goddess
Vajrd-bdi or Vajreshwari near Nirmal in the
month of Kdrtika (November). The Pujdri
of the goddess is a Gosivi of the Giri sect.
The worship of Bhimascna is not prevalent in
the Konkan, but tlhe hero Bhima, like M4ruti,
is held in reverence by the gymnasts. Bhima
is not worshipped, but a work called the
Bhima-stavardj is read at the bed of a dying
man in order that he may obtain salvation.
At Ashirgad there is a gumpha or cave of
Ashwathdma, a hero of the Mah4bhdrata, and
it is said that a noise is heard coming from the
cave on Lhe full moon day.2

Wherever a village is founded, it is custo-
mary 1o establish a village deity as the guar-
dian of the village. The deities chosen are
Ma4ruti, K4li, Chandk4i, Varadani, ete. Inthe
Konkan, goddesses are preferred, and on the
Ghats generally Mdruti is preferred. Certain
ceremonies are performed for consecrating the
place to the deity, and sometimes the deity is
called after the village as MarleshwarS ete.
By many lower class people the goddess Pon-
dhar is often selected as the guardian of a
new village. At Shahpur, if the newly found-
ed village is to be inhabited by high class
Hindus, the deities Madruti and Durga are
selected as grdma-devatas, but if it is to be
inhabited by lower class people. ihen such
deities as Mhasoba, Chedoba, Jdkhdi, etc. are
chosen.t Inthe Bassein and Silsette tdlukas
the following deities viz. Mdruti, Chedd,
Chandkdi, and Shiva, are chosen as village

deities. Cheda is represented by a long picce
of wood or stone besmeared with red-powder,
and is placed on the outskirts of the village.
No Brdhman is necessary for establishing a
Cheda. The Pujdri is generally a Kunbi or
M4li,-and he establishes the deity by offering
Sometimes
the guardian deity of a new scttlement is
decided upon by a Kaul. Two or three names
of deities are selected, betelnuts or flowers
are placed on the sides of the guardian deity
of the ncighbouring village and that deity
in whose name the betelnut falls first is
chosen as the deity of the new village.6 At
Chaul, the deity called Bépder is very popular

it a goat or fowls and cocoanuts.?

among the lower classes. It is represented by
a big stone fixed en mortar and besmeared
with red-powder. When it is established for
the first time in a villa ge; a Brahman is required
to make the first pija or worship, but after
this it is worshipped by a Pidjdri of a lower
caste." The Mahars in the Koliba District
select the ghost-deity called Jhaloba as the
guardian deity of a new settlernent.5 In many
cases the deity of their former village or of
the neighbouring village? is named by a
Bhagat or exorcist, who becomes possessed.1?
In the Konkan every village farm is suppo-
sed to be under the guardianship of the minor
godlings, the majorily of which are called
Bhuta-Devatds or ghostly godlings. In some
cases the field guardians are also the Brdhma-
nic godlings like Mdruti and Shiva. To the
Bréluuanic gusrdians of the field, cocoanuts and
flowers arc offcred at the sowing and reaping
seasons, and to the rest, fowls, cocoanuts, and
sometimes goats, are offered. The higher clas-
ses feed one or two Brdhmans in order to pro=
pitiale the deities of the fields; and for the
propitiation of the minor deities of the field
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Bhddrapad (September) in order that the vill-
agers may have a good harvest, and that their
cattle may be protected against tigersand
disease? At Akol, on the day which follows
the Ganesh-Chaturthi, people throw parched
rice over their fields and houses so ihat the
At Mdlid in
the Thédna District, for the protection of caltle,
the god Wighoba is worshipped at night on
the 12th of dshwin which is called the W dgh-
bdras,® In some villages of the Thdna
District the deily Wdghoba or Wighya is
worshipped on the 12th day of the dark half
of Kdrtik, On that day the cowherds collect
a quanlity of milk and prepare a kind of food

rats may not run over them,?

known as Kkir by mixing jégri and cooked
rice, They then proceed to the stone image
of the deity in the jungle, and besmear it with
new red-lead or shendur, They pour a portion
of the sweet milk over the stone, and offer
prayers for the protection of their cattle,
They then partake of the remaining milk,*
At Agdshi and other neighbouring villages,

before the fields are ploughed, the vil-
lngers assemble and collect a  certain
sum of money, with which they buy

goats, fowls, red-powder, cocoanuts and par-
ched grain. A goat and some cocxss are then
sacrificed to the spirils residing in the ceme-
teries and at the boundary of the village.
Cocoanuls besmeared with guldl red powder

arc also offcred to these ghost godlings. A

goat decorated with garlands and red powder
is then made to walk round the village three
times at night, accompanied by the villagers,
who throw ldéhya parched rice while passing,
This rite is called Sima Bdndhane or bind~
ing the boundary, and is supposed to protect
the village crops and catlle. No farmer dares
to sow his seed unless ihis rite has been per-
formed. After this rite has been performed,
every farmer appeases his family deity i.e.
Khandoba, Bahiroba, Kankoba, ete., by per-
forming a ceremony at home called Deopan
or Devaski, which relates to ihe worship of
ancestors. DMost of the farmers regard one of
their dead ancestors as their chief deity, and
represent him in their house by a cocoanut.
They do not enler on any new business with-
out first offering prayers to this cocoanut, and
they also belicve that they can bring evil upon
iheir cnemies by simply cursing them before
the deified cocoanut,
generally required for the worship of this
cocoanut are red powder, incense and flowers,
On rare occasions, goats and fowls are sacri-
ficed, It is believed that the anccslor in the
cocoanul likes to be worshipped by the wife or
husband (as the case may be) of the person
represented by the cocoanut, Some fariners,
in addition to ihe cocoanut, worship a stick or
cap of their ancestor along ith the cocoanut,
and offer prayers for the prolection of iheir
cattle, for good rain and harvest, and also for
the destruction of their enemies,”®

The only materials
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CHAPTER II1

DISEASL

AT Vengurls, in the Ratnag:ri District, when

epdenuc disuases prevanl, the people of
the village assemble and prepare a basketin
which are placed cooked rice, coroanuts lemons,
wine, ted flowers and Udid (Phaseolus radia-
tos) gram  The basket is then catried cut of
the village along with o cock or a goat, and
deposited outside the willage bomdary  To
carry this basket, a person belonging to the
Maher caste 1s generally sclected  The people
of the nextvillsge sumlarly carry the basket
beyond ther nillage Tmuts, and at s finally
thrown intothe sca It 1y beheved that af the
‘Basket of offerings to the disease-detics 1s car-
ried from one village to another, 1t1s sure to
bring the disease with 1t Great care s there-
fore tiken to throw the offerings into the sen
In cases of small pox a feast 13 given Lo wowen
whose husbands are alire, In some cases
bosled mice 15 wuzed with the blood of a cock,
and on the rice 13 placed a burming black cot-
ton wick 1 a cacoanut shell with a little ol in
it The whole 1s then earnied beyond the
village boundary and thrown away! In the
village of Mithiv in the Ratnagin Distriet,
epdenue ducanes ke cholera, small pox,
plague, ete, arc supposed to come from
discase, deities, and in ovder to avod the din-
ger of such diseases the people of the willage
go to the teraple of the willage dety and pray
for protection  The speenal form of worship
on such vecasions 11 the Kaul fe, asking a
favour from the dety  When an epidenic of
plague broke ont for the fiest tme at Sang-
meshwat, the people of the village atonce pro-

DEITIES,

ceeded to worslup the willage deity, but o few
c3ses ot plagae occurred, even after worshipp-
ng the village goddess Jdkhmata  When the
People went to the temple and asked the reason
why the plagne continned, 1t was announced by
the dety through the temple mimstrant that
she was helpless n the case of plague, and
desired the people to worship the god Shiva,
thereby signafymg that the willage deity has
Lumited powers and that the power of averting
great enals lies with Shiva the god of destroc-
ton? In the Desgad Taluks of the Ratnagire
District 1n epidenuc diseases hke cholers, etc,
the usual ceremony, t ¢ the Parads {disease-
searing  basket) 35 performed A basket
containmng  boled mce red powder red
flowers, lemons betel nuts betel leaves ete,
19 preparcd and on  that kept
a burmng cotton wick dipped 1 ol The
basket 15 then carried beyond the village
boundiry along with a goat having n red
flower garland round 1ts neck  The guat
1s set free at the outskirts of the village
In eases of small pox, marricd women whose
busbands are alise are worslipped with
taxmeric powder, cocotnuts flowers etc, and
incense 13 kept burming i the house The
deity of snll pox i also specially worshipped
for a number of days 1t 1s represented by a
Lrass or copper 10ta with & cocoanut placed
over1t  Ths process is called ménd bharane
{e aresnging the materials of worship  The
girls in the house sing songs an praise of the
sunllpox deity  Ttisbelicved that i thus way
the severity of the disease 11 redned *

nce s
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In the Sangameshwar taluka of he Ratnd-
giri District, when epidemic diseases prevail, the
people of the willage assemble in the temple
of the village deity, offer a cocoanut to ihe
goddess, and ask for a Kaul (omen). After
receiving the Kaul they pray for merey. It is
believed that if the Keul is in favour of the
people the discases will disappcar.t At
Achare in {he Mdlwan taluka of the Ratnigiri
District it is believed that cpidemic diseases
such as cholera, small pox, ete., arc caused by
the anger of the deities Jari and Mari; and in
order to satisfy those deities animal sacrifices
are offered at the time of their worship. There
are no other deitics who cause such diseases.?
At Vijayadurg in the Ratnigiri Distriet, in
cases of small pox, the child suffering from the
disease is made to sleep on a silk garment
Sovalen. Flowers are thrown upon ihe
patient’s body, and are given to him to smell,
On the
seventh day from the beginning of the disease,
the child is first bathed in milk and thenin
Black scented powder called 4bir is

thrown on the body. Afier two or three days

Incense is burnt in the house.

water.

an image represenling the deity is made of
flour, which is worshipped, and a feast is given
to Brahmans and unwidowed women.?

At Basani in the Ratndgiri Dislrict the
disease of small pox is averted by a Brdhman
worshipping the goddess Shitala. Brihmans
are also worshipped, and a feast is given to
them,
mic diseases the village deity is worshipped

In cases of cholera and the olher epide-

and sacrifices are made to her.4

At Kochare in the Vengurla ialuka of the
Ratnigiri District, a woman whose husband is
alive is made to represent the goddess Jari
MMari, and is worshipped with flowers, red pow-
der Kunku and black ointment Kdjal. She is

given a feast of sweel things; and rice and
cocoanuts are put into her lap by another wo-
She is then
carried in procession through the village with

man whose husband is alive.

beating of drums and the singing of songs.
This is similar to the Paradi procession, which

is also common in that District.®

At Navare in the Ratndgirxi District, in
cases of small pox, the diseased child and the
person into whiose body the small pox deities
called Bdyds enler, are worshipped with Abir
black scented powder, flower garlands, &c.®

At Pendur in the Miélwan taluka of the
Ratndgiri District the wrath of the female
deities or Métrikds is suppased to be the cause
of epidemic diseases, and these Mdirikds are
accordingly worshipped for their pacification.”

At Chaul in the Koldiba District the god
Shankar is worshipped by Brdhmans when epi-~
demic diseases prevail in a village. The wor-
ship cobsists in repeating Vedic hymns. The
nine planets are also propitiated by sacrifices of
boiled rice, etc. Therc is a famous temple of
the goddess Shitala at Chaul where the deity
is worshipped by Brihmans, who recite Pedic
hymns, whenever small pox prevails in the
village. The mantras of the goddess and the
Shitala Ashieka are also repeated in the
Paurdnic style. The women walk round the
temple every day as long as the signs of the
The
goddess is worshipped with turmeric and red
powders, and clothes and fruils are given to

discase are visible on their children.

her. The Kaul ceremony is also practised in
this District.
Musalmdns ask for a Kaul from this goddess.
The days fixed for Kaul are:—Sunday,
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. The morning

auspicious

1t is worth noticing that even

hours are considered specially
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for the Kau! There 13 another temple at
Chaul, of the goddess Shri Golaba Deu
“Thus goddess is also worshipped when other
epdemic disesses prevail 1 the village
Saptéhaie contatuons worship for seven days
a3 also perfored in honour of the dety  The
gradeners (Mdh) of the village worship tins
deity every Tuesday mormng with cocoanuts
gnthered from every house n the wllage  Thus
tenple is being reparred at presunt U

When epidemc diseases prevad in the ullage
of Poludpwr of the Kolaba Dustrict the god
Shiva 13 worshipped by continuously pouring
Seater over the derty's head or binga  Sacrifices
of frusts and amimals are also offered to the
wllage deity Where there 15 a temple of
the dety Mén or Mohsman, the deity is
worshupped throtgh a Brahman, and saerifices
of cocks and goats are offcred to her  The
Acity named Shitala 1s worsbhipped [ coses
of small pox 2

At Vévashi i the Pen taluka of the holaba
District, m cases of epidemic discases, the
people of the village nvoke the god Shiva, and
holy fizes called homa are kindled in honour of
that god  Sacnfices of boded tice are also
offered to the desty  Tor averting small pox
the daty Stntals is insoked by the mantras
called Shitala Astaka  Tor averting fevers the
gods Shankar and Vistow are afso worshipped #

At Medhe m thie Rohe taluka of the Koi{ba
Disteict the god Shuva is worshipped m
order to avert an epidemue, and Honumdn is
worshipped to avert fevers ¢

Ar D853 in the Salwite taluka of the
“Thins Distyiet, when an ep demic prevals ma
willage, the goddess Navaehands is worslupped
and the Homa 19 kindled, in Ler honour, On
the Last dvy of worship a goatis sct frec as o

sacrifice to the dety, Nhe Bali i e, the offer-
g of boled nice, and the gost are taken
beyond the boundary of the village, and
Tinded over to the people of the neghbounng
vilisge, who follow the same procedure, and at
Iastboth the sacrifices are thrown mto the sea
The gost generally dies, as 1t does not get
water and food till it resches the sea ¥

In the yilage of Anjur in the Thaua Dis-
Arict, n cases of fong standing fevers the
Brahmans observe the coremony called Udak
Shantv or proptiation by woter It 13 as
follows:— An carthen pot filled with water
18 placed on the ground  On the top of the
pot 18 placed a round plate in which the smage
of the god Brahmadev the son of Vishou s
conseerated  Tour Brahwnns sit on the four
sudes of the pot and repeat their Vedic hams
These fuur Brahmans are supposed to be the
four mouths of the god Brahmadey It s
Teliered by the peuple that by perforrung thas
cercriony the fever 1s made to disyppear ¢

At Réiin the Thana District some people
beliere that malarial fevers are averted by
placsng aecretly aznall stone un the hiead of the
god Hanuman T

In the Kolhapur District the nine planets are
worstupped 1 the louse to ward off discases
such 0s chelorr, small pox, fevers cte  The
guddess Lasmuis worslipped m order to avert
small pox, the worship bewng generally pere
formed 1 a grden ot & grove of mango trees,
wlen parched rice, toconnuts and lemons are
efferedtoher  The people assembled at the
spot. partake of the food  To avert feser, the
people perform & certun ceremony orduned
w the Skastrar  If the sick person is soppo-
scd to be under the evil influence of the planet
Saturn, the planet 18 moked by Tepeating the
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mantras, and worshipped with the usual offer-
ings. Garments such ns a Sdri and n Choli are
offered to the goddesses Miri and Kalubii,
When an cpidemic disease such as cholera
prevails in a village, the people of the village
instal the deity Margai at o place where four
roads meet, and worship her for seven or cight
days with much ccremony,  Lvery one brings
offerings of cocoanuts, lemons, ambil or conjee,
cooked rice and curds, cte, with the beating
of drums to offer to the deity,  After worshipp-
ing the goddess in this manner for cight
successive days they sacrifice o Bali of a
he-buffalo before her, The deity is then put
upon a bullock cart and carried through
the village with the beating of drums and much
ccremony, to be  thrown away beyond the
village boundary along with the offerings 2

Epidemic diseases are not attributed to
witcheraft at Devgad in the Ratnigiri Dis-
It is believed that they are causet by
the nccumulated sins of the people® Inthe
Dipoli taluka of the District

epidemic diseases are attributed to witcheraft

trict,
Ratnagiri
by low easte people,  The power of averting
such discases lics in the hands of the village
dcities. They are thercfore propitiated by
the sacrifices of cocks, goats, and cocoanuts.®
At Polidpur in the Koliba District, epidemic
discascs are sometimes attributed to witcheraft
by low caste people,  Persons well versed in
the mantras of evil spirits are called Bhagats
or cxorcists, Somc of them keep evil spirits at
their command, The poor people believe that
what these cxorcists foretell is sure to occur.
It is belicved that the spirit dwells on the
tongue of these exorcists, When these spirits
are hungry, they are let loose in the village by
the sorcerers for the deslruction of the people,

thus causing an cpidemic, When a spirit is to

be destroyed, the people of the village:
assemble in a mob and attack the sorcerer, a
small quantity of blood is taken from his
tongue and water frem the carthen pot of a

It is believed
is  permancntly

Chimbhir is poured upon it,
that by so doing the spirit
destroycd and the sorcerer cither forgets all
his mantras or thcy become incffeclive, The
spirit is called tond bhut, and it somctimes
troubles even animals

At Chauk in the Knrjat taluka of the
Koldba District, the people believe that the
devotees of the Miri deity bring on cpidemic
discases by the use of their mantras, and in
order to satisfy them, offerings are made
to the deity Mdri which are laken by the
devotecs or Bhagats® At Vide in the Thdna
District cpidemic diseascs are attributed to
witcheraft, There are some women who are
supposcd to bring on, or at least foster, the
growth of such diseases by their evil mantras.
Such women are threatencd or punished by
the people, and sometimes they arc even driven
out of the village® Inthe village of Anjur
of the Thiina District, if a man vomits blood
accidently and falls ill, or dies, it is believed
to be due fo the act of Muth Mdrane,
that is, the throwing of a handful of ricc over

If

there be any sorcerer in the village who has

which incantations have Dbeen repeated,

learul the same incantations, lic alone is able
{o return the Mutl to the sorcerer who first
used it At Shirgavm in the
taluka of the Thiana District, when cpidemic

Umbergaon

diseases prevail in the village, the people of the
village take o turn round the village in a
body and kill a buffalo, A Bali or offering
of boiled rice, cocoanuts, cocks and goats is
also offered to the deities that cause epidemic

diseases,B

1 Rao Saheb Shelke, Kolhipur.

3 Schaol Master, Anjarle, Ratndgiri,
5 School Master, Chauk, Koldba.

T School Master, Anjur, Thina.

2 School Master, Mitbdv, Ratndgiri,
4 School Master, Poladpur, Koldba,

6 School Master, Vide, Théna,

8 School Master, Umbergaon, Théna.



| S0t X o
st A Sk
astelr “-\b‘"m\““\

N0% Rt .m\\m““‘“ >



3 I'olLALORL OF

T KONRIN

some prrsons in the Anjarke villwe who give
sucl amulots and ehirns? In the Chiplun
talul s of the Matn fgiri Distriel the following
articlos are used for wirding discraes=—Copper
anulcts, blaek cotton strings, and holy water
over which eorlun mantras have boon ropeoated
by the evordist.? AL Poladpar in the Kolib
Distriet, blaek eotton srngs are ticd round
the arm m eases of mhirinl fovers. Some
maniras are ropeoted o eses of punoan the
pght or LfU <ide of the body, Besides ti
mantray come <gns and figures are drawn on
bireh Jowes, and ticd round the armoor il
noek of the putiont, Wonen who wish to o
cluldren worr cach Bhiek cotton strings and
At Vv o the Keliba
for the (vorcism

copper anmldds ?
District mantras are m oo
of diserses such a6 Tinor and aplon affeetions
Tor e verdising oye diseorss bk cotton thred
is ted Lo the car VAL Chanh i the Karjal
taluk 1 of the Kol ibay Distriet, whes are applied
to the body of the ek poeson attor repoating
certat manfras over them® AU MLLd im0 the
Thina Districts for exorersing diseases ewsed
by (vl spants, eertiin botters of the Nrisinha
mantra are wnlten on 1 reh leaf) and the
Teaf is ticd round te arm of the sich man wath
a copper unulet Inoorder to drive out the
cul spinit pormmently, the god Nresinlie iy
worshippad, and swr dfiec s kandlad to pro-
pitiate the ddity  Tor the worship of Nrsinlna
the mimstrnt requred must be 1 regular
desotee of Nrwsinha, md he must also be
a DPanchdlchari who knows the
mantras of il sprits ® In the  villige
of Shirgion in the Mihim tduka of the
Than District, in addition to copper amuleds
and blich thrends of cotlon, mantras of
Musalmdin sunts or pirs are m vogue for
exorcising dsease.” At Kolliipur, the higher
classes perform the religious ceremony called
Anushihén 1o propitirnte Shiva, the god

e ong

it forcioed of the diseed porson,

of destruction. m order to avert disease,

{
and also mike vows to the came daty, The

Jower elnars offer cocoamuls, fowls or o wost
They somctines go to the cvoreist for naht;
in the natne ot the ood, and apply them to
Copper
amulots nnd cotton strings given by the evorcist
arc also Lid round the neek of the sich persan s

At Adivarc in the Ratndgiri District the
following practiees arc adapied tor driving out
avil spirts thit cose diseise,  Inonse g
burnt before the oxordisl, drums are beaten
and then the csoreist Uikes v burning wick in'
hic Iind and Frightons the disoised porson by
strihing the ground with 4 ¢ e or o broom of
peradh fordlurs, Heo o crics gut loudly,
e then dravws ont the cul spirit from the lm(iy
of the dise wsad porsons and puts i in a ottle,
which is cither crened out of the il 1ge and
buricd under gronnd near a big tree or s
thronwn into the s ®  In the s mgameshway
talul t of the Ratndgiri District, the process of
ovorcising is smnctines accomprnicd by doane-
ing wd loud erics, The pereon who suffers
from el spirits is tiken (o Narsoba's Wddi in
the Kolhdpur State where pativuts are hedieved
to find a cure,?  In the Deviead taluka of the
Ratndeirs District the «voreist, when possessed,
do s not danee as at olber places, bul fredy
uees abusive opithcts to drive out the evil
spirits; and on such occasions the threats are
repeated foudly hy the evordist 12 In the
D.ipoli taluka of the Ratmigiri District, dane-
ing is ustd v exoreism, While dancing, the
evoreist makes a show of diff'erent hinds of fits,
They are similir to tiose made by a person
suffering from hysteria, He also stands and
wways> lis bady to and fro for somc time, then
assumes a screne and quiet attitude, and begins
to cry out Joudly *2 There are some sorcerers at
]).‘méqon in the Kolidba District, who dance and
cry :ml loudly in order to drive out the evil
gl).u"lli from the body of the discased 13 At
AM4lid i the Thina District dmeing is used
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13 Schoolmaster, Dfsgaon, Kolidba.
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mexor sm  The following is 2 d serip 1on of
one of thes dances  Songs of the d-ity whicli
18 to b spnmoned on the o ¢ision are sung
along with the music of the T'al {1 kind of
<cymbil) and the besting of druns called
Ghuma'  The Ghumat 15 an earthen jar the
lawer and upper ends of wich are covered
over with leather The man 1n whose body
the deity 13 to make its appeafance tikes lus
buthand sits by th side of 1 sonll praver
carpet etlied fam A small quantity of mice
{about a ser) 13 put n front of the earp t and
a copper pot filied with water 33 placed on the
nice  The musicins begin to strke tlor
mstrument witha Joud clash, and the cxorcist’s
body begins to shike The shaking of the
boly 19 a sure md caton of luy beng spiet-
possessed  He then sits upon the earpet and
begins to throw grams of rice into the coppe
pot contaming witer gnes out the nime
of the pirticulir sprit with wlach he »s
passssd and the camse for which st hay
attacked the pitient  He than expluns
the measer s and nites by wlich the spint can
bedewenout Thep opl abd= by his dirente
1ons and the patient 1s thus cared *

At Padzhe i the Thana District when an
«evil spirst 15 to be dnven ou* from the body of
the patient, the latter is ashed to hod m Ius
mouth & Lelclnut or a lemon  After some
time the bet Inu or the lemon 1s putnto s
Dottle the bottle 1s then tightly corked and
Duried und rground A copper pot 15 filled
with water, and the diseased person is ashed to
hold the pat upsid= down  If the water runs
out 1t 1 beliened that the spint bas dis
appeared 2

In the village of Ed#an of the Thina Dist-
rict, daneing s praclissd m e s of spinit
possession, but w15 T sorved to pmong the lower
eistes only  WWhile dancing tlie sorcerer cries
out loudly, and throws gruns of Udid (Phasee
olus radintus)on the bods of the discased person?
after repesting certun mantrar, Tlis nt
I8 styled Bhdrant or the proness of charming

At Rolhapur, danciug 1s 1ot o d 1mesor 1sm,
but the people suffermz fron enil s nrits son
tines dince and ery out Indly  Some of
them loosc their Lot while dneing and cien
strihe thair hends  Some qmurrel hike comba
tants, and sonie ¢f them try to mahe speeches
Iike orators  Therc 15 1 temple of the gnd
Shrt Dutta at N\ars ahwadi an the Ralhapor
Statey to which people suTerm, from il spirts
ar. brow ht for a cure  These peaple ery vut
Tuudly when the palmqmuof the Sirams aha
raj 18 carmed througa the vl , and spirits
wstally quit th bodu s of tho e viekuns at thus
tne for s sad thit tha cumot tear tue
proumity of thy Srame Mahara;  Patints
are lso curred by resd g i the nillage for s
certun period  On thius 1 count the sillage ot
\arsobihtwadi 15 comsd red vers haly A
Ung festinal 1s celebrat d mt w village annu-
ally on the twelfth div o1 the dark half ot
fshein (October)  Teasts o guen tu the
Brafinans the cxpensts b omy borne by tae
Kollapur State *

Inthe Singameshnar talua s 3t te Ratnagim
Dustr ct the Bhagat or cxor ist 1s Tuspected by
the lower caste people 1 s dutues wre to 15k
akaul fromthed nv oa belnlt ot th peope
and to alleviate thew sufervgs  Hes appoint-
ment 18 heredatary the el £ omember of the
family gencrally followimg U profession of
Ins fatlterd In the Deypad tiuka of the
Ratnagir Distract low cluss pople are afrnd
of or trers becaus hey mu lt enjur them st
they are offnd d  Taev ther for or car
ful not to cousc them displeasur  There the
profession of 1 sirccrer or exorent 1s mit
hereditars Anv one wlo learns the wicked
mantras after altending regutarh the burial
nd burmng grounds for some davs becomes
an oexpert and man follw Ahe profussion b
In the Malw an taluka of th Ratnign Dis et
the chief function of the villige sor crer sty
worship the village d v All hands of gifts
and pr senls intended for the d oty are made
tirouh ham  His professiun s her ditary

3 Schoot Master Milgd, Thina.
3 Schoot Master, Ldwan, Théna-
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and hie is mueh respected by the ignorant
puoplel, At Fondn in the Ratnigiri District
the cvereist is not appeinted, but one who ean
satisfactonly interpret or explain to the village
deity the suffcrimgs of the poople is guorally
scleeted.?

In the Vengurlt taluka of the RatndgiriDie-
towet, the ehicf function of the village sorecrer
is to find remudics for the cure of porsons
suffering frow cvil spurste. This position ameng
the people of the low elnsses s considered
bigh. e follows the hereditary profession of
a sarecrer, and generally the eldost <on sue-
ceeds i father.?

At Chidhran i the Panwed talubn of the
Koliba District, Bhntes a ceaste of beggars,
are the devolees of a gaddess. Some of them
are ealled Bhagats.  Devrishis are very rare.
The fference baiween s Devrichiandn Bhagat
is as follows =\ Derrichi romores the vl
spirits by simply ropesting the mantras while
the Bhagat vromoves than by brmging the ol
spirit indo his own body and by dancing, cte.?

At Chanl an the Koliba Distriet, Bhutes go
begaing in the norming cvery day for the first
mue days of the month of Ashwin (October),
On the tenth day the Bhutya as given a puee
from cvery hovse.  These Bhutes are devotecs
of the goddess Shahti, At Sasawane in the
Kolaba Distrct the village soreerer comes to
beg cvery day and is gven rice, ete,, but
during the first mne days of the bright half of
Adshwin (Octoher) heis given copper coins,®
At Anjur in the Thina District the devotee of
a particuler god s called Bhagat, and one who
knows how to summon or cjcet ervil spirits is
called Bhutya.
knows the mazfras for warding off the great

A Devmisln is a person who

evil spirits such as Brakma Rdkshasa, Brakma

Samband, cle. These three classes are res-

FOLALORL O THL KONK.IN

preted only for performing their respeetive
dutics, and not othcrwise.”

At Kollidpur, the sorecrer is never appointed.
His Functions are to ash o hawl from the deity,
to pray for the welfare of the people, and
esplin to thon what he sees in his dreams.
He holds no position in higher socicty, but the
poor people who hehave in him are afraid of
him. Sorcorers are generally vory cunning;
they frighten poor peaple, and obtam from
thom prosonts and gifts for the ir mnintenance.?

In the Vingurly talukn of the Ratndgrei
Distriet red flags are hoisted on Bansan, Pipal,
and Umbar trees, and on cerlain occasions
offcrings of coins and cocoamnuls are made, Tt
is believed thal swhen the three hinds of trees
happan Lo grow together, e, close ta cach
other, noar a wddl or on the bank of a river,
the god Daltta resides ther, but such eascs
are very rate. These trecs are supposed to be
the baunts of the Munja spint, and thercfore
copptr coms wanvad round the persons suffer~
mg from ol spints are thrown urdarncath
thom, this
taluhas In the Dipoh taluka of the Ratndgiri
Distriet, the Banyan and Pipal trees are
worshippcd.  The former is worshipped by

There are no sacred wells in

women on the full moon day of the month of
Jestha (June) and on the no moon day when
1t falls on Monday. On these occasions a cotlan
thread s tied round the tree, and offcrings of
zlass buads, cocoanuts, fruits, cte., arc made.
These trees are also worshippcd with offerings
of coppcr cons, cte.®  In the Dipoli taluka,
there is a certan place between the two villa-
ges of Anjarla and Harnai where persons pas-
sing by that side throw omnec or two stones,
causing thereby a heap of stones there. Itisbe.
licved that by doing this the person who thross
such stones gets md of his itch.  This  place

1 School Master, Bundwade, Ratndgir.
3 School Master, Ublidddnda, Ratnigirt,
5 School Master, Sasawane, Koldba.
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Is called Girjobs Hands and feet made of
wood sre alss offered by persons who make
vows to do 80 when their hands or legs are
affected by any discase? At Ibbrampur 1n
the Ratndgm District offerings of cotton
thread, copper cows, and frut are made to
Banyan and Fapal trees on the full moon day
of the wonth of Jestha (June) and an every
Saturdsy 1n the nonth of Skrdrean (Angust) 2

At Vasanje i the Panwel taluka of the
Koldba Distrct, offerings of cows, ete, to
sacted trees are made at the time of Parmany
(a festival)  For instance, when the no moon
day falls on Monday, the women worslup the
Papal tree, and on the full moon day of Jestha
(Jime) they worship the Banyan trec The
custom prevails af the worship of a well by
women after their delnery A woman, after
completing the perod of ler confinement or
ceremonia) impunity, 1s taken to a well, from
which she has to bring home water, and 19 re-
quired to worshup the well with the following
waterals, 12— cotlon thread, copper coins,
coconnuls and such other fruit as can be fud
on the veeasion 3 At Varsaim the Pen taluka
of the Kolébs District, offerings of cotton
cloth, copper ¢owms, ¢o.oannls, betelnuts and
plantuns are made to the Dangan, Prpal, and
The
Pipal, Tulss, and Umbar trees are worshipped

Unmbar trces, and also to holy wells

daily by women an tlus district, wlule the Ban
Fon s worshipped on the full moon day of
Jestha (Junc)  The materials of worship
are ~ tice, frmts, water, sindilpaste, Aowers,
mingoes and gack fruits 4

At Malad in the Thana Distruct, the Bane
yan tree 13 worshipped by women of the Dt
jas,re, of the twice bore castes, vn the full

moon day of the month of Jestha  Copper or

silver cows and frug are offered to the tree
These offermgs are taken by the Bralman
priest, who explans to them the tcdes of
worship
some moncy asa gt
obsersed by women by fasting for threc suce
cessne days, from the 13th to the 15th day of
the bright half of Jestha (June) The Pipal
tree 13 worshipped daily by sone men and
women of the Brahpnin caste

The Brahman priest 15 alss gien
Thus Frata, 10, vow, 19

Women wall
round thiy trec for a bundred and eight times
or more daly Some persons hold a thread
ccremuny for the Pipal tree in order to obtain
a son, and worship the tree for a certun

periwd, Tt 15 worstupped with frmt and cop-
per coms W euden ceadles are also offered to
the tree  Wells are worshipped on ausputous

days such as Parramt by women of the upper
castes ¥ At Padglc in the Thans Distriet the
Banyan trce 15 worshipped on the full o oon
day of Jestha, and the Prpal 1s worshipped
every Saturdsy m the month of Bhraman
{dugust)
before the perfurmance of 1ts thread curemony,

The Pigel teee 18 not worshipped

and ats thread e remony 15 not perforn ed till the
tree bears at least one thousand leaves ¢

At holhapus, the Banyan and Pipal trees
are considered very holy, and offerings of
rags, coms,ctc, arc made to them ltisa
custom gwong the Elindu women to worship
the Bangan tree on the full moon dag of Jes-
tha
to ibis trees and copper or silser coms are given
ny dakabana
el s gold, mher, or copper of the Banyen
trec or of its leaf, and present 1t to the Brah~
toan priest along with 2 present of money
All these ntes are required to be stricily pere
formed 23 enjoined 1n the Shistras T

Oferings of cloth and frint arc made

Some women make a small mo-
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Al Nigothane in the Koldba Distriet, it is
believed that men who are well versed in the
maniras of wilcheraft and sorcery sometimes
transfer diseases from one person to another ?
Vaccination is believed to be a wcthod of
transferring disease to other persons?

At Maldd in the Thdna District a method
of transferring discase from one person to
another is in practice moong the Shudras, It
is as follows :(—A woman without a child cuts
secretly a little picee from the garment of a
woman who has children, She then burns the
piece, puts the ashes into water, and the mixture
It is
believed that, by so doing, the cvil spirit of

is then drunk by the barren woman,

the disease thal is troubling the barren woman
is transferred o the other who has children.
The
disappears, and she begets children,

barrenness of the first wonan then
It is said
Lhat if the second woman comes to know of the
nmischief  before using that garment, she
discontinues the usc of the same, and no harm
is done to ler’

In the Umbergaon taluka of the Thaua
District the methods of transferring disease
are called Muth Mdrane i e, 2 bewilched
Jime is sent to the person to whom the disease
is to be transferred, Various manh.'as are also
secretly repeated with ihe object of trans-
ferring the disease Lo an enemy *

At Kolhdpur, therc are no methods of
transferring discase to otlter persons, but it is
said that the following cercinony is practised
in the case of persons suffering from swellen
glands. Rice, Udid grain ete, are tied in a
yellow cloth, and three knots are made in il,
This is then kept for one nighl under the

pillow of the diseased person. It is taken out

the next morning and thrown away al a place
where three roads meet, It is then supposed
that the person who steps on the bundle first is
attacked with the diseasc, and the one for
whom the rite is performed is cured.”

At Devgad taluka in the Ratndgiri District
it is believed that evil spirits are fond of
things like a cock, cocoanuts, boiled rice, ete,,
and when a person considers himself attacked
by evil spirils, these things are waved round
Iis body and thrown away at some distance
from his residence, Thisis generally done in
the evening, but if necessary it can be done at
any time, The person who goes lo throw these
things away is prohibited from looking behind,
The things required for a bali, i, ¢, oblation,
on such occasions are boiled rice, red powder,
and an oil lamp made of black cotton wick.®

Inthe Vengurla taluka of the Ratndgiri
District, when a person is suffering from any
discase for a long time, and when ordinary
medicines prove to be ineffective, a goal or 3
cack is waved round the body of the patient,
and are then put beyond the village boundary
or taken away by the While
performing this rite, the man must repeal

sorcerer,

certain mantras,”

At Fonda in the Ratndgiri District, the use
of scapegoats is resorted to in cases of persons
supposed to have been altacked by evil spirits.
Curds and boiled rice are waved round the
body of the discased person and thrown away
at a distance from the house. In some cases it
is said that the ecock which is waved round
the body of the sick person dies instantane
ously.®

In the Malwan taluka of the Ratndgiri Dis-

trict the scapegoat (often a cock) is waved

1 School Master, Ndgothane, Koliba.

? School Master, Mdldd, Thdna,

§ Réio Sabeb Shetke, Kolhdpur,

! School Master, Ubhdddnda, Ratndgiri.

2 School Master, Navare, Ratndgiri,
4 School Master, Shirgaon, Théna.
¢ School Master, Mitbiv, Ratnagiri,
8 School Master, Fonde, Ratndgiri,



FOLKLORE OF THE KONKIN

39

three times round the sick person and thrown
into the strect, The man who gocs to throw
st awsy 15 prolubsted from looking belund,
Burnt cowdung ashes arc thrown out of the
door after the man has left the house, and the
door 15 closed at once *

In the Dipoh taluks, cocoanuts, curds,
bolded rrce, turenc pawder, red powdes, cacks
e'e.are waved round the body of the sick
person and taken beyond the villsge boandary
of to a big tree supposed to be haunied by
evil spints, and 10 some cases these things are
thrown away where four roads meet 2

In the Rdjdpur taluka of the Ratndgir
Dustrict seapegoats are msed by the low caste
peaple, while Bréhmans use cocoamats, boiled
rice snd copper come 3 At Kilse in the Rat-
nign District eggs, cocks, goats, ete arc used
as seapegoats  These things are waved round
the body of the patient, and taken beyond the
willage Lunits or far from the residunce of the
sick person For this mte a man from the
Ghédi, Guriv, Rdval, or Mihar caste s in-
vited at mght, and he s paid in cash for us
services !

At Iblrampur i the Ratnggiri Distreet, the
cocks and goats used for drlvmg out eml

spirits from the body of the patient are not
thrown away, but are eaten by the exorcist.>

At Navre in the Ratnigis Dustract, hens
are used to cxtract the paison of snake bites
from the bodv of the sufferer Inm eases of
el spurds alove, eocoanats, cocks and gaats
are used as seapegoats,t

At Dasgaon 1 the Koldba Dustrict, s Parads
(basket) contaiung black glass beads, bangles,
tarmenie and red powders, sweetmeat of five
sorts, flowers, cocoanut, a burmng sceated
stick, and nice, 18 waved three times round the
body of the patient, and thrown awsy outside
the willage 7

At Kolbdpur, the use of fowls, gasts, humes.
cocoanuts, copper comns, dry chullies and salt
15 1n vogue, not only m cases of sick persons,
but also when a person perforaws a feat such
a3 bending an iron bar, or doubling with lus
hands a siher com, or winning a wictory in
wresting  The articles arc then waved round
him and thrown away in order that he may
not suffer from an evil cye. Among the rich
the same rite 15 perfornted on ordinaty occas
si0ns such as lewing a hoose, startng on a
Joursey ete In cases of allness 3t 18 specislly
performed in the evemng, and the articles are
theown away at the outskirts of the village,
or by the side of & well ®
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buricd, and a tomb called a vamddhi ss crected
over st} anl hus descendants, instead of per-
forming the anowsl Shraddla, worship the
tomb of the recluse every day, It s believed
that the spirits take a different form after the
The belief that
the spirits of the dead are rcborn n the same

lapse of seven generations

family prevails awong the peaple of this dis-
trict  The following measures are edopted for
the purpose of 1dentificition  When a person
dies 1 1 family o basid or bel Teaf 15 placed
on a certain part of the body or some famihar
sign 15 made in sandal paste ; and when a ehild
is born in the faunly its body is errefully
exammed to ascertain whether there are anv
signs on the bodv of the eluld su~h as were
made on the d-ad body of the ancestor If
the same sign appears Lo the satssfaction of
the members of the faunly, 1t s believed that
fuc dead person has bren reborn n the same
famly 1

At \avare in the Ratnigin Dustrict Brah-
wans are v ited, worshipped and gen a feast
10 honour of ancestors Sadhuy and Mahants, or
sants, are worshipped by giving them the s
Tionour accorded to the fanuly deities 2

At Basani 1o the Ratafgin Dustrict the
anniversiry dsv of sumts 15 observed by the
performince of a Bhajan, which consists in
singing the good decds of sunts and 1z offering
pravers It as beliesed that spirds are mortal,
but they da not die bike ordinarv humanbeings
‘They ccase to existas spints as soon as the
The sprrits
obtun  absolution by visitmg c-rtun hely

perwod of their release is over

places

At Dabtol in the Ratniguei District the
people believe that the souls of ancestors are
reborn m clnldren in the sime family 1f some

of their desircs remain unfulfilled at the tme
of their dewnse ¢

At Stiride in the Ratnagin District ancess
tors e worslupped evers vear by performing
the ntes ealled tarpan, which consist in offering
oblations of hols water, sesymiuw, barles geamns
The tarpan 1s obsor
ved on the very date of the month in which the
person died  The procedure of worslupping

and repeating pravers

he Thndu st 13 sumbyr 1o thay ef 11 € other
Owing to the b Licf that the spimt
of the dead are reborn i cluldren 1n the same
famly the nwe of the grandfather is given

derties

to the grandson &

At Naringre m the Ratragim taluka ances
tors are worshipped by snuting Rrahman
pricsts, and  worshipping them with gandal
paste and flowers Trabmans are
supposcd Lo represent the father, grandfather
and great yrandfather of the worslupper v

At Bandnade in the Ratnagin Dustrict the
leavis of the harb called pudina, (2 good medie
cine for worn s)sesamuny and darbha grass are
The
man who worships the ancestors has to turn lis
sacred Ul rend from the right hand to the left.T

At Anjatle in the Ratnagr Dastrict Vahants
and Sedhur are worshipped m ther hfi-
tme ke Fannly deities and their {ombs are
worstupped afier ther d=sth &

At I ond«in the Ratnagiry Dustrict ancestors
are worshitpped by mahing balls of boiled rice
on thew nnna cesary diy The balls are suppos-
ed 1o take the place of the d-nd parents and
they are worshipped with sandal paste and
flowers and by butamg mcense and highting a
Iamp of chrificd butter  Betelnuts and Teases,
cocoanuts and Dakshina (prosents of monev)
ate giventothem People also bow before ther

These

required for the worship of ancestors
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Malants and Sddhus are worshipped by wash-
ing their feet, sandal paste is applied to their
body, and they are garlanded with flowers,
Cocoanuts, a piece of cloth and a gift in coins
are given to them according to the means of
the giver, Il is said that spirits can remain as
spirits for about a thousand years,!

At Vijayadurg in the Ratlndgiri District
the method of worshipping ancestors is as
follows:—In some cases elderly parents as well
as a grandfather and great grandfather are also
worshipped, their feet are washed with water,
and the water is accepted as tirth or holywater,
While worshipping the Mahants and Sddhus,
or saints, water is poured on their right hand,
and they are worshipped with sandal paste
and flowers, and given a dakshana or gifis of
money according to one’s means and will.
‘The pddukas, or foot prints, of saints arc
worshipped after their death.?

At Mitbdv in the Ratnagiri District holy
persons such as Sanydsis are worshipped after
their death by performing iheir anniversary
ceremony is believed thal

spirits are mortal, Evil spirits such as munjas,

every year, It
ete, undergo a kind of transformation, and
it is believed that this occurs at places like
Narsoba's Wadi 3

At Devgad in the Ratndgiri District ances-
tors are worshipped on their anniversary days,
the manes being represented by pieces of
Darbhe grass and balls of boiled rice,*

Al Poladpur in the Koldba District a person
whose father is alive but who has lost his
mother's father, has to perform the Shrdddha
of that grandfather on the 1st day of the bright
half of Ashwin (Oclober). This Skrdddha is
called Duhitra, A person who has lost his
wife has to perform the Shrdddha for that

wife on the 9th day of the dark half of the
month of Bhddrapada, This day is called
Alev Navami, These different sorts of Shrdd-
dhas arc observed only by the high class.
Hindus.
ancestors on the last day of the month of

The lower classes worship their

Bhddrapada by preparing a ball of boiled rice
or flour, and putting it out for the crows to eat,
The
ceremony called Narayan Nagabali is per-

It is believed that spirits are mortal,

fornied when it is believed that the spiril of an
ancestor is giving trouble to the family, When
this rite is performed, the spirit is saved and
It is believed that the
spirits of the dead are somelimes reborn in-

the ailment ceases,

children in the same family, and in such cases-
the names of the ancestors are given tv their
children by the people.®

At Khopoli in the Karjat taluka of the
Koldba District the form of worship of ances-
tors is similar to that of the ordinary Hindu
deities. In the case of the worship of the
deities the person performing the worship has.
1o sit with his face towards the easl, while at
the worship of the ancestors he has to sit with.
his face towards the south,S

At Chaul in the Koldba Disirict, the tombs.
of Sanydsis, i.e, ascetics and Sddhus are wor-
shipped on their anniversary days, and a great
fair is held in their honour,

tors are worshipped by the shrdddha rites, The

The other ances-

anniversary of the founders of the different
sects is observed by their followers by a
bhajan, i, e, singing songs in their own style
and exhibiting the different insignia and flag
of the sect as advised by their founders,?

The people of Chidhranin the Koliba
District believe that the period for which the
soul has to remain in the spirit state depends
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worship this Pir with fetters on one’s Jegs, and
it is helieved that, at the time of worship, the
chiains break off' 1

There is at Dahibiv in the Ratndigiri
District a tomb of a Hindu saint named Shri
Anand Murti, to which the people of that
Jocality mmke vows when severe calamities
befall thews, and it is believed that the saint
listens to their prayers®

When a Brihman assumes the garb of a
reeluse or Sanydsi, e is considered by the
people as sacred as o Hindu ged, and is
worshipped with great reverence, provided he
abides by the rules eontained i the shastras?

There is a toeh of a Pir at Biawa Milanpad
in the Panwel taluka of the Koldba District,
where the people make vows to the Pir, and it
is beheved that the Pir fulfils their wishes,
Hindu saints such as Riwmdds, Dnydneshwar,
Ndmdev are held in great honour in this
District.?

There is a temple of Ndgoba al Avasin
the Koliba Distriet where persons suffering
fromn snake-bite, if earried to the temple while
still alive, are said to be cured.®

At Kawad in the Bhiwandi taluka of the
Thdna  District
Bralmdchari named Salklirdm Bdva who has

there is a tob of a
been deified by the people of that District.

A great fair is beld at the tomb cvery year.0

The following instance is given of s miracle
at the tomb Sakhdrdm Bdva of Kawad, A
man suffering from fits showed an inclination
to go to Kawad to read Guru Charitra for
seven successive days.  He was taken to that

place accordingly.  Afler his arrival, he

continued to suffer from these fils in the

worning  and  evening at the time of the
worship at the tomb,  Once during the fits he
said that hie would be free from the disease if
s, 200 were spenl in giving u feast to the
Briahmans at Pali. The relatives of the sufferer
agreed to arrange accordingly, and instantly the
man put his head on the Samddhi (tomb) and
threw himself on his back, Ie came to his
senses after ten ninutes, and from that time he
was completely enred,

to the Brihmans at Pdli) and Rs. 200 were

A feast was then given
spent over it as promised.  Another instance
of miracular power is cited, and that is of the
priest of the goddess Mahalurmi of Kolwan,
This priest goes up and hoists the flag of the
gaddess on a steep hill which no ather person
can ¢limb, and it is believed that he can do
this only when the spirit of the goddess en'ers
his body,7

At Unmibergaon jn the Tiiina District there
is a miracle-working tomb of a saint called the
Ditdr “Pir”

Kawnd, a Hindu sainl, is held in high honour

Sakhdrdmbiva  of Angaon

in this village.® At this place it is a'so believed
that some of thie Pirs walk round the village at
night, and their fombs are said to be scen in
motion, The Ditdr Pir is worshipped cven
by the Hindus of that Joeality.®

At Shirosi in the Murbdd Taluka of the
Thina District, Sakhdrdnbiva of Kawad, Dev
Mamlatddr, Chandirdmbuva of Khed, Narayan-
buva of Nanuri, the Swdmi of Akkalket, the
Swimi of Kumbhar Peth at Kolhdpur, and
the Dandekerbuva of Rijdpur are the principal
saints held in hononr by the people.1°
TAt Médnikpur in the Thdna District it is said
that a bright light or flames cmanate from
certain tombs of Musalman saints.11

1 School Master, Sakharane, Ratniigiri,
¥ Schoa! Master, Adivare, Ratndgiri.

¥ School Master, Akshi, Koliba.

! School Master, Padghe, Théna.
 School Master, Umbergaon, Thdna.

? School Master, Niiringre, Ratndgiri.
4 School Master, Chauk, Ratndgiri.

¢ School Master, Vdda, Thdna.

B School Master, Dahiinu, Thiina.

10 Schoo! Master, Shirosi, Thdna,

11 School Master, Mdnikpur, Thdna.



FOLKLORE OF THE KONEKAN

45

At Uniela in the Thana Distnct {t is said
ihat flames and smoke are gisen out from the
tombs of certmin Mahomedan sumts sitnated 1n
the locolity  These fames appear and
disappear very soddens 1

In the Kolbépur District people believe that
the Samddhi of Swam Anandmbrts, who was
a disaiple of Ragbunath Swami of Bhramansl,
shakes on the Shimardtr dav, that 1s the 13th
of the dark half of Magha, snd an the Ran.a-
nawam day 1, e, the 9th of the bri ht Ilf of
Chastro, at the tme of the worship called
Bhajan  Awong the tombs held most sacred
by the Hindus of the Konkan may be taentioned
the following 12 Bhuywng Swim of Lokapur,
Rémdés Swimi, the Samddhi of Shri Shankara-
chirya ot Slirgien, Chntamen Swam: of
Morgud, and the Samedis of Mangslourty
Morya at Clunchwad near Poona  All these
Smwamiz were Brakmachans ar bachelors, and
tlicy spent therr Lives in the service of God and
preached virtue and morality to the masses,
‘Fhiese damadhis axc of two kands (1) of s1mts
after death, and {2) of samts on the pomt of
death  The thurd kind 13 colled JVal Samédhs,
ve ummersion in water, but no tomb of the
latter kind 1s to be found in this Provinee  ft
19 sud that, 1f a hme 1s placed abose Lhe Samd-
dht of Bhuyangn dwanu, it begins to shake at
the ture of the Irfi ccremony. The present
Aisaipleof Bhujengs Swam sits m (Samddisy
»editabon contintiously for four to aight days
There presals o behiel at Kolhdpor that the
srams whose body 13 buned m the tomb at
Chunchmad s still aline Some yers ago when
the presunt duseaple of the Chinchwad Swame
was anxious tatake Samadh, he hada dreamin
winch the sredmu in the tomb told hum that he
was still lnng in that Samddh, and that theres
fore there was no need for Ins diserple to take
Samédh  33¢ was thus obliged to forego the
projest, The Peshoras of Poons, who were
stamch devotees of the Clunchwad swdmi, and
by whose fasour they were rused to n position

of soctal equatity smong the Deccan Brahmans,
gronted an Inam of some vilages for the
mamtenance of this Samddis, and the British
Government hase allowed the descendants of
the smdms to retan the Inam., The followmg
arc the ptmeipal Musalman swints who have
been deified in the holbypur District—

(1) Béha Jamal, (2) Ghod Pir, (3) Bara
Imant, (4) Avachit Par, (5) Buran Sakeb
and (o) Mira Saheb of Miray Al hese
Pirs have becn supplied with annual grants of
moncy by the Rolhdpur State 2

At Ubhedanda 1n the Vengurls taluka of
the Ratnigin District some Hindus hasve adopt-
ed the worslup of Mahomedan sunts, Maho-
wedan Pirs arc worslipped in the month of
Mokarram  On these occamons IHindus beg
m the town m the disguise of Fakurs, and the
olms thus obtamed are offered to the Pur
They make offerings of water tothe Purs, while
the tébuts are bang carned to the sea for
But this practice 1s being slowly
discontintied,*

At Bandiwade 1 the Ralnigin Distrs
Hundus offer cocoanuts end khickadi to the
Purs 28 the bime of the Mohareaw, and at son e
places a Jamp 15 kept burming evers Mondav in
henourofa Pirt

At Rilbudevi in the Ratndgirt taluka there
15 8 tomb of a Musalman samt who s worsbip-
ped by the Hindus  Sumidaele there 15 a Par
at Goonhkdd: w the Rajapor taloha who 1s
held i reverence even by high caste Hindus «

At Ade n the Dapohs (alaks of the Ratnamn
Dustrict there s a tomb of & Musalman sunt
which 15 worshupped by the Hindus including
the Brahmans The bulding and also the
mosque in that sitlage have buen repared from
contributions obtaincd fromhighelass Findas ¢
Many Hindws of Devagadin the Ratnigin
District worship Musalmansamis, Oceastonal-
1y they offer cocoanota to fabuts, and throw
red powder oser them  They also make vows
to the Purs 7

mmersion
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There are two Pirs at Vijayadurg who are
warshipped by the Hindus, The same practice
prevails at Rijipur and Khirepitan 3

At Chank in the Karjat taluka of the Kolibn
District some Hindus worship Pirs, The
members of the Kethkar family of Clinuk are
the Lujdris or ministrants of the Musalmin
saint known ng Bidca Malangad, This shows
that Brilmans  worship  Musalman
saints?

The tomb of Bavé Mdlangad situnted in
the Koliba District is worshipped first by o
Brihman and then by Musalmdns, The Brib-
man worshipper performs this task wmore for
the pecuniary benefit which he derives from the
worship than from faith in the divinity of
the Pir? ’

At Poladpur in the Mahid taluka of the
Koliba District there are no instances of
Musaludn saints being worshipped by Iindus,
but persuns wishing to have children  make
vows lo Pirs, and children born by the favour
of such Pirs ave required to assume the robe
of a Fakir during the Moharram festivitics,s

cven

The practice of worslupping such saints
exists at Khopoli in the Koliba District.
Persons in trouble, or desirous of gelting
children, make vows to the stint Tmdm Hussein,
and when their desires are fulfilled they dress
themselves as Fakirs and beg at certain places
duning the Moharram festiaties.> A certain
Lakshman Gangddhar Joshi of Rewdanda in
the Koliba District is the Mujdmwar (priest or
ministrant) of a Musalman saint Chanseralli
and he holds an Tndm in conncction with his
office of Mujdmar of the saint’s Darga 6

At Akshi in the Koldba District there is a
tomb of a Pir which is sworshipped by lower
class Hindus such as XKolis, Madlis and
Bhanddris7

The Hindus of Bhuwan in the Murbid
taluka of the Koldiba District worship the Pir

of the loeality, It is said that the cultivators
of the villnge onze lost their eattle, and that
a Falir attributed the loss to the rage of the
Pir. Since that time Lhey are eareful to worship
the saint, and the result is that there Las been
no disease among their cattle. They offer
Malinda i. e. bread and jdgri, o the Pir every
Thursday.®

The Hindu inhabitants of Maldd in the
Thina Distriet sprinkle water over the roads
by which the tdbuts are to pass, and allow
their children to pass DLeneatls the fdbuts,
Some  throw swectmeat on the f(dbufs, and
distribute the same to the poor.?

At Shirgaon in the Mihim taluka of the
Thina District some Hindus make vows to the
locnl Pir and take part in the tdbu! procession.
They pour waler over the feet of the tdbut
bearers, and throw abir (black scented powder)
nnd flowers on the tabuts, They also distribute
o the fakirs Malinda, or Khichadi e

The Mujiwar (priest) of _the saint Walli
Amir Shaha of Shahipur in the Thina

District is a Mardtha by caste1?

In the Kolhipur District Pirs are held in
great reverence by Hindus, They make vows
to the Pirs in order to get a son, and when
their object is fulfilled they offer a preparation
of Til (scsamum) and sugar called Remad:i,
and other swecets called Chonge, Malinda and
Pedhe at the time of Mokarram,  They also
give Fakiri to their sons in the tébut season,
Some of them even bring a tébut and Nl
sdlieb to their houses, and spend much money
on them for illuminations, cte, They dance
from one Ndlpir to the other saying that the
Nalpir has entered their bodies.
through the strects they cry out very loudly
the words ‘Yalli Dhulla’.  The holiday of the
Moharram is obscreved for ten days. On the
tenth day the tdbuts and the Nélpirs are taken

While going
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tothe rner for the purpose of numersion
While rturming Yome from the ruser with the
bundle of the Patha of Nalpir on thete heads
they cry out londly the followng words
“ {labidaye ala yo  Hasan bam
alidoshake sultan altida” On t)e Unrd day
after the mumersion of fabuls mto the ruer,
the Pirs devotees kill a goat n the mmeof
ther prtron Pir and wnke 4 p epsration of
the gont s flesh called Kondars t

The fullowing rites are i rogue for the
cure of barrenness 1 the ilsge of Dabhot iz
the Ratmagirr District ~(t) Valkung rounl
the Papal tree duly, (2) Obscrsing a fast for
sixtcen successtse Monds, (3) Perforuang
fhe worshup of Shina after obstrimg the
aforesnd fast

At halhe an the Malwan taluka of the
Ratnigirs D strect a bareen woman ts required
fo walk round a Pipal free every du m the
wormng, and of the burrcness be attrbuted
to the disfavour of any duts or the attack of
an esit spunst, the sumie deity o the eul spant
15 invoked and worstapped by the wounan hee
self, or throvgh a medwm whe kuows e
approprinte male of worship 3

To steil an carthen mage of the God
Ganpats, to ke a cross or 4 Swedsithe on the
Vodies of children with markmg nut anl the
weeship of the god Maruts or some other
powerfut deity at midnighy s the no v oon by
a beren woman, alter duesting herself of Ter
clathesy are ruril muthods for the cure of
barrenness otsersed at Anjarle and other
phices m the Dapols Diluka of the Ratndging
Dasteict ¥

At Tanlisade i the Ratnlgirs Distnct
copper amu'ets and blick cotton steings are
uied to evre burrenuess  Some people mrke
yows tv a partienlar deity, and sone perform
the ute of Nagabah ™

Ledasha

To walk round Popal and Umbar trees to
aressimbulate the teople of a particalar
dests, and to nrike yows to that deaty, to recte
or he reated L holt scaiptare Hareeansha,
are methods m practice for cute of barrenncas
at Achee sn the Malwan taluhz of the
Ratsynn Distrue ¢

At Vigagatarg n the Rataagiss Distent at
i belsed that beatng a wownn ot the tue
of an «ipse 13 one of the surest n thods of
cusin, birremness  some people gne chinty,
obserse fasts ceton dutns and
ke vows to thoo to whtam childen 7

At Ubhslinly s the Ratnagin Dustrict
seal ng the wd 1of hrishar when o 2y bang
wors'upped on the §th day of the diek half
of Shraman (Avgust) the b et dyy of the
god Krisbny, and pulting + cocowut or a
betelnnt n ats place 18 belesed to be the best
methid of curnz barrenmess ¢

At Chauk 1n the Rolabr Dustrict, 1y vame
plan of sterl ng the ol of the god Arsfna 1a
vlserredas a cure for baerenness  But here
the 1 D}as returned with great pomp and re-
Placed m is orrganal phice 36t v the burth of a
chid  The godhings Hanuman and Harwan
Tur e alw wordupped for the cyr of
barrenness ®

At Poladpur in the Rolabs District the
fayounte method of curing barrenn ss 1 to
obtain copper 2 nalets and bhich or red (ottun
slrings from a Falue 39

woiship

The falywing are the methods i vogu-~ tor
the cute of barrnness at hbopolt in the
Folabs Dustnict

(1) To inqmre froma corcercr the cause
of barrenness, and then fo perform the rutes
mention @ br um

(2) Yo use copper amulets and catten
strings taken froma Manfrik | ¢ ane well
versed in the mantras

+ Réo Séheb Sbelke, hol dpar,
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(3) To walk round the Z'ulsi (basil)
plant or the Pipal or Banyan tree daily in the
morning after worshipping it.

(4) To feed another woman’s child, or Lo
give milk to a child.2

At Néta in the Koldba District, a woman
wishing to have a child is required to strike
with a knife the Jack, the Tamarind, and the
Itisbelieved
that by so doing the woman will bear a child,
and the trees will also bear flowers and fruits.2

At Medhe in the Roha taluka of the Koldba
District, the following methods are in vogue
for the cure of barremmessi—

(1) To worship the god Shiva and to
observe fasts on Mondays,

(2) To worship the god Ganpati and lo
observe fasts on Sankasthi chaturthi i, e, the

Chémpu trees during an eclipse.

fourth day of the dark half of every month.

(3) To walk round the temple of Méruti
and Pipal and Umbar trees every day, in the
morning.3

At Padaghe in the Bhiwandi taluka of the
Théna District, images of Rdma and Krishna
are put inte the lap of a barren woman cn
their respective birthdays 7. e., the 9th day of
the bright half of Chaitra, and the &ih day
of the dark half of Shrdmwan, Cocoanuls are
also placed in her lap with these images.*

At Mdnikpur in the Thédna District the
goddess Shitala is worshipped by women to
cure barrenness. They observe fasts, and go
to the temple of the goddess bare-footed with
their hair loose and throwing milk on their
path. They offer to the goddess wooden cradles
and children’s toys in fulfilment of their
vows.?

At Shirgaon in the Méhim taluka of the
Théna District, it is said that ihe repetition
of the mantra® Santdn Gopdl jdy” is resorted

to as a cure for barrenness.S

At Widdc in the Thana District,women make
vows even lo minor deities such as Chedoba
to get rid of barrenness. They also use copper
amulets and cotton strings procured from a
sorcerer well versed in the use of mantras7

At Dahigaon in the Thdna District the
worship of the god Shri Satya Ndardyan is
held to cure barrenness, Some women also
distribute to the poor jdgri equal to the
weighl of a_child.®

At Dehari in the Murbdd taluka of the
Thana District, the village deity Dehari Méta
is invoked and worshipped by women for the
cure of barrenness.® In the Kolhdpur District,
the help of the family deities and of the
Women {ake

turns round the Banyan, Pipal and Umbar,

household deities is invoked.

trees. Some make vows to the gods, and
perform certain propitiatory rites as well as
the Ndrdyan Ndgabali, It js believed that
the children do not live long if a member of the
family has killed a snake, or if the funeral
rites of a person in the family have remained
unperformed, The following ceremony is
known as Ndrdyan Ndgabali. A snake is made
from tihe flour of [ldla (panie seed), and
another made of gold is pul into it. It is then
burnt like a dead budy. All the ordinary
funeral rites are performed. After pexforming
the cleventh day rites, homa, ie., sacred fire,
is kindled at night time, and after keeping
vigil for the whole night, milk and a dakshana
are given to Brdhmans, A feast is given to
eleven Brahmans on ihat day. On the twelfth
day sixteen Brdhmans are fed, and on the
thirteenth, five Brdhmans are given a feasl,
after performing the Shrdddha rites, On the
fourteenth day, again, a feast is given to about
100 to 500 Brihmans according lo the means
of the host. It is belicved that, after the per-
formance of these rites, the soul of the deceased
reaches hecaven, and there is an end to the
troubles and misforlunes of the family,1°
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THL WORSHIP OF TIE MALEVOLENT DEAD,

At Ublidd inda an thie Ratnagirs Dustrict the
followsng dreams are believed to be lucky and
propiiour  Ta swun through the river or
sea, to mst to the sky, o aee the Sun, the
Moon snd the other planets, to eat meat, to
bathe n blood, and to eat rice and curds 1t
is also beltesed that the sight of wiute objects
Indeeams fueetells success i any work or
mmdertalung thit maybem view  Adoity, a
Brolowan, & king, a mareed wown decked
witle ornaments, a budlock, n mountamn, trecs
full of frums, clunbmg the Umber tree, a
Jooking glws, mett and flowers, if seen m
dreams  are gool omens Chubing the
Pelas tree, Haral 1 ¢ want heap, the bitler
lire tree, to marny, to use red clothes or red
flowcr grelands, to el cuohed meat, to see the
sum and the moon without bustre, snd to see
shoohing stwrs darng drcims, are sud to be
bad omens 2

At Mutbu an the Duagad tiluha of the
Rategiew Distrect dreams arc beliesed (o
beewsed by sibgestion and  restlessness
To ombrare adad bady W a drewms, to sec
tronbled waters, tr dime heartidy, are sud to be
bud oawns  Tetstng frinds snd reconng
gifts from them are s1d fo be good ammens 2

At Tondon the Ratmagien Dotaet drems
are sui to adicate thungs that have happened,
or arc about tv Mappin in the near futurc,
All sdite substances vther thin cotton, salt,
and bones, nre considered auspicious, snd all

blich substances excepting a lofus, a hose,
an elephant, and a deity are considered
maspicous 3

At Thkrampur an the Chiplan talaha, hor-
nitle dreams arc good omens, while pleasing
dreanss indicnte approaching calamities ¢

At Pendur i the Ratnagin Disteset ot s
beliered tht dreams foretell future events
It 15 belteved that the dream will prose correct
and effectine af the person drenung has asked
three questions and reccised three answers
mlus dreant Those drems which are ciused
through cold are culied Jalap  They 1re
genenally false dreaws, and uo good omens are
denved therefrom S

At Basane i the Ratnaginn Dustract it s
believed that the ancestors who tshe nterest
1 the welfare of their descendants appear
dreanis snd foretel] future events, 5o thet the
dreaming person may take the needful procag-
tuans for the preention of futare calunitics «

At halse i the Milwan taluha of the
Ratnagira Distrs t1213 believed that dreams an
te Tist part of themght + e, just before
dybrerk, and m which great men are scen,
generalls prose effectne  If anybody secs
himisetf marpied in a deeam it as snpposed that
he will hear of the death of some relstine 7

At Chauk n the Kohiby Dustrict at is
believed that, when calumbics ar, threstened,
the guardian dety of the famulv as well as
the dead ancestors appear in drevms and give
warnings of the coming calimitics 8
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The people of Poladpur in the Kolaba
District belicve in dremns; and when  some of
their deities appear in dreams and give them
adviee or dircetions, they are eareful to follow
them,  Semelimes even evil spirits appenr in
dreams, and advise the prople to du certain
things to avert calnmities,  People who have
faith in such spirits act according to their
wishes, and if they {ail to do so, tronble
is sure to follow 1
" The people of Khiopoli in the Koliba
District belicve that if a person sces in a
dream, the dead body of a near relative, it
indicates that the persun whose corpse was
seent in the dream will Iive long.2

At Birwadi in the Koldba Distriet it is
helieved that if a person sees a snakein g
dream, a son will be born to him; if he sces a
hell, be is sure to get wealth,  If lie sees gold,
it is a sure sign of losing wealth,  Again, if a
person sces himself taking his meals in a dream,
it indicates that his death is nigh at land?

At Maldd in the Thina District, omens are
derived from dreams,  In ease of bad dreams
the god Vishnu is remembered, and the gods
Shankar and Mdruti are also worshipped.?

At Belipur, wood, cowdung cakes and
turbid water, if scem  in dreams, forctell
calamitics, White clothes, beautiful flowers,
and food containing sweetnseat are considered
auspicious,®

At Murbdd in the Thdina District 1l is
believed that all black things, and white things
such as ashes, arc inauspicious when scen
in dreams, but a black cow, white flowers,
and pearls are auspicious. Considering the
four parts of the night, the drcams that sccur
in the first part prove cffective within one
year, that of the sccond part within six months,
that of the third within three months, and of

the fourth within one month, and those caused
n{ dnybreak are vealized immediately,s .

At Kolhdpur, dreams are believed to be
caused through some mental derangement or
bodily disorder, It is cusiomary to derive
omens from dreams, but their nature greatly
depends upon the different times at which
these dreams oceur.  The dreams caused in
the Intter part of the night, i, e, just before
daybreak, arc belicved to come true,” .

At Ubhddanda in the Vengurla taluka it is
belivved that the soul of a person leaves the
body tawporarily during dis slecp; hence it
is said that no changes or marks of colour, ete,
should be made on the body of a person during
sleep, beeause it is  believed that, while
relurning, the soul identifics the bedy, and if
it is salisficd with the marks of the body it
enters it; otherwise it might not return 8

AL Adivare it is believed that only Hindu
saints and ascelics, after deep and devout
meditation, are capable of removing the soul
from the bedy. It is believed that their souls
gn to heaven during that period and return at
plessure, At present there are no such sdédhus
in the district,®

Many Hindos in the Ratndgiri District
believe that the soul goves to drink swater at
night, and therefore keep a pot filled with
water at their sleeping place 30

The people of Chaul in the Koldba District
do nol consider it pussible ordinarily for the
soul to leave the body, but they state that the
Swimiof Alandi, who died in or about the year
1886, used to remove his soul from the body
by means of Yoga 2l

.At Kolhapur, it is belicved that the soul
leaves the body temporarily at night when =

. n
person is asleep.1®
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At Baskavali n the Dupoli tiluka, it 1s
believed that ghosts ue cvil spunts have the
form of a hnman bemg, but therr feet are
tarned backwards They
form they choose  Thur chtracter 15 ordinanhy
to trouble the people, but when sstisfied ther
are sud to prove frendly  The following
story is parrated of 2 person who went to
reside 1 one of the villages of the Konkan
His wife was first sttrcked by a ghost called
Girbr The Gurhia troubled Inm much by
playing misehicf m Ius howee, 66 by taking
away eatables or by munng dirt a0 Tus food
At mght he used to duest the covple of their
clothes, snd on onc ocetsion an armament was
removed by the sprit from the person of the
wife Tired of these apnoyances, the man Jeft
the wullage and wont §» reside at a distance,
when, to the aston shment of the puble, st
Lappened that the eravoent which wis fost at
the ol village was restored to the man s wife
while she was asleep in the unew village, and
nobody kaen wlo brovught it there MM thes
was believed to be tle work of the Garha 2

At Ubhadind: i the Vengurh taluka
people beheve that a Bhnt 1 ficrce In aspect
and very traublesome, but when tts wishes are
comphied with, 1t becomes [omnless  The
Bhute ronide in qungles bunal or cremation
grounds old trecs, sicred groves and deserted
louses They assume ali sorts of shapes and
forms  Semctimes they appenar vcry tali, and
they can mstantly nssnnie e shape of 2 dog,
Some

cn assume anv

7 cat, & tiger, or am other animal
ghosts arc cven scen Bshing on the Taunks of
iiers?

At Mitbwy 1n the Dergad taluka ot s
behieved that the souls of those whe die with
tbewr wistes unfulfited take the form of
Bhul They enter the bolies of people
Auy womin who Is attiched by the DAt of o

Pir becomes able to speak m the Hind: Dogu~
age although it may not be her mother tongue,
Ve hien a chuld or a person 1s sulfermg from the
attacks of 1 gpinit, ncense 1s burnt, 1nd it at
once begins to tell the whercabouts of the
sprrit and the reson why the person has been
attached  He s then asked to state what he
wants, and when the thmpgs wiich the spint
wants aze offercd it goes awav 3 Spirits ar
generally imsible

Tlespints that budong ¢ the classof nahg
nant Bhuts arc of a ferovions appeirance
but those that belong to the class of  friendh
Bhats possess bodies lihe human beings 4
At Nasnngre an the Desgad tiluka it as
believed t a8 spints are ervel by nature and
Lave no shadow that they are capal ke of takun.
any form thay ke and can pertorm mirades
At Pondur ot ss behieved that Bhuts ent
chillies and that thoy d» not speak wath buman
bungs  Spinsts are sud fo ren v and ton
ool ther vicms for 1 curtan perod ot
time® 4k Vigayadurg, a Bhat 15 considered
to be of meawm charcer  Propl
certam nites to bring it under subyection
Their actions are always contrary to natue
When 2 pesson bugins 1o ery, donce o eat
forbudden thmgs cte he s sud to be attacked
by s Diwt When i comity et
ween two persons, the one who des firat
becomus o sambandh and troubles hus hving
coentt 7 At Basany, th re 19 a belif that
there are two hinds of spmits  Some aug ar
{ the welfirc of the people, and othurs an

alwiystroublesone A ttey have ns regular
| for ths cannot casuly be recopmsed  Thes
I ean elange therr forms at any time &

The elarncter of a Bhut Is to teoubls
people and to tahe revenge on ok ofd encomy

VA person attacked by s st speaks
1 mcolierently and acts hke a v 1d man In such

perform

there

cases the leaves of the hetb salip are vsed
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The lewod are poundad snd put wnder tin
patient’s nose T oo fow nnnites, the porson
who as posseesed by the apirit beging o
speah .}

The poople of Clinuk m tle Koldb s Distrset
Bcdieve that the nonn funclon of a Blod i to
froghten poaple, tobieat thom, and toahe them
preform unploasnt ths and therehy to obtun
tood fromthar ® 0 M Poldpur st oo hehond
that il s porson s able to beang o int under
hiveantrol e canmshe it do cvery land ot
sork for b 107 The praple of Aldii o
that huwdling firc swithout any  rovson and
throv sy stones at certun howses are the wain
A Vavashym the Pen

tituhn, st ss bodioved that Blists, winle wallang,

tanctions of Hhute $

neves ton bothe cirth but alysas s move thiough
The

old wen of Shirganmn m the Malum taloha

the ere, and that they b o shdow ®

advise young eluldran not ta respontd o the eall
of ans body at night untesa the peran eallmg
o sequamtune Por such oalle are wome .
tunes thos of an ol spmt

Tu the Kolluipur Dastrict, at 5s bhioved that
the ehiracler ot 9 Blnt s hle that of a human
bang  When 1 person is attached by nospint,
a4 great duomge as obsersed i oy Iingaage and
He begims to speah an the Janguage
If the
ghost 15 of the fanale sex, the person speahs the
Itis behoved that the

wouls of those who have beon mnrdered or tor-

actions
of the DBlut by which he is attackdd,

Tanguage of fomales

turcd assume the form of a spurit known ns
Sambandh and trouble the murderer or the
torturer, by antermg his body It 1s vud that in
some cases the spint dots not Jeave the body of
such a person till e dies, thus exacting revenge

for his past misdeeds.” In Klopoli in Ratnidgiri

it is said that the cow which i« given to a Brihe
nin wlile porforming the funeeal rites of a
dead person helps hun o raack honon, He puts
there by tehing bold of her tail.  There are
three paths to the other world, They are
Bhaltimirga, Karmamdrga, and Yogamdrga,
The Karmamirga s bedioved to I superior {1y
alls At Malsd, n bedief provals that the pith
to the othor world is throngh the Himdlayas,
Winle gomg through the wonntains of the
Himalayas, souls find happinces or  soreow

The

prople also belivse that the ol 1urns Lery

accordmg to thar actions s Wfc-time,

" month on the date of the man's doath o accept

Kiztds s ¢, cookuld tood given 1o the manes,
and rerches heaven at the oud of one year
At Dehigrom dn the Murbid  (alula, it
custosary awong the Hindus t0 smerr with
e dung the place from which a dewd body has
The

plice s then cotered with riec flour, and s

been ramosed to the burmng ground,

ludden under 4 basket, an oil-Iunp being hept,
burmng noar by, The persens who accompany
the corpse return home fo look at the Inmp, and
jt s bedived that the soul of the doccascd will
pass te any ereture or specits of  which
footprints are «went on the riee flonr 10

At Kollidpur 1t as behieved that the soul of
person after desth altains that state to which
hie aspires at the Iast womant bifore Ins death,
Virtuous persons who dic without any desire
reach henyven and ramain there s the form of
the stars, where they are bldiesed to enjoy the
happiness of heaven,  Some of than are sent
to this world when they wish to return, Sinners
are sud to reach hdl in conscquence of their
misdeeds, but some remain in this world in the
form of Bhuls 1t
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The people of Achare an the Malwan taluka
behiere that the souls of persons who die by
acesdunt setnrn to the sanic caste, and bate to
rumain there il the expiry of an apponted
penad 1

The people of Chank bilieve that persons
drmg & wedden or vlent death leare wishes
unfulflled, and are therefare cowpelled to
remam i this world m the form of Bhuts 2

At Rarm the Sdlsette taluks tt s believed
that B souls of those dymg a sudden or wialent
death attam sateation according to their decds
an Mifctitre, but it 1s 8 cyrrent belief that those
conmutting sweide ¢ake the form of 1 ghost,
and those who die on Lottleficlds attan eternal
salyation &

M Kothapar, it 13 belicved that the souls ot
those who dic vielent desths do not attawm
salvatn, but arc turned into ghosts ¢

The prople of Ubbndwndaun the Vengurla
taluka believe that Bfute do pot possess
sssible human forme  They e assume 10y
shapes they like, but there 1s a common beleet
that the hunds nd fect of Blate ave alwags
turned backwards 3

The most fasourable tunes fur sprrsts ts
«nker haovn boches are midday, mdmght and
twilight ¢ Women in deluery as well ss
those sn therr menses are most Dbl to be
attacked by spnts T Tt s generally beliesed
that persons adorued with ormaments arc
attached by spnts, espeeially n enses of
womten and children  \gain, & comuon boliel
preasts sn the Ronkan that persons, and
pithies Tarly ludes, decked with flowers and
ormuments sre more hible to be attacked by
spnits than others® The people of Tonds
are of opimon thit spats geoerally enter and
fewe homn bodies through the orzsn of

Eerrmg, whle the people of Maangre hold
that the Bar 13 the best way for spmits to
enter® The eessdonts of bl rampur state
that the mouth and the nose are the  faiourite
channels for spints entenug human bodses 20
AL Mathay ot ex belseved that spurte attack
people in the thrext, aud gonerally only those
persons who ace uncleanly o therr habits are
hable to be attacked  There are no peenn)
ways for entermg buman bodics 1\t Chisul a
behef prevails that spinits enter the body
when a person 19 suffermg from any discrse o
when by 1s frgltened 12

In the honkan, people attumpt to find good
vt bad omens m sncczmg It depends vpun the
tune and the pontion ot standing of the person
who sucezes If a sich person sneezes it gs
bresumed thit he wall recover frow dus dlness
within o sury short periody but if the sneexing
13 eaused by the use of tobacca or snuff 5s good
or bad omens are drawn ¥ Sneezng 1t the
tinie of cums ersatian os when (onten plating ny
pacticulsy task or busmess v held to be
wnauspsorons  Hence if 1nvbedy sneeses nt
the begumung of a task, or at the i of
startimg out on any such tawk, the tune 1
onfatoursble  Yawmng s sud to be caused
by asclutneor frend remiembering the pcréon
who gawns 1t In ancrent times hapuncss snd
calumties were foretold by a varce from the
sky, and in wodern day they are expressed by
sneezing. Prople bave wuch fasth i sncezing
and often mquse whetler 3t 2s 8 good or bad
amen to sneeze at the begunmg of any wurk ar
undertahing 1*

If 8 man sncezes with lus face towards the
west. it §s conmdered auspicrons  If 2 man
sneexes while contemplating any task or bua-
nesw, the sneexng s considerad manspicioge
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(3) Sembondin 1 the spint of o person
who dies withuat aw hewr, and whose faneral
zitex have not been performed by any member
of hus fanuly It troubles the wembers of
the tamly, but when mvokel throngh a Bha
&4t b becomes harmnless, ond even Favour
able to the fanylyl It asthe spunit of a
covctous person or a sanyast who dics with
lus desires unfulflled It does not allow
ansbody to enjoy lis weslth, snd  takes
revenge on an enemy tll death ensues It
haunts trees, wells and unoceapied houses *

(4) Derachidr 1s the spurst of a Shudra who
dhes after s wmarmage?  These (Devackar)
apinits are sud to reside on the four sidesof
willige  The spits which resde m basial
or eremation grounds, on rivee banks and
old trees ase sud to be subordinate to these
Cocoanats, plintans, sugir, cocks and goats
must be given anaually to gam ther fasour ®

(5)  Munju s the spinat of 3 Brahann boy
wha dics unmediately after dus thread eercmony,
but before the final ceremony erlled Sod muny
18 complete It docs mot greatly affect uts
victi but suwply freghtens  Whenat attacks,
st g difficult to derve out It 19 east out only
whets the pateeat taskes a pilgeanage to o holy
strme® 8¢ resides o Papal tree orin s well

(6} hhans s the spist of a Musatuan or
a non-Tlindu 7 It 1 also the spirct of a Mahar
or 2 Ming®

{7) Girha 1sthe ghost of & person who
Qs by deuwning, or of a wurdered person ¥
Gurhadsnot very powesul,and obess the orders
of the exorans It only frightens and tronbles
people 10 It Nes by the water mde, and

decorves persons at might by calfing them by
ther names aud leading th em it false paths
it often troubles pevple while crossing rivers or
ereeks ot waght, and fesds thm to plices where
the water is very deep It 1s sud that tle
spurst Girha becomes the regular slave of a
person who tales possession ot the harr of its
head, and gives bun anythun,, that be cequires
1t requests the petson to return ats hur, but
this should not be goen under amy cireum
stances  For of the Gurha gets back s hane
all sorts af mustortuney well befall the wan 11

(8) Chetak ss the ghost of A person of
the Ronbsor Shudra caste 3 This spunt s
also known as Dae

{9} Zoting 1s the ghost ot o man belongmg
to the Kbarvi ot holi caste?3  Mas also sud
to be the glost of « Musaloan ¥

{18} Y%ar 13 the ghost of an eomarned
person  belonging {v the Kshatriva ovme
wuntty ¥ 515 akso 5id W be the ghost of &
Ragput or a Parbhaya (Fardest )

{11) Cheda 13 the ghost of sn usrmrnad
Mahar It resides on mountuns, i Jengley
sod the outskirts of the nillige?® Thedv
attacks domestic auyals Tt dszats fic s and
€arws, and resides at pablic places wh ¥ the
Hole fives are anmualir hindled T 5 u3
beng troubled by o, peaple ofiT wmpry
sactsfices of fowls and pos 837

(12) Mbasobs s the Jood & 1%
and 13 equal 36 gt to bl T

(13) Jikhm e Abeng RPN
ghost of & waman S aimben’ o o
Alwsntasbeleved & X 3% @y & vw o
dvang at & V. 8 LR L N

FEEN

¥ iti» Saheb Shelke, holhpur

3 §chool Master Chaak, Koliba.

$ §chaol Master, Khopoll, Koliba,

7 Rao Saheb Shelke, Kolbdpor

# St ool Master hhopo! , Koliba.

" School Master, Anjarle, Rangn
H Réa Saheb Shetke, Rolbépar

¥ § ool Muster, Basan, Ratsig 1,
! Schoel Master, Anpurle, Ratnigr,
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It resides at burial or cremation grounds,
Persons attacked by this spirit are taken to
Narsoba's Wadi or Gdngdpur, which are
celebrrated as shrines for the removal of
malignant spirits.2

(14) Ldvsatis the ghost of a widow, It
generally resides in burial and burning
grounds, and atlacks domestic animals and
their calves, Ilis also said to tear clothes and
<at corpses,?

(15) Hadal or Hednli is the ghost of a
woman who dies within ien days of childbirth
or during her menses. It is supposed to be
an cvil spirit, but it can be kept in check by the
use of a cane. It attacks all sorts of persons,
but leaves them as soon as it is beaten.?

This spirit is also known as Ddkan in the
Kolhdpur district.t Sataviis the ghost of a
It troubles women in childbirth, and
kills their children on the 5th or Gth day after
their birth.5 Shikini

unmarried girl,

woman,
is the ghost of an
Talkhdmba is the ghost of
an wmmarried Shudra or a person from the
low castes.® The people of Vijayadrug believe
that one who hates and troubles the Brahmans
and speaks ill of their religious duties becomes
a Brahma Sambandha after death.,” At Polid-
pur in the Koldba District the ghost Bdpa is
represenied by a stone painted with red lead
and oil and placed al the boundary of a field,
It is the guardian of the field, and protects the
owners’ interests. Offerings are made to it
annually. If the annual offerings are neglect-
ed, it troubles the owner of the field. It also
troubles others when disturbed.8

The spirits known as Kdlkdiche Bhut and

Bahirobdche Bhut arc not troublesome., When

they favour. any person, he enjoys health and
happiness for a period of twelve years. But
after that period he is ruined.® In addition to
the varicties of malignant spirits alrcady des-
cribed, the following spirits are known at
Shirgaon in the Mdhim taluka of the Théna
District. They are—Hirwa, Waghoba, Asards,
Gingud, Saitin and Chaitannadya, The spirit

known as IHirma requires the offerings of a

i bow and an arrow, bhdng, bdjri bread, and a

chatni of garliec, The Waghoba haunts jungles
and troubles domestic animals, Cocoanuts and
lamps of ghi are offered to it. Asards are the
deilies that dwell in water. They infest the
wells and ponds. and attack women and children
Red lead,

cocoanuts, flowers, parched rice (ldhya) and

at noon lime and in the evening.

ndddpudi are given to them,10

At Ibhrdmpur in the Ratndgiri District it
is said that the evil spirit Zoting goes about
headless, 11

The pcople of Medhe in the Rohe taluka
believe that the spirit known as Girka, which
resides in water, goes about headless,12

At Shirgaon in the Mdhim taluka it is belie-
ved that the spirit Hirma goes about headless,
It troubles human beings and animals. The sea
and the jungle are its places of abode. To
avoid being troubled by it, bldng, cocoanuts,
fowls are given to it.13

The people of Dahigaon in the Murbad
taluka believe that the Bhut known as Peesa
goes about headless. ¥4

Some evil spirits haunt trees such as the
Pipal, Babhul and Adulsa, Some have their
haunts on a public road where three streets
meet, or in a dirty place, some haunt old
houses, and the rest prefer to reside in
burial and burning grounds 1%

1 School Master, Ubhdddnda, Ratndgiri.
3 School Master, Khopol, Koldba.

¥ School Master, Chauk, Koldba,

7 School Master, Vijayadurg, Ratndgiri.
9 School Master, Khopoli, Koldba,

11 School Master, Ibhrampur, Ratndgiri.
3 School Master, Shirgaon, Thina.

2 School Master, Chauk, Kolidba,

4 Rao Saheb Shelke, Kolh:dpur,

6 School Master, Basauni, Ratndgiri.
8 Schoo! Master, Polddpur, Koldba,
10 School Master, Shirgaon, Thina
12 School Master, Medhe, Koliba.

14 School Master, Dahigaon, Théna.

15 Rdo Saheb Shelke, Kolhdpur,
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Many spinits dueny m buray op cremation
groundy, Among them ape Vetal, Jakhun,
Abavis, Khupey s, Zoting 1,y Gurlia, Alyeqy
and Liyeaa

The spirs Munga 1ng Sambandh arg goq
o reside near hoygg 304 01 treey 4,0, Ppro-
duce gweet, smelling g5y, €3 The spingg Dey-
<kar ang Unlcg:tnre sad tg Teside at gy,
four cornery or g boundary of o village 2

It s belier g that an kmdy of Spirrty
assemble a4 mght at the funera] grovad when
2 body 13 bupng o bureed 3

The ewil SPirits known 54 Rhave, Zating ang When she leares
Bafrs are gug g dell on moungy,p, andn | body the pereon becoines inseng;pp, for
Jungles whige gr,o others napeq Sambandlm, 2 slort fyme 10
Jo7 in, Hadal ppg Lavsat ure g9,q o rende |y fiend knoyy adal, ang e o
on trees + Pirits of gy, female 5y generally agpqq)

Munja resides i e Pripal tre, Sambandi | SO moll er ang g child e, 0
dwells 1n 4, Bangap Pipal gng Umba, trecs Bemerally atg g by these hends on 5 public
It 1 SUppused o e 3 guardian of buried €153 road Wher three Touds meep or under |

o8

At Morbay | the Loy Distriet 4 g At Lbhaduny, m the Vengurls tagy , TN
believed that gy L epinit kngyy as Haday behmcdtlntk!msc who are p)iq by tigers
nfests the Baorind trecq o U8 Other wild beggy are born g4 fangs i g,

Inthe )\allnpur Distriey 135 buligy g that nest generation 1 On gl otler hang th
e glosty of Persons dying o battlefelgs Pesple of Bankasy are of OPimion tlay gy g
nfest mountyng ang Jungles, ang te o) who suffe, death a¢ the hangy OF tigers gng

At \ehare 119 beliey o that Dersons fuppg
AU3ks of the pyryty Satay, Aragas, Alavans, by Lons gng igers atry #hation o,y
Jékln, Deoetay and Chilegar s those knlled by inferryr beasts go to gy 24
At Rhopol, n the Rolgp, Dustrrey it e The People op Ibhr!mpllr beliere that
believeq that 5 IOUNE mother and hop ehilg enmarrieq Dersons Lijleq by tigery or other
Aare generalyy Attacked by the SPint of th, wild beasty take the forp, ofa ghogt Males
derd wife o oy husbang, o, by & Uadet become Girhay pyg females begome Sakhing
Laceat gy, P that apach, , TR | and Laceaty 15

2 Schoop Master, Fonge, Ratnagir,

¢ Schaot Master, Tohrampyr, Ramgg .
¢ Schoot Master, Murbdd, Thgn,,

.

Rio Sanet 51y, Schoot Master, g  Ratadgir
School aster, Rbopoly ™ School 3ysqey S 15000, Thgn,
! Réothep, Shelke, Kol gpg, ' School Mistep Ubhiding, Kaig .

 Schost Vayrer UM, Rarngg o, ™ Schaot Vagrer, Achare Ratngg r,
¥ Set 001 Aagrer Thrampur Ragg g,y
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At Penddur it fs believed thit persons Killed (

by tigern and ather sl beasts beeome

Brahma Whikshasa  Fhe s ane forns is assume
edd by thowe who die by acendent N mnndead
man boeomes a Devachiir

In the Dustrict of Kolleipur o beloef pro-
vatla that the spirits of those Kbl By tipres
form of

or other wild bradts asapene the

ghante  Ttawalen brlimved thal peesons win
di befare they are mareiad do not stidin

wilvation, and thorefore ot v onmideral ine
the  Hindue n

Thisic the peal rovem “‘I)_t the

.‘Hl\l)l(‘tltlh atnang rotin

unmartied
wjorsty of the Thndn< norey thor cdaldren
At an early ape®

The ghost of w et dyanyg an childlurth
or during ber pornces asses e form of
Al smt

dead woman ternmg anto gl ost the Hllowgng

Por the prepose of proventing the

dovice ixadopted The varpo, mate ul of ang
burnt as usnal, i burn d endorground, and fom
fined 2t

apet on whieh the body s bural, and plnts

iton natls are fotr carners of the
bearing red flovers are planted thercon ©

At Banboan i ot beliosed thist the ghost of
awomn dying e childbist or during ber
taenres assuines the fonm ot Jal Lie, wiule the
people of the Kolluipur District betiose that it
aystiteres e fopmof Iledal 4

The speeint preeantions that a tathor hos
to tahe at the bicth of o child are—~

To arrange for a sujtable plies or a room
provided with the materinls requirdd for the
ocesion, and to ensure the carreet noment for
the birth of the cluld
a midwife is allowed to enter the room for the

Nao person other than

A potas Lept Gilled with water
the

first ten days

and a twag of the non troe an «ntrance
of the house, and oll persons entering the

Louse hmve to wash their feet swith this water,

iy RONKAN

A hnife or sowme other shiep woapon is kept
under the bod of the woman in order that the
wnther and hee ehild mny not be attacked by

)
8 spirit.”

Tl chicl reaxon for oneuring the correct

Cmenent for the Tarth s thint, i the birth takes
plee ot an unluchy onr, specinl rites are

Cnheccaary for averting the ol (feets, Tlee
ritex consist in the rcitation of cortain holy

cmontrat ol dn piving presents of money,
sonsnmun, Jagrd, claeifio] buller, e, to the
Brailurans and alua to the poor ©

At Muddhe in the Robe taluba) it is customary
for the tather to thross o stone jna well, a pond,
ora river at the bielliof Lis son, and then to
lool at the Cace of the Juld?

An owd s ennsidored to be a bird of such
evad vepute that, i all parts of the Kok, it
is ennuderad necessary o poeform expintory

If

these nites are not perfonmned, it is firmly

tites wlhen an ox] perelies on the roof,

| believed that some ool will ke fall the members
of the famnly, Varons omens are deawn from
the crics of the hird Pinglo, and these cries
are hnown ae Kilbil, CLilLiI1 and Khit Kt
If an owl sity on the roof of a house, it js

a onre #ign of cominge death toa member of

the fawily?

At Drvaad in the Ratoagivi District the
of bt

inauspicious, and indicates the death of a sick
10

, sound n or an owl i considered
personan the honse,

At Chauk an owl is <ad to hate some
comncetion with spirts,  Its sound at night
indicates e approaching  death of a sick
person i the house,  One variety of the owl
called the pingla is supposed to foretell future
cvents by its movements and cries, while the
bat is considered an inauspicious bird, and

t
| its appearance forebodes coming cvil 12
i

1 Scliout \laster, Pendur, Ratniigien

3 Schat Master, Ubha Linda, Ratadgici
Riio S.iheb Shelte, Kolbuipur

Sclion] Master, Medhe, Kolibn,
Schao! Master, Adivare, Ratnigiri,

H
h
2

2 Reo Sdheb Shelke, Kolipur,
1 Sehool Master, DBanhavli, Ratnigiri,
¢ Schoo) Master, Pendur, Ratnigiri.
8 Schonl Master, Shirgaon, Thiioa,
15 School Master, Devzad, Ratndgiri.

1 Schoo! Master, Chauk, Kchiba,
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At Umbergion people do not throw stones
Tor stas conndered that the owl
nnght st and rub tle stone, and that the
person tirowng it will becomwe weik and

<2 an owl

wasted as the stone wears away ¥

The people of Kolhapur do not heliere that
there 1s 8y connection between the bat or owld
and the spunits af the dead, bot they believe
that, {f an owl cries out m the evemng or at
might, 11 mdieates the death of a sick person n
the familv
of a smgle pingla, but the sound of a pur of

This applies also to the sound

penglas is considered auspreions ¢

R 19 gencrally believed that oll mnoceus
pnd houses are huomed by esd spinits
Persons whe wish te nfubit such houses frst
perfonn the Fastu shdntt ceremony, and give
a feast to Brahmans
districts thit swere rafed by the Portuguese,
religrons persceution prerased  To escape
from these persceutions, people were campelled
Before
Jeavmyg ther houses, ther used to bury thar
and en that spot

In former times, in the

to leave ther houses unprotected

treasure an the ground
1 humn beng or an mumal was sagreficed i
ord v that the spuret of the dend shauld haver
about the plice, md peevent strangers from
<unung 3

The cvol spursts wluch Daunt ruing and gusrd
burred trcrsures and ofd forts are known as
Mahaparuth, Khasss, Brakma Rdkskara and
Sambanth +

If there bis any buricd treasare in an old
unaceupied house, the owner of the treasurc
3 tke
troasnre be near the temple of a deite, it Is
suppaced to be undir the peardimstup of that
deity 3

remans there m the form of a ghost

At Viyagpadurg st s believed that 1 persan
who bulds a house n the days of his prospe-
ity and does not sursire to enjoy 12, becones
a Sambandhr  He remums m that house o the
form of a ghost, and troubles every onc who
comes 1o stay there, ¢xeephing the members of
Tus famly
underground becomes 1 ghost after death
comes back ta wateh dus treasure, and tronbles
those Who try to remore st 8

A wan who lunes las treasur

Uroccupied houses e generalle haunted
by evtispamts 41 ervtum forts in the Aonkm
where battles were fought, the souls of thaese
slain an the battles are sud to have assumed
the futms of spints, +nd to keqp a witch aver
the forts 7

In the holhapur Distrect there is 2 village
Mige beyond the
a distrnce of threc miks from Kollpur, where

ruer Puweh Gingr at

e soul of a person named App iy hatkarm
hss assumed the form of 3 Sambandh and
guirds the burwd trersures m Jne house
When aaybody tries to dig up the bure dmoney
the ghost enters the body of hys dwghtcr i T
and begins to dince and crv out Jowdir, and
does not allow any one to touch lus troasure
It 1s Also sud that he strkes the ground with
Tus stek at might  Another sauslar istance
13 ented in the case of the uillage of Tabiade
m the Shirel Peta, where Bipuppant Kudkar-
m continves to gutrd les Lausc after death
He does not allow anybody ta live i the wuse,
and if any one 18 hold cacugh to shep there
at mght, the spint of Bapuyi appears and
rows hon out of the bonse  The bouse s
therefore umnliabited at present Tl wife
hns adopted a son, but Jic h1s £r v manother
sillage Vadinge s

1 chonl Master, Umbergaan, Tokns,

3 Schoal Master, Ubbéddada, Ratodgirr
5 Schoal Master, I eadur, Ratadgiric

¥ School Muster, Pold Ipur, Rolébs,

* ltda Sk%eb Shelke, ha népur,

# School Sfaster Adivace, Ratdiut

§ School Magter, Vijayadrug, Ratadget.
¥ Réo Shheb Shelie, hotbdpar
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repeating the Itdm raksha stotra, i, e
protccting praiscs of Rdma, the seventh
incarnation of Vishnu, Among Brihmans.
rice grains are waved thrice round the face
of a child and put into water,
then thrown away.

, the

The water is
Even flowers are waved
round the faces of small children in the
evening and thrown awayl

At Chauk in the Karjat taluka of t]lc
Koliba District, some people wave the left
shoc thrice round the body of the affected
person for the purpose of evading the effects
of an cvil eye, A red hot iron bar 1s
water mixed

also

cooled in with turmeric

powder.?

At Shirgdon in the Mdhim taluka of the
Thina District water is drawn in a brass or
a copper pot in the evening, and turmeric
powder, rice, and any other cdible articles on
which the evil eye has fallen are put into it.
Twentyone date leaves, cach of them with
a knot, arc then waved round the body of the
affecled person and thrown into the water pot,
burning coals being dropped into the mixture.
The pot is then waved thrice round the body
of the affected person, and kept in a corner
of the bedroom for one night, with a basket,
a broom, and a sandal or an old shoe placed
on the top, in the
morning in some public place where three
roads mect, it is

been

It is then thrown away

If the water becomes red,

supposed that the evil eye has
removed.?

The effects of an evil eye are sometimes
visible on the face of a child in the form of
small red pustules. The appearance of such
pustules is called Chdk padane.t

If a person is affected by an evil eye at the
tine of taking his meals, he loses his appetite.
He also by day.

One of tlic modes of removing these evils is

becomes weaker day
to wave fresh date leaves three iimes round

the face of the affected person, and to throw

them into water, Some people take water in
a copper plate and extinguisly in it burning
sticks of the tamarind tree, after waving them
raund the body of the affected person,®

At Khirbav in the Basscin taluka of the
Thina District, five picces of broken tiles
are made red hot and put into water in which
a'little quantity of all the cooked food in the
housc has been mixed. Turmeric powder is
also putinto it. A pen knifc or some other
instrnment is then
in the

iron turned five times
A winnowing basket and a
broom are waved thrice round the face of
the affected person, and placed over the water

pot.®

At Dahdnu in the Thdna District, two
big stones, of which one has been waved

water,

round the face of s person affected by an
evil eye, are struck one against the other.
If the stonc breaks, it is believed that the
evil effect has been removed, Cowdung is
mixed with water in a brass or a copper
plate, and dust from a public road, hair, and
burning black cotton cloth are put into
is then
waved round the person, and placed upside
If
it sticks to the brass plate, this is supposed
to be due to the eril eye.”

another small vessel, This vessel

down over the mixture of cowdung.

The pcople of Kolhdpur believe in the
effects of an evil eye. A
from an evil eye turns pale and thin, and
suffers To avoid these
cffects, elderly women make a mark with lamp
black on the face or brow of the child,
Boiled rice and curds, and bread and oil
are also passed round the face of a child,

child suffering

from headache.

and thrown into a public road.®

Generally, in the Konkan districts, oppro-
brious names are given to children when they
are sickly, always crying, and weak, or when
short lived.

These names are

they are

*1 School Master, Khopoli, Koldba.
3 School Master, Shirgaon, Thina.
5 School Master, Maldd, Thdna.

T School Master, Dahdnu, Tl}iina.

2 School Master, Chauk, Koldba.

4 School Master, Padghe, Théna.
6 School Master, Khérbdv, Théna.
8 Rdo Sdheb Shelke, Kolhdpur.
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Marya, Rodga Kerga etc It 135 bel eved
t1at children mprove n bealth wlen called
by suct o proby ous man est

Opprobr ous names s cf as Dhondy Kondu
Keru are g ventocl lldren nfamles nwhel
the first ct 1dren are shortl ed But tler
real names are d ferent  Ile names of the
vellknown ar thmet ¢ n heru Nana Chhatre
and ]| s son Kondopant Chl atre are examples
of opprobr ous names 2

Among ! gh class Hudus the first son
is not ge erally called by ! s real na e but
by one of the opprobrons names gven ’
abo e®

Ch ldren are somet wmes we gl ed watl stocs
ot sandals andalso w th cowdung  In some
cases the r 1ostrls are bored espec slly tle

[

riglt one*

H ndus gensrally call Her chldren by
the mames of the r det es and ancestors and
they attr bute e premature de ti of tler ‘
cb Wren to tle * own m sbel av our towards
surh ancestors or fo ther Iavng abused
them tley fear that sucl abuse or
m sbelav our las offended th  ancestors
To avo d the r d spleasure and tl ¢ conscquent
desth of ther cf Mren, tle people gve
opprobt ous names to the ¢ next bora such
as Dagadya Dhondya Gundya Dandya
Kerya Uk rdya, Kondga Loblys ete Tle
custom of tattoo ng one 5 de of the body of
females also preea Is in 11 ¢ Koll SpurD str ct
espec ally in cases where the cf Idren na
fam Iy are shortl ved ® ‘

In the Purdnas thete are instances of m les |
Tn g transfor ed ntofemales and fem les

tomales Forexompl t1efemale Amba was
transformed oto a male called SI kI nd and {
e male Narad was  transform d nto a
fem 1 Arjunn tle tl rd brotler of the
T ndavas 3533 todavectang dh tsex and
t ened 1o Brolannads @

Schoo Ma e M B Rangg
1S hao Ma er Pha 4ot Thins

Rdo Sdheb She ¥e Ralhipu

Schoo Master Mu bdd Thiéar
*Schoo Ma ¢ Paus Ranign

Inthe 81 Ilamruia a book pertain ng to
the god Shva nthe chapter of S mant m
it has been descr bed Tow 3 man was turned
into a woman

At holl apur there ate no nstances kpown
of a clange of sex The goddess Yallamma
Yas a } gh reputstion mths dstret for
mak ng 2 change in the hab ts and deportments
of men and women espec slly among low
caste people 1t s bel ¢ ed that tle curse of
th s goddess I as the power of destroy ng the
1 51l ty of males wherenpon they bel sve 1ke
females Many nstances of tlus type can be
seen at the fa rof t] ¢ goddess Yallamma w! ch

s held in Wdrgash tha ( December ) wen
dressed @ women s clothes and v ce ersa are
often seenattl s far®

In Western Ind a ronnals are generally
used when any sprt s to be bured n the
ground  Otler metals sucl as gold s Iyer
and copper are somet mes offercd to the gl osts
The blood of fowls and goats s also offered
tothem Wlen ncente )s burnt before a
sorcerer the sprt e ters nto hs body
Vater s charmed and sprnkled over the
body of & person attacked byan evl aprt
Ree and wdd grans are requred for
exore s ng &) rts Red powder P ngar tur-
mer ¢ j owder black o ntment kagal lemons
Narakya ¥ uda o k nd of incenge betel leaves
betelnats cocoannts sango lea es N rgud
Ieaves and p eces of clotl  are also nsed for
tlesame p rpose ®

Cane st cks aze nsed by people as a protee
ton ag nstevlspris A stick cut from
the tree known as Pdndhrt is alsa used as
protect on  Clarmed black cotton str ngsare
ted to tle wrst armorneck Ifamn ic
very muct afrs dofa ghost he pepests the
nn e of the monkey god Mirut or snv ebve
de ty t]st may be favourableto h s faz v *

1Shoo 3a  Anj e Ra sks

S hoot % ay er Dahdow T »

£Shodae Dadrre Ky

¥ Réo Siheb She te &~

SEhoo M er X tew Xrww
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The blood of fowls and gonts is uved ny n
protection ngainst ghosts and Decachdrs, and

wlso against witcheraft, Chormed water is

waved round the person affected by un evil !

spirit, aud thrown away. Rings, amaulets, and
anklets made of metals of five kinds are put
on the hands and legs of children to ward off
the effects of evil spirits.?

Tt is customary among certain people to apply
spittle to the sandalpaste mmik on the forchead
of n man, and to the red Kunku mark on the
forchead of an wnwidowed woman, 1t is con-
sidered to be a protection against evil spirits,®

tree known as Pandkri, a cane having three
Joints, and the root of a shrub ealled Skrdcad,
which hns white leaves. are used as protection
against evil spirits @

At Pendur in the Milwan talnka of the
Ratnigici District it is believed that an iron
stick held in the hand is a protection against
evil spirits ¢

At Chauk the the
Koliiba Distriet, pictures of certain deitics are

in Karjat taluha of
tatiooed on the body for the purpose of
It is alse beli-

eved that evil spirits ron away when salt and

protection against evil spirits,

garlic arc thrown into fire as they cannot bear
the smoke of burning garlic.®

At Medhe in the Rolie taluka, when the dead
body of a woman dying within ten days of
her delivery is taken out of the house for
burial, an iron horseshoe is driven into the
threshold of the house, and grains of Ndchani
are scattered in the strect while the corpse is
being carried to the burial ground.®

At Rai, o eustom prevails of putting coral
necklaces on children as a protective against
evil spirites

Iron nails and horseshoes are driven inlo
the threshold or on to the door of a liouse on
the full moon day or the last day of the Hindu
calendgr month s etening tiwe, to prevent
the entrance of evil spirits, Dirty localitics
heing considered to be haunts of evil spirits,
people living in such localitics burn incense
in their houses every day,  While cxorcising

evil spirits the sorcerers throw charmed Udid

o ] ‘ " grains and Rdle panie seeds on the body of
Fhe beak of an eagle, a stick ent froma )

the diseascd, or place these things below  his

- bed, Rings made of metals of five kinds,—-

At Bhuwan in the Murbiad taluka some .
'neck or the arm of the diseased. Sunday

people tic a square picce of leather to the
neeks of their children as protection against

evil spirits,”

iron, copper, brass, silver and gold—are
chgrwed on an eclipse day, nnd worn by people.
Red lead and cowries are tied to the necks
or tect of animals as protection against evil
spirits, The spirits that haunt buried treasures
are poacified by the blood of fowls and goats
when digging up such treasures,?

Certain mantras are written on a paper, and
the paper is tied to a black cotton string, or the
paper is put into a copper amulet, and then tied
The black cotton

string with the amulet is then tied round the

tu a black cotton string,

arn or the neck of a person attacked by evil

spirits, or suffering [rom malarial fevers.
These mantras are never disclosed to
xmyhody.l"

Nddddora is a Dblack cotton thread having
seven ot nine knots with a charied paper in
one of these knots, The thread is first held
over burning incense, and then tied round the
attaching these

is generally chosen  for

threads.1t

1 Schoal Master, Ubhitdanda, Ratndgiri,
3 School Master, Fonde, Ratnigiri.

5 Schoaol Master, Chauk, Koliba.

¢ School Master, Bhuwan, Thina,

9 Rio Sitheb Shelke, Kolhipur.

? School Master, Béndivade, Ratnégiri.
i School Master, Pendur, Ratndgiri.

% School Master, Medhe, Koliba.

b School Master, Rdi, Thdna,

0 Schoeol Master, Biindivade, Ratniigiri,

1 School Master, Kélse, Ratndgiri.
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At Poladpur in the Roldba District, there
Lived a sorcerer who used to grve such amulets
and charned threads He placed about ten
or twelte copper rings or amulets 1n a copper
plate kept in the sun - Wiule thas exposed to
the sun these smulets were continvously watch-
ed by the sorceter for some bwohours, tepeating
certam mantras 3

At Malad m the Thana Distriey, copper
amulets and charmed black cotton threads
in the name of hal Bhuray, an mearnation
of the god Shivs, sre used as protective
agunst evll apints  They are tied to the nrms
or the neck of the duscased on an eclipse das,
on the last day of the Hindu calendar month,
or on a Tuesday, Wednesday snd Saturday

1t holhapur, the usc of 1mulets 1s generally
resorted to by people sufferng from the
attacks of el spirits or from malarl feters,
The sorccrer who exorcises the eul spirsts
writes certaitt mantras on & paper, or draws
eertain symbols and repeats the mantras over
them, The paper 1s then wrapped 1n an
mnglet mde of copper or silver, and fastened
to a cotton thread ‘Fhis amulet 13 tied round
the arm or the neck of the disensed  Belore
tying 1t to the arm or the nech, 1t is once
beld over burnng weense *

A saered arcle s frequently used 15 a pro-
tection f he crcle
on the ground with Ius stick, and the following
articles are put wnsideat  Cocornuts Jemans
red lead, and a Aokala gourd Iowls arc also
sacrificed to thus errcle  The hlling anof this
arclerscalled mandabharane by the exoreists *

Rice or Udid grawn, and ashes chiemed by
mantras, are scattered round 4 certun area
of Iand, or arc guen to a person supprd to
be affected by eval spinats  The spints eanmot
enter a place charmed m this manner  Thev
arealse settered round the place supposed
to be haunted by evil spints in the belief thnt
neither evil spints nor snahes ean tranegress
the boundary thus marked by 1t sorcerer

I Schoal Master Poladpur, haaba

3 Réo Siheb, Shelke, holbidpar

¥ School Master, Ubhddnda, Rataag ¢
1 Schoot Master, Ubhadéa 1a, Ratndz tr
* School Magter, hhopot , holaba

# School Master, Bdnd vade, hatnag n

Lormerly sages and sawts used to wmike
such sacred circles round therr remdence re-
peating certan mantras, for their protection
from eul spmts It believed that the
spinits cannot enter or leme these enchanted
circles  ‘They used to burs bottles contuning
such spints at the boundares of these circles
| There are many such places 1n the holhapor

District such as Buranséheb ot Brabmpun
| the Sadhubuwa of Panlala, and Babu Jawmsl
| at Rolhapur ©

It isa general behef among all classes ot

: Hindus in the Bombay Presidency that satur

day1s an unlueky dav, and mn somc places
| Fridiv and  Tuesday consudered
| mauspicrous

are alsp
| Sunday s considered as an ordtnars dis
| Monday Wednesdan and Thursdny
| believed to be auspicious or tucks dass
It 1> said that a thing suggested or thought
of on Frdiy cannot be carried aut success
fully
Sowmg seed and watering trees 1y strictly
forbidden on Sundav It belicved that
trees do not bear well 1t watercd on Sundavs ®

are

1

| Tuesday and I'riday are considered unluchy
davs for begnming a new tash  Wednesday
and Stturdry ave said to Lo amauspicious e
wniutmg anotker village ®

The numbers 2,6 11, and zero are behiesed
to be hxcky, 4 5, 10and 8 are unluchy and
1,3, 7and 9 are conwdered as nuddhing or
moderate

The figure zero is
10

by

some  considered

m3uspicion:
Tle numbers 5, 7,9 are sud by sme to

and 1, 3 11 and 13

be

wnsuspichus 1

Auspucious

0dd nuotbers are auspiius, and even nume
bers are said U be namspies 12

choot Master, Mufe, Thana
+ Schoot Master, Ddadivade, Ratnks ri,
& Raéa Siheb Stelke, Roth&pur
3 S_oof Muster, Fastss, Ratadgin
¥ Schon] Vaster, R, Thina
¥ Ré>S4 eb Shelie, ho hipur |
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The tollowing are genecrally held to be
auspiclous omens —

While going on any business, to come across
an unwidowed woman, a cow, Brihmans,a
five-petaled flower, or a pot filled with water ;1
the throbbing of the right eyehd and of the
right arm of a man, and of the lefl eyelid of a
woman , a Brihman coming m front witha
cup and a spoon m his hand after taking Ius
bath;? lhe appearance of a peacoch, the
Bltdradwdj or the blue jay, and the mongoose,
espectally when they pass on the lefl side ot
the person going on business.®

The following are consideied to be auspi-
ctous when seen within a hundied paces of 1
person starting on busmess ;—

Brahmans, unwidowed women, boiled food,
meat, fishes, nulk, any kind of coin, the bird
Chdsta or the blue jay, passmmg by the left
side, the appearance of the moon m front, a
person coming across one’s path with vessels
filled with water, and a married couple. a cow
with 1ts calf, images ot god, cocoanuts and other
fruits, the mother, wlute clothes, the sound
of a musical mstrument, a horse, an elephant,
curds, flowers, a hghted lamp, a jackal, a
spiritual preceptor, a public woman, a Mabhar,
a washerman coming with a bundle of washed
clothes, and a marriage procession *

The tollowing objects and persons ae
generally believed to be mauspicious .—

01, buttermilk, a couple of snakes, a mon-
key, pig, and an ass, firewood, ashes and cotton,
a person with a disfigured nose, 4 man dressing
his hair 1n the shape of a crown,1ed gailands,
wet clothes, a woman wearing red cloth, i
empty earthen vessel, a Brihman widow, 1
Brahmachdr: and
a widow, a bare-headed Brdhman, a cat going
across the path, a dog flapping his ears,
barber witl Ius bag, a beggar,

an unmarried Brdhman?,

meecting a

sneezmng, or the asking of a question at the
time of departure, waiting, meeting a person
with an emply vessel,® howling of dogs and
jackals, a pair of crows playing on the ground,
and a hghted lamp extingmshed by its fall
on the giound 7

While plans or proposals are being made, 1t
1s considered mauspicious if any one sneczes
o1 the sound of a hzard 15 heard S Mecting
a person of the depressed classes whose touch
1s pollution, or a Brahman who accepts funeral
gifts, 1s considered nauspicrons,® Meeting a
woman who 1s m her menses, a mourner, a
buftalo, a snake and a diwad are considered
mauspicious 2 An iron vessel or an iron bar,
cow dung c1kes, salt, grass, a broom, a vulture,
and a washerman bringing with lum dirty
clothies are also considered to be inauspicious
omens,11

Among the Hindus i Western India, for
the purpose of helping the spirit to go to
heaven safely, and for securing 1ts goodwill
towards the survivors, after death ceremonies
called the Sl dddhas are generally performed.
Some perform these ceremonies once a year
i the month of Blddrapada, and others per-
form them twice o1 thrice 1.6 on the anmver-
sary day of the deceased as well as in the
dark half of Bhddrapada, which 1s generally
the (pitru

known as manes’

pahsha) 12

The funeral solemmties peiformed from the
1st to the 14th day from the death of the
deceased are as described below :(—

On the first day, at the time of burmng the
dead body, a plot of ground is pumfied by
repeating certain mantras, and the corpse 1s
then placed on 1t

fortmight

Before setting the funeral
pile on fire, balls of boiled rice or wheat flour
are put on the face, the forehead, arms and

the chest of the corpse. Such balls are placed

* School Master, Ubhadanda. Ratnagir:
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on the body of tHed eas d only when deat}
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therc 13 an unlucks conjunct on of stars  Tle
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The oblat ons of the tenth Ivr are call d Das
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s cred tlreal after sppng 2 Ittle cows
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urn
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the dead body over it.
camphor cakes are placed on the body, and

Cocoanuts and

it is sel on fire, Among the Lingdyats and
Gosévis the d .ad are buried. DBefore burying,
the Lingdyats have to take a written order
from their priest, the Ayya or Jangam.
The paper is then tied to the neck of the
deceased, and the body is placed in a bag
made of new cloth, the head being allowed to
remain out of the bag. Bhasma or ashes, salt
and camphor are also put into the bag along

The

Jangam repeats manéras when the body is in the

with the corpse, which is then buried.
grave, No such wrilten order is necessary for
the burial of Gosdvis, A cocoanut is broken
time of

Among high class Hindus the

on the head of the corpse at the
burying it.
corpse is carried to the funeral ground in a
bier made of bamboos. Among the Lingdyats
a gaily dressed frame called Makhar is pre-
pared on Lhe bier, and ihe body is dressed with
clothes and head dress and seated in the Mak-
lar. Some of them carry the dead body in a
bag made of blanket. There is a cuslom of
keeping foot-prints on the spot where a San-
Jési is buried, and they are daily worshipped
by the people.! Among the Kathawatis of
Thdna and Koldba districts the dead body is
first buried, and after a few days the skeleton
is taken out of the grave and then burnt as
usual 2 Among the high class Hindus the
moustaches are shaved at the death of parents
paternal uncle and elder brother, wong the
Shudras it is not necessary to shave 3 Peﬁo\ns
who have lost Ltheir parents have to perform
certain funeral rites or Shrdddhas when they
visit holy places such as Bendres, Praydg,
Ayodhya and Ndsik, and they have to shave
their moustaches at all these places before
performing the funeral rites,® Moustaches

are also shaved as a penance for certain sins.

The dgnihotri, i.e,, one who preserves perpe-
tual fire in his ho'use for worship, has to get
himself shaved every fortnight.®

Among high class Hindus boiled rice is
daily offered to the dead after a portion has
been thrown into the fire, the remainder being
given to the crows. The portion thrown in
the five is called Vaishvadev, and that which is
given to the crows is called Kdgmwds, Among
other Hindus itis given on the last day of
Bhddrapada and on the date of the father's
death, annually.® Oblations of boiled rice are
given to the dead every day, on the last day of
the Hindu calendar month, on the date of a
person’s death every month, on the same date of
the dark half of Bhddrapada every year. These
oblations are put out of the liouse before taking
the meals. It is believed that the ancestors
come down in the form of crows to partake
of these offerings.” Oblations of cooked food
are also offered to a cow, and considered thus
10 be received by the dead. They are especially
given to the crows annually in the dark half of
Bhddrapada on the date of the deceased’s
death.®
the funeral ground, an oil lamp containing

After the corpse has been carried to

one colton wick is kept on the spot where the
deceased expired. The flame of the lamp is
directed towards the south as it is believed that
the soul goes to heaven by the south. A ball
rof boiled rice and a little quantity of water or
{ milk is kept daily for the first ten days near
the lamp while repeating the name of the
deceased and of the gofra to which it belonged,

The lamp is taken out of the house on the

N 11th day.?
T\Hindus believe that impurity attaches to all
i thi", things in the house in consequence of the
dea‘ All those
i things “which can be purified by washing are
! washed }gd taken back, while things like

of a person in that house.
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eartlen pots cooked food ctc are thrown
away spec 2l care be ng taken to break these
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the wallsof t! e F ouse are wl te wast 4TI
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It is belicved that after
going to Lhe temple on the 13th day, the sons
and the other members of the family are at

for the purpose.

liberty to go out of the house 2

At Kolhdpur it is believed thatl the deilies
Etaldi and Kélkdi of the Konkan districts
keep wilh themn evil spirits as their servants,
These servant spirits obey the orders of these
deitics. Some pcople in this dislriel go to
the temples of these deities and request them to
lend them the services of these spirit scrvants,
It is considered very lucky to sceure the
lielp of these spirits. The temple ministrant
then requests the deity to give a Kaul or omen,
TFor this purpose, the temple ministrant calls
on the deity to enter his body, and when he
is possessed by the spirit of the deity, he
allows the applicant to take with him one of
The

Gurav, or the ministrant. then explains to the

Lhe deity’s servants for a fixed period,

person the period for which the spirit servanl
is given, and the amount of the annual tribute
required to be given to the deity for the use of
her servanl, He also gives him a cocoanut
and sacred ashes. The applieant then returns
liome, belicving that the spiril servant will
follow him, and from that {ime he prospers.
This spirit servant is called Chetuk, and it
can be seen only by the person in whose charge
it is given by thc Gurav.2

At Achare in the Raindgiri District, the spirit
of a Brahman well versed in the 7edas is called
Mahdpurusha and it is said to be benevolent.
It haunts Pipal and Umbar trees.®

At Murb4d in the Thdna District, the spirit
known as Vetdl, the king of evil spirits, is

considered Lo be benevolent,*

The spirits known as Mahdpurush ‘haunts
the Pipal and Umbar rees, Avagat the ghost
of a widow haunts the dvali (Phyllanthus
emblica) tree, Alavant, the ghost of a woman
dying at chiidb'u'lh or during her menses, lives
in the Ndgchdmpa, Surang and the Kdjra
irces. Devachir, Sambandh, Munja, Zoting,
Khavis and Khdpra reside in trees and plants. »

The people of Kolhapur believe that the
spirits known as Bramhasambandh, Brahma
Rékshasa, and Khavis reside in trees.b

The spirits known as Devehir and Chalegnt
are considered Lo be the special protectors of
crops and cattle.”

The people of Ubhddinda in the Ratnagiri
District believe that the village deities and
the Devachirs are the speeial protectors of
crops and cattle. Offerings of fowls and
cocoanuls are made to them annually,$

At Kochare in the Ratndgiri District, the
spirit known as Viswiti is believed to be the
special protector of crops and cattle.?

The people of the Kokiba District consider
that the spirits known as Mhashya, Khavis,
and Bidndav are thc'protectors of crops and
cattle.10

At Dahinu in the Thdna District, the spirit
Cheda is believed to be the guardian of crops
and cattle,1!

The people of Kolhdpur believe that the
deities of the fields prolect the crops and
cattle. Those who are in possession of Lhe
Chetulk, or the servant spirit, are sure to find
their crops and cattle protected by this servant
spirit.1?

Evil spirits are not usually invoked to
frighten children, but occasionally the names
of goblins such as Bdgulbawa, Bowaji, Gosdvi
ete. are mentioned to scare them, ¥

1 School Master, Mdldd, Théna.

3 School Master, Achare, Ratndgiri.
5 School Master, Achare, Ratndgiri
7 School Master, Fonde, Ratndgiri.

? School Master, Kochare, Ratndgiri.
11 School Master, Dahdnu, Théna.

2 Rio Sdheb Shelke, Kolbdpur.

1 School Master, Murbdd, Thdna.

$ Réo Saheb Shelke, Kothdpur.

8§ Sohool Master, Ubhdddnda, Ratndgir,
10 School Master Varsai, Koldba,

12 R4o Sdheb Shelke, Kothdpus,

13 School Master, Achare, Ratndgiri.



CHAPTER VII

TRFF 4ND SERPENT WORSHIP

Groves of manyo trees are considered to be
sacred a3 they have a pleasing appearance
and afford grateful shelter against the licat of
the day It 19 2 general belief among Hindus
that trees from wlich such plensurc and pro
tection 2re derived must naturally be the abode
of the gods, There are mny such groves m
Satara  Duning the spring season people go
to these groves and worship the trees The
Hindus heve a general prejudice agmnst
«cutting hving trees which yield frmts, and 1t
15 considered specially 1nauspicious to cut the
following trees —

Umbar, } ad or Baman tree, Pipal, Saundad
or Sham, Palus, Bel, Rtui, dcals and the Tuln
plant for it 13 believed that these trees are
the abode of deities, ¢ g the god Dattatraya
rendes mder the Umbar tree, the goddess
Parvati on the Baman tree, and the god Vishnu
rendes near the Tuln phnt  The god
Brahme, the crestor of the world, 13 fomnd 1n
the Pipal tree  The plantam tree 1s also con-
sudered to be sacred  Whule gathering a banch
of plantauns, the tree 11 first cut before the
bonch  Itas dered p to gather

1

At Fonde 1n the Desgad talaka 1t 18 con
sidered inuspicions to cut the trees and the
groves that surround the temple of & illage
deity, for they are belirved to
that deity +

Velong to

At Padghe n the Thana District the trees
which are supposed to have been haunted by
exil spinats such as Saml andh, Vunje Deva.
char ete are not generally cut by the prople
through fear of Uise spirts,  When any
tree 10 cutdown the custom i to keep a stonr
at the root of the tree in order that the
plice miy no longer be affected or haunted
by the spinit » the tree © There aze certain
families wlo do nol burn Pipal, Ahair or
Shurant wosd  Thev beliese that the burming
of these trees ciuses barm to their famidies
It 11 said that the burming of U Apta tree
camses he breeding of the insect known ay
Gochads 1 ¢ the eattle or dog louss ©

There 19 an Ardumbar tree of the god
Dattatraya st Blullawads 2nda big Banuan
tree near the math of the Lingapat emdms
named hadappa near holhapur  which are

the bunch without 30 domng *

There are certun groves at Ubhadanda in
the Vengurla taloka of the Ratnagiri Dustrict
which are supposed to be haunted by Dera
chars, and are thcrefore not cut by the
people 2

The people of Ibhrampur In the Cliplm
talcks connder it imampicions o cut the F ad
and Pepal trees of which tle thread ceremo-
nies have been performed, After the thread
ceremony of thess trees 13 orer 3 stone phit-
form is raised around thewm 3

T\ sy 4greb Brede hota, £
3§ torl Maseer, Itréz, 1, Pacign
3 Betor) Marter, Patgte THia

tupped br the people of the nrighbouring
nillagrs, The Saundad tree briter known ae
Shame, 15 worshipped once 2 year on the
Datara thr 10th day of the bright lalf of
4shmin (October) [ftis said that Pama the
screnth merrnation of Vishna  kept bio arme
on tbe Shamitree daning his fourtren years
exle and took them back agun when br
marrhed apon Lacks or Ceylon to kill Pawsn
the demon king of Cerlon VW1 I going 1o
Lazka br bowed to thr Shami tree and as
be was saceesiful 1 bin ondertaling, the
Mara His uswd to start for a camps gnon thr

S toe Mawer, Lidddanta, Pacsigr.
4 Scroct Ma ter, Feale, Passbon,
18 2 Marer,Da gams, Thi~x
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Dasara day after worshipping the Shami tree,
and distributing its leaves among their {riends
calling it This
1o be the origin of the festival of Dasara,

is said
A

speeics of the tamarind tree called Gorakh

Suwarn or gold,

Chineh is said to be connected with the IHindu -

saint Gornhhniith,  For this reacon this tree
is worshipped by the people,
held every yearat Battis Shirale in the Satiea
District, which is situated ot a  distanee of
about ten miles from Kolluipur,1

The Pipal, the Umbar, the 'ad or Bnnian

A great fair js -

tree, and the Tulsi plant are worshipped by

Iindus in general,  The dpta tree iv wor-
shipped by Hindus on the Dasara day, and its
leaves are distributed under the name of sone,
or gold, among their fricnds and relatives ®
At Medhe in the Rola taluka of the Kolibn
I'ehala (Belerie
myrobalan) which is believed to be camneeted
with the loeal deity Mhasola,

District, there is o trec
It is consi-
dered to be o sacred tree, and nobody dares to
cut it or to touch it with the feet.®

At Shirgdon in the Mihim talukn of the
Thina District there is a Rdnjani tree on the
Bank of  {ank called Khambale, whichi is said
to be connceted with the deity Brahma; and

Umbar—When the god Vislmu in s fourth
inenrnation, called Narsinh, i,e, half mn and
hialf lion, tore into picces the lody of the
demon named . Hiranyakashipu with his claws,
he felt & burning sensation of the poison from
the body of that demon. which was assuaged
by thrusting his hands into the trunk of the
Umbar or dwadumbar tree.t

In order that they may got the auspicious
sight of & deity early in the morning, Hindus
generally plant the Umbar and Tulsi trees in
front of their Louses, and worship them daily.

The juice of the root of the Umbar has a

cooling effeet, and hence it is frecly used in

, ciases of measles er jteh,

- believed

therefore no branch of that tree is cut by the !

peeple,
treed

At Génagipur in the Kolhdpur District,

there is a Fad tree connected with the saint
. . cAree.
There is also |

Kabir, Itis called Kabirvad,
an Anwdumbar tree conneeted with the god
Dattitrayn, and known as Dattdtraya dwdum-
bars .

The Umbar, Pipal, I'ad, and the Tulsi
plant are considered lo be sacreds and are
respected by Hindus, The following are some
of the legends about their sacredness,

It is considered harmful to cut the |

Its sap is also usad
as medieme for swellings, It is very pleasant
to sit under the shade of this tree, and as it is
that the  god  Dattitraya resides
heneath this trees it is held very sacred by the
Hindus,*

Pipal—The Pipal tree is considered very
saered because it s believed that thc- god
Bralmwn resides in the roots, the god Vishnu
in the trunk. and the god Shiva on the top of
this tree. Persons who make a particular vow
or have any objects to be fulfilled worship the
Pipal tree, and walk round it several times
The

Devacluir, Munja, and 7'etdl haunt the Pipal

every day,® evil spirits  Sambandh,
These spirils are considered to be the
servants of the god Shiva, It is alco believed
that persons who worship and walk round this
tree daily are nol affected by those spirits,
The Pipal trce is specially worshipped at
dawn on Saturday as it is considered that the
gods Brahwa, Vishnu, and Mahesh or Shiva

happen to be there at that time.?

+ Rio Siiheb Shelke, Kolndpur,
3 School Master, Medhe, Koldba.
6 School Master, Umele, Thiina,
7 Rdio Sdhel Shelke, Kolhipur,

2 School Master, Shiravade, Ratndgiri.
! Schoo! Master, Shirgaon, Thdna,

6 School Master, Fande, Ratndgiri.,

f Rio Sdheb Shelke, Kolhdpur,

? School Master, Ubhdddnda, Ratndgiri.
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Muralis, They are married to the ged Khan-
doba, and have to earn their livelihood by
begging in villages, A male child thius offered
1o the god is called a Vighya

There is a custom of offering children to the
deities Yallamma and Khandoba in fulfilment of
vows made in order to get a child. 'The child
is taken to the temple of these deities, accom-
panied with musie, The temple ministrant
asks the child to stand on a wooden board on
a heap of rice in front of the deily, and puts
into its hands a paredi—a flat basket of
bamboo, tying to its neck the darshana of the
deity. A female child is married to the
dagger— Katydr—of the deily. When once
this ceremony has been performed, parents
abandon their rights to such children. When
these children come of age, the males can marry
but the females cannol. The latter earns her
livelihood begging jogava in the name of the
goddess Amba with a paradi in her hand, A
male ¢chuld offered to the goddess Yallamma is
called jogata, and a female, jogatin, Children
dedicated to the goddess Mdydka arc called
Jogi and Jogin, Children offered to Firangdi
and Ambdbdi are called Bhutya (male) and
Bhutin (female).2

In the Konkan districts there is a class of
women known as Bhdvinis who are said to be
married to Khanjir, i.e., a dagger belonging to
lhe god. They are also called deva yoshita, i.e,,
prostitutes offered to the god. They have no
caste of their own. They retain the name of the
castc to which they originally belonged, such
as Mardthe Bhdvini, Bhanddri Bhdvini, Sutdr
Bhavini, cte. The following account is given
of the origin of the sect of Bhdvinis. A
woman wishing to abandon her husband goes
to the temple of a village derty at night, and in
presunee of e people assembled in  that
temple she takes oil {from the lamp burning in
the temple, and pours it upon her head. This
process is called Deval righane, ie., to enter
into the scrvice of the temple,  After she has
poured swecet oil from the lamp upon her head,

She becomes the maid servant of the temple, and
is free to behave as she likes,  Daughters of
such Bhdvinis who do not wish to marry,
undergo the process of shesa bltarane, and
The
sons of the Bhivinis have an equal right to the
property of their mother, bul any daughter
who marries a lawful husband loses her share
in the property of her mother, A Devali
follows the occupation of blowing the horn or
cornet, and is entitled to hold the torches in the

follow the occupation of their mothers.

marriage ceremonies of Lhe people in the village.
Many of them learn the arl of playing upon
the tabour—mrudunga—and are wuscful to
Kathekaris. i.e., those who recite legends of the
Some of them
become farmers while others are unoceupied.

gods with music and singing,

Bhdvinis follow the occupation of a maid-
servant in the temple, but their real occupation
is that of public women, They are not scorned
by the public. On {he contrary, they are
required to be present at the time of a marriage
to tie the marriage-string—>Mangalsutra—of
a bride, for they are
perpetual unwidowhood—‘Janma
Some of the houses of Bhdvinis become the
favourite resorts of gamblers and vagabonds,
In the absence of a daughter, a Bhdvini pur—
chases a girl from a harlot, and adopts her as
her daughter to carry on her profession.3

supposed to enjoy
suwdsini.”

Snakes are believed to be the step-brothers
of the gods. They reside under the earth
and are very powerful.
sidered to be very beautiful among creeping
animals, and is one of the ornaments of the
god Shiva, An image of a snake made of

brass is kept in the temple of the god Shiva,

The snake is con-

and worshipped daily along with the god.
There is a custom among the Hindus of
worshipping Ndga, i.¢,, the cobra, once a year
on the Niga panchami day, i,c,, the fifth day
of the bright half of Shrdwan ( August ),
Images of snakes are drawn with sandalpaste

she has no further connection with her husband., l on a wooden board or on the walls of houses,

P

1 School Master, Palshet, Ratndgiri.

2 Rdo Sdbeb Shelke, Kolhdpur,

3 Schoot Master, Kdlshe, Ratndgiri.
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and worsiupped by Hindu women on this dvy
Durea griss, sacred to Ganpaty, parched nicc
tahya, legumes kadadar, and milk are offered
to this image, Some people go to the snakes
abode Jarul—an ant-hill—on this dav o
woralnp the snake stself, 1f (hev happen fo
enteh sight of 1t *

It 1s snd that at Battisa Shirale i tle
Belgaum District the real Ndga comes out of
1ts bade below the exrth on thes dav, and is
worslupped by the people Mulk and lahga,
parched rice, are put outside the house at night
on this day with the intention that they mas
be consunied by # sake  Hindus do not dig
or plough the eatth on Aaga panclame day
Fren vegetnbles are not cut and fried on this
dar by some people 2

Eartlen images of snakes are worslupped
by some people 10 the Konkan districts on the
Néga panchami doy. The Nags 1s connidered
to be &, Brahman by caste, and 1t 1s beheved
that the family of the person who kills a
snake bocomes extinet  The cobrs being con-
sdered a Brahman, 1ts dead body 18 adorned
with the ganame and then burnt as that of »
humanbeing A copper com 1 8lso thrown
inta its funeral pie 3

Ateertun williges in the Deccan a big
earthen image of n mwke is conseerated in a
pubhc place on the Ndga panchamt diy, and
worshipped by Hindusin genersl
sing their songs 1 cwrcles before thiy fmage
whnle men peeform tamashds by ats side  In
fact, the day 1s enjosed by the peaple
as 6 holidav  The snake is removed next day,
and an idol m the form of a man mde of
mud iv sentedin jts plice  Tlusidol is enlled
Shieklshet, who iv said ence to have been
& kung and to have ruled over this carth for
o and onc-fourths of a ghateda, v ¢, for
lf an bour anly  Tlua div, is observed s
 dav of reymemng by the peopte ¢

Women

The names of tle sanhe  deities arc
Takshaka, Vasuki and Shesha  Theie shrines
are at Rolhapur, “agothwme, Priyags
Nagaderackt Wadi and Subrambamya A great
fur1s held every year at Battisr Slurale on
[ the Naga panchams dry ¢

There is a
Savantwad:

shrine of » snake derty ar
The mamagement of the shnne
s the Innds of Hie State officials It

believed that a real snake restdes thepen &

There 13 a4 shrine of a snake deity at \was

m the \libag tslaka of* the Kolaba District,

| where a great fur 13 beld every vear on the
(18t diw of the bright MIf of Karted
| { November) Itwssad that persons suf-
fering from anakebites recover when taken

time to this temple &

Itas said that a coretous person who
acquires great wealth during lus hfe-time and
dies without enjoying it, or without 1ssue,

| becomes a snake after death and gunrds by

| buried treasures At holhapur there was «
Sawhar—poneydender—nimed  hodutkar
who 13 s01d to have becotie a saske, and to
gusrd lus treasures In the ullage of

| Railava in the Panhals petha of the Rolhupur
Dustrict there ts a snike n the house of 1
Kulkarni, wlo scares away those who try to
enter the storchouse of the Rolkarni ¥

Ttis a genernl belief among the Hindus

| that snakes guard treasures. TL s sad thae
there are certun places guirded be smakes
m Goa termtory  Persons who were compelled
to abandon Portuguesc lerntory owing 1o
rehigious persecutions at the lands of the
Portuguese buned therr treasures beneath the
ground  Those who died during exile are sud
to hnve become  bhuts or ghosts, and st 1
bediesed that they guard therr buried trevsares
in the form of snakes ®

The Hindus genesally belicse that the snakes
who guard buricd trensures do not allow an
one tago nenr them The  snnke frghtens
those who tre to approach, but when he wishes

T Schoot Master, Mitbv, Rataagin
% Rehoot Master, Khopol, hotiba
& Schoot Muster, Pendar, Ratadgrrt
¥ Tdo Sibeb Rhalhoy. halhipur

+ Schoal Mester, Kilshe Ratndgirt
4 Rio Subeb Shelke, Kolhaper

# Schoo! Master, Apte, sawel, hotdte
# Schoo! Master, Ubhddinda, Ratodgin
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beginv to speak through the vietm  lhe
sorcerer enquires what the snthe wnts  The
snahe gives reasons for biting the person, W hen
any thing thus asked for by the snake as
offured, the sictim comes to Ins scnses, and 19
wcured  There are miny witne sses to the above
fact

At Mitbay an the Ratnagir District cluckens
numbiring from twenty o twenty-five are
applicd to the wound caused by the snakebte
A clucken has the power of drawing out the
poon from the body theougls the wound, but
tlus causes the duath of the chicken. The
remedy abose desuribed 11 sure 1o be successful
if at s tried withm three hours of  the
person being bitten  Thre are severnl other
mediemes which aet an the snakebite, but they
must be gnen very promptly  There are some
wen sn thus willage who gve charned water for
snake or any other bies, Many persons
suffermg from snakebite have been cured by
the usc of manlras and charmed waler 2

VWater from the taks or Vetarare v the
Savantwadi State nd Manjire m Gorterntory
15 generally used a3 me dicine for sikebite It
15 beLieved tht by the power of mantras a snike
can be prevented from entermg or } g a
parcatar aren  Tlus process 15 enlled ‘sarpa
béndhane!
draw snakes out of their holes by the use of
therr mantras, and carry tham awiy without

There are some soreerers who cam

toucling thum with ther Junds,8

At Adnare, i the Rajapur taluht, roots of
certan herbs arc miced m water aod appled
to the wound causcd by the snakebute, and
given to the sufferer to drink +

At Naniagre in the Ratndgin District, persony
soffering from snakebite are given the yusce of
Aadulimb leaves, and are kept m the temple
of Hiwuman The feet of the deaty ar
washed with holy witer, and the water 15 gren
to the victim to drink 3

1 smke 15 beliered to hase
Jewel or mans m ats head, and it loses ats life

v owhit
when tlus jewel is removed Tl jewe? bas
the powir of drawing out the porson of
snakebite  Wien 1t s npphied to 1he wound
it becomes green but when kept i mlk for
somelirne, 1t losrs 1ts greenness and reverts to
its usual white colour It gives out to the
mitk all the posson that has been absorbed
from the wound and the milk beconns green
This jewed e be psed several tmes 2y a0
The
green milh must be bunied under ground, s
thit st miy not be used agun by oy e
else @

absorbent of the ponson of snakebite

Tt 3a believed that an old snabke baving Lng
late on 1ts body has @ yewel mots head i
Jewel i3 compared with the colours of n
rambow  The snake c1a take this jewl from
sts head at mpht, and search for food i ita
Such
habutation of human beings, but always resde
m the depth of the Jungle  This species of
snake 13 clicd Deea Sarpa, 1 ¢, & snabe
belonging to a deity Tt 13 related that a
sutke wis born of 8 womw in the Rinkar's
housc at Tardal 1 the Sangl State, and
another in the Gabals house at
Kolhipur ¥

lustre snakes pever come near the

one

3 Réo Bibeb Shelke, holbipur
1 School Master, Ubhddinda, Ratodped
¥ School Master, Ndringre, Ratndglri.

+ School Master, Mutbdv, Ramigury.
¥ School Master, Adiace, Ratadgiei.
¢ School Master, Kdlshe, Ratabguri,

* ao Siheb Shelke, Kolhdpur.



CHAPTER VIII.

TOTEMISM AND FETISITISM,

The worship of tolems, or Devaks, prevails
among Hindus in Western India.  The term
Deval: is applied to the deity or deities
worshipped at the beginning of a thread or
a marringe cercmony.  The ceremony is as
follows: A small quantity of rice is put into
awinnowing fan, and with it six small sticks
of the Umbar tree, each covered with mango
leaves and cotton thread. These are worshipped
Near the winnowing fan is kept
vessel filled with riee,

as deities.
an carthen or copper
turmerie, red powder,” betelnuts, “sweet balls
made of wheat flour, ghi and sugar ; and on
the top of the vesscl is a small sprig of mango
thread.

and a cocoanul  covered with  cotton

This vessel is also worshipped as a deity,
and offerings of swect eatables are made to it
After the worship of this vesscl, the regular
ceremony of  Punydhavachanu is performed.
Twenty-seven Mdtrikds, or village and local
deities, represented by betelnuls are consecerated
in anew winnowing fan or a bamboo basket.
Seven Matrilas are made of mango leaves, six
of which contain durva grass, and the scventh
darblia grass. Each of them s bound with
a raw cotton thread separately.
worshipped along with a Kalasha or a copper
lota as mentioned above. This copper lofa
is filled with rice, betelnuts, turmerie, ete., 2
sprig of mango leaves is placed on the lofa,
and a cocoanut is put over it, The lola is
also bound with a cotton thread. Sandalpaste,
rice, flowers, and durva grass are required for
its worship. An oil lamp called drati is waved
round the devak, the parents, aud the boy or
the girl whose thread or marriage ceremony is to

They are

be performed. A Sumdsini is called and
requested to wave this Arati, and the silver
coin which is put into the drati by the parents

is taken by her, The father takes  the
winnowing  fan and the mother takes the
Kalaslka, and they are carried from the mandap
to the devak conscerated in the house. A
lighted lamp is kept continually burning near
this devalk {ill the cowplction of the ceremont.
After completion of the thread or mnrri:x{:rc
ceremony the deval is again worshipped, and
the ceremony  comes lo an end.  The deity in
the devak is requested Lo depart on the sceond
or the fourth day from the date of its con-
sceration.  No mourning is obseryed during
the period the devak remains installed in the
house.

Among Marithis and many of the lower
classes in the Ratndgiri District the brancli of
a I'ad, Kadamba, mango, or an Apta tree is
worshipped as their devak or Lul 2

Somec Murdthds have a sword or & dagger
as their deval, which is worshipped by them
before commencing the ritual of the marringe
ceremony.?

The family known as Rine at Niringre in

the Davagad 1aluka of the Ratndgiri Distriet,

and the families known as Gadakari and
Jadhava at Mdlwan, consider the 7"ad or Banian
trec as their deval and do not muke use of its
leaves. In the same manner, some people con-
sider the Kedamba trc("sncrcd to their family.?

There are some people .among the Hindus
in Weslern India whose surnames are derived
from the names of animals and plants, such as
Boke, Léndage, ITigh, Dukre, Kinale, Garud
More, Mhase, Ilede, Keer, Popat, Ghode,
Sheldr, Gdyatonde, Wighmdre, Shélunke,.
Bhende, Padwal, Wadlke, Apte, Ambekar,
DPimpallhare, Kell:ar and Kdlle,

The Hindus believe that a cow, a horse, and
an elephant are sacred animals. The cow is
treated with special respeet by the Hiudus

* School Master, Adivare, Ratndgiri.

2 School Master, Kilshe, Ratnisigir:,

3 School Master, Achare, Ratndgiri,
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m general, and the bull by the Lingagats and
olmen  The milk, the unne, and the dong of
# cow 1r¢ used as medicines, and they are also
sncn s offenngs to the god i srenifices

The Shelar family considers the sheep s
thewr devak, and they do not eat the flesh of a
steep The Shalunke famis
Ahatunhior sparrow  People belongmg to the
More famly do not eat the fiesh of a pencoch
as they consider 1t to be there deval 1

The 1’1 andants whese surname 1s Padwal
ds not et the vegetatle of a snakesgourd or
Padwal 2

Hundus do not ent the flesl of the ammal
respeeted by theny and those who offer anv
frut to thewr guru asa token of respect do
not ¢t that frwt m future  Some Hindus do
not «at omens, garlic and the frut of a palm
tree  ‘Lhe frutt of a tree believed to be the
deeak of A famils 15 not eaten by tle members
of that fmily

e families of Ravn wnd Rane do not trke
thar food on the Ieaf of a 7ad or Baun
tree ns they consider it to be their deval 3

There are som¢ Hindu famuies m the
Bol b1 Ditrict who behieve that their Lol or
tatem consists of the tortorse and the goat, and
they dy not ent the flesh of sueh anmnls A
ceetam comnumty of the Taihyas or traders
known as Swar behieve that a jack tree or
Phanas 1 ther kul, and they ds not use the
lems of Wt teee ¢

Tespects the

It 15 believed among the Hindus that the
ety Satreds protects chuldren for the first
three months from thew arth  The deitv as
worslupped on the £ifth d1y from the birth of
n eluld, and f there oceurs any omission or
error in the worslup of that dexty, the child
begns to crv, or docs not keep good health,
On sach occamons the parents of the cluld
make cerstun vows to the deity, and af the
el reeorers, the parents ga to a yungle, and
collect seven smll stones  They then besmear

the stones with red load and oil, and worslap
them along with a she goatn the minner i
which the vow was promused to be fulfilled 5
The horse 14 connected with the worship of
the god Rhandobt brcause tlis ammal
sacred to thit detv  bang s fyounte

1

vehicle  For tlns re1con all the dovatees or
Bhaktas of Khiandobn take eire to worship the
horse 1n order that ats master, the god Khin
doba, mav be pleased with them

It 15 wellknown tlat the cow 15 considered
ns most sicred of all the ammals by the
Hindus, reson vestgned for thie
speca1l veneration 1s that Al the deities dwell

and the

1n the cow

The Nands, or v Lullxch made of stone
consecrated n front of the temple of Shna
the 7 agh or a tiger at tle temple of a god less
and cows and dogs i the temple of Dattatriva
are worshupped bn the Hindus

The mouse, bewng th velselt of Ganpaty the
god of wisdom, 15 worslipped by e peaple
along with that god

In the honkan cuttle are worshapped by the
Hindus on the first dav of Rartika, and they
are made to pass orer fire

The mountams harng cres and tewmples of
detes are generally worshipped by the
Hmndus  Tle Alucha Pabad the Girmar, the
Panclmndly, the Bralansgir, the Sabyadr,
the Lungar, the Jundancha dongar, the Manja
dongar at Junmar, the Tugabneha dongar, the
Ganesh Lene, and the Shivabas are the princi-
pal hols wountwos in the Bombay Presidency

Mount Abu, known asthe Abucha Palad 1s
belicved to be vers sacred, and many Hindus
go on 8 pilgemage to that mountam,

fhils arc worshipped at Ganpati Pule
and Chaul At Pule there 3¢ 2 temple of the
god Ganpaty, the son of Slura snd at Chanlm
the Koldba Dustrict there 1s 8 temple of the
god Dsttatrara

1 Schoal Master, Anjarle, Ratadgul
» School Master, Fonde, Ratodg ri

% School Master, Achare, Ratndgn
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. The place which produces sound when water’
is poured over it is considered to be holy, and
is worshipped by the people,

In the Deccan, hills are worshipped by the

people on the Narak chaturdashi day in |

Dipawdli, 14th day of the dark half of Ashwin
(October),  The legend of this worship is

that the god Shri Krislna lifted the Govardhan |

mountain on this day, and protected the people
A hill made of cowdung is
house en the Narak

of this world.
worshipped at  every
-chaturdashi day 1

Stones of certain kinds are first considered
as one of the deitics, or as onc¢ of the chief
heroes in the family, and then worshipped by
the people.  Many such stones arc found
worshipped in the vicinity of any temple.

A stone coming out of the earth with a
phallus or lingam of Shiva is worshipped by
the Hindus.
Jungle, it is worshipped by them at least once
.a year, and daily, if practicable, in the month
of Adhilamds, an intercalary month which

If such a lingam lics in a deep

-comes every third year?

The red stones found in the Narmada river
represent the god Ganpati, and are worshipped
by the people.

A big stone at Phutaka Tembha near Murud
in the Ratndgiri District is worshipped by the
people, who believe it to be the monkey god
Hanumidn or Mdruti. All the stone images of
gods that are called Swayambhu or self-
-cxistent are nothing but rough slones of
peculiar shapes. There are such swayambku—
natural-images—at Kelshi and Kolthare in the
Ratndgiri District.?

There is a big stone at Palshet in the
Ratndgiri District which is worshipped as
KglikgdeviA

Stones are sometimes worshipped by the
people in the belief that they are haunted by

«evil spirits, We have for example-a stoen

called Mora Dhonda lying by he scashore at
Mdlwan in the Ratndgiri District. It is
supposed to be haunted by Devachir,s

The stones which are once conseerated and
worshipped as deitics have lo be continually
worshipped, even when perforated. The small
round, white stone slab known as Pishnu pada,
whicls is naturally perforated, is considered to
be holy, and is worshipped daily by the Hindus
along with the other images of gods. The
holes in this slab do not extend right through.t

It is considered inauspicious to worship the
fractured images of gods, but the perforated
black stone called Shdligrim, taken from the
Gandaki river, is considered very lholy, and
worshipped by the people.  For it is believed
to be perforated from ils very beginning,
Every Shaligrim has a hole in it, even when jt-
is in the river,?

Broken stones are not worshipped by the
But the houseliold gods of the
Brihmans and other higher classes which are

prople.

called the Panchdyatan—a collection of five
gods—pgenerally consist of five stones with holes
in them,8

No justances of human sacrifices occur in
India in these days, but there are many
practices and cusloms which appear to be the
survivals of human sacrifices. These survivals
arc visible in the offerings of fowls, goats,
buffaloes, and fruits like cocoanuts, brinjals,
the Kohdle or pumpkion gourd and others.

Human sacrifices are not practised in these
days, but among the Karhida Brahmans there
is a practice of giving poison to animals in
order to satisfy their family deity. It is said
that they used to kill a Brihman by giving
him poisoned food.

It is believed that the people belonging to
the caste of Karhdda Brdbmans used to offer
human sacrifices to their deity, and therefore
nobody relies on 2 Karhdda Brihman in these

1 Rio Sdheb Shelke, Kolhdpur,
3 School Master, Anjarle, Ratnagiri.
5 School Master, Kilshe, Ratndgiri,
7 Rdo S4heb Shelke, Kolhipur.

2 School Master, Medhe, Koldba,

4 School Master, Palshet, Ratnigiri,
¢ School Master, Mokbide, Théna.

3 School Master, Kdlshe, Ratndgiris



FOLEKIOLF OF

THE AONAAN a1

diys  There1s a proverb m Maraths wlsch
means that & smm e trust even 2 Rawa
or a batcher but not & harhada

is they cannot offer humin sicnifices m
these dags, 1t 15 sad that during the Navaralra
holidiys, 1, e, the first mne digs of the
Yright balf of dhnin (October), they offer
posoned food to crows, dogs and otler
ammals

At Kalshe mthe Malwan talohs of the
Ratnagini Dustrict, the servants of gods, 1¢,
the ministrants or the Bhopis of the temple
prick their breast with 2 hmfe on the Dasara
duy,and ery out loudly the words ‘Roga
No blood comes from the breast 15
This appears to be 2

“Roya
the wound s shight
surynal of homn sicrafice 7

In the Bwmbiy  Presdiney nd
aspecnlly m the Ronkan  districts, fetsh
generally worslupped  for the

more

stones  are
purpose of werting el ond curing diserses
In every villige stones ace founl sacred to
spint desties Lhe Baluroby, Chedob, Khan
dsba, Mlasobs, Zotmg Vetal, Jakhar, hokas
halkas and others  The Iow ¢)1ss prople such
13 Mahars, Mangs, etc, apply red lewd and
ol to stones, and e1ll them !y onu of the above
names, and fgnorant p ople arc very much
afrad of such deities  Thry beheve that such
d stics have eaitrol over all the ewvil spinits or
ghosts It 1s sul that the spint Vital starts
to tahe a round sn a willage on the mghtof the
nomoon diy of every month, accompinied by
AI the ghosts  When any epudemic provails
i a nillage, peaple offer to these Fetish stones
offtemgs of catables, covownnts, frwls an
goats

Thire s 2 stne daty mmed  Bhava
at Rolisare in the Bavadi State, to whom
+ s are made by the people to care diseases
\s the duty v the burmng ground 1t s
mituralls believed that this 19 the abode of
spinte

T School Master, Chawk, holita

3 Schoal Maste, Fonde, Ratnag r1.
* S hoot Master, Niningre Ratneg i

At Achar, m the Malwan tsluka of the
Rataagie District, the round stones bnown as
Rshetrapal arc supposed to possess the power
of curing thseises, 1nd are also beheved to be
the abode of spirits 4

At \divare, i the Ralnagin Distriet, ture
15 1 slone named Wehdr Purukha which s
worshipped by the people when cattle diseast
prevals, especinlly the disense of a laege tick
or the cattle or dog lousc 3

At Ubliadand, n the Ratnagin District
there are stones which are beheved to
Le humted by Vetal Bhotnath Rawilnath
and such sther seryints of the god “hiva
and it 18 supposed that they have the power of

some

curng epidiaie dierses Peaple make v ws
> thise stones when any dise ise presuls w the
Joality

The Hindus gen rilly commder as saencd alt
objects that are the mews of thar Lveliliood,
and tor this reason the oihw 0 worship ther
ol mll the Brahmans hold i senceation the
srered  thread—1adnoparet,—and  rebgious
books e goldsm thy conud ¢ therr hrepots
wsiered nd do ot towch them with e
feet my sm acedently happens to
toweh them with s foot I
bows bty them

It 1s behieved by the Hindus that the, broom
the winnawmg fan, tic payah~a measure of
four thers, the Samar or sweetoil Liap, 1

In s

apoligises nd

metal vessel, fire and Saham or the Jevigating
shb should not be touched with foot

The metils gold, siher, and copper, the
hung's coms jewels and pearls corns, the
Shaligram stone, the Ganpal: stone from the
Narmadi nver, conchishull, sicred nshes,
edephant tusks, the horny of anwild ox (Gara),
tiger sk deer skin, suilk, cunds, gli, cow's
oniw, Hel, basil leaves or Taln, cocormts,
betelnuts, and Aowers are considered as scred
by the Hindus and mo one will dare to touch
them with his foot

+ Sehool Master, Achare Datsgg rt
% 5 ool Master, Ubhadanda, Patag ri
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Hindus worship annually on the Dasara day
thic arms and all the instruments or implements
by which they carn their livelihood.  The corn
sieve, the winnowing basket, the broom, the
rice-pounder, the plough, the dwnia or wood
bill, and other such implements are worshipped
oun this day. The agriculturists respeet their
winnowing fans and corn sicves, and do not
touch them with their feet,

In the Kolbdpur Distriet all the instruments
and implements are worshipped by the people
one day previous to the Dasara loliday. This
worship is called Khdndepujan, They also
worship all agricultural instruments, and tic to
them leaves of Pipal and mango trees.?

A new winnowing fan is considered to be
holy by the Hindus, It is filled with rice,
fruits, cocoanuts and betelnuts, and a Khana—a
piece of bodicecloth—is spread over it, It is
then worshipped and given to a Brihman lady
in fulfilment of cerlain vows, or on the occasion
of the worship of a Briahman Dampatya or
married pair,

The broom is considered to be holy by the
Hindus, Red powder—Kunku—is applicd to
a new broom before it is taken into use. It
should not be touched with the feet.

At Rewadanda, ju the Koldba District, some
people worship a wood-bill or Koyata on the
6th day from the birth of a child. The rice-
pounder, or Mausal, is worshipped by them as a
deval at the time of thread and marriage
cercmonies.?

Fire is considered to be holy zl.mong the high
class Hindus. It is considered as an angel
that conveys the sacrificial offerings from this
earth to the gods in heaven. It is considered
as one of the Hindu deities, and worshipped
daily by high class Hindus. A Brihman has

to worship the firc every day n connection with
the ceremony Faishwadeva—oblations of boiled
rice and ghi given to the fire. It is also
worshipped by the Hindus on special religious
oceasions,

Tire is worshipped at the time of Yadnas or

Sacrifices, Sacrifices are of five kinds, They
are—
Devayadna, Bhutayadna or Brakmayadna,
Rishiyadna or Atithiyadna, Pitruyadna and
Manushyayadne.  The offerings of rice, ghi,
fircwood, T'il or sesamum, Java or barley, etc,
are made in these yadnas, It is also wor-
shipped at the time of Shrdvani or Upakarma—
the ceremony of renewing the sacred thread
annually in the month of Shrdvan,®

Among the lower classes fire is worshipped
on the Mahdlaya or Shrdddha day. They
throw oblations of food into the fire on that
day.

The fire produced by rubbing slicks of the
Pipal or Shevari tree is considered sacred, and
it is essentially necessary that the sacred fire
required for the Agnikotra rites should be |
produced in the manner described above,

dgnilotra is a perpetual sacred fire preser-
ved in dgnikunda, —a hole in the ground for
receiving and preserving consecrated fire, A
Brihman, who has to accept the Agnilotra, las
to presersc in his house the sacred fire day and
night after his thread ceremony, and to worship
it three times a day after taking his bath.
When an dgnihotri dics, his body is burnt by
the people who prepare fire by rubbing sticks
of Pipal wood together.*

There are some Brihmans who keep the fire
continuously burning in their houses only for
Chdturmgs or four months of the year. The
fire which is preserved and worshipped for
four months is called “Smdrta Agni "6

1 Rao Sdheb Shelke, Kolhdpur,
3 School Master, Ibhridmpur, Ratndgiri,
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NI IL B ORSHIP,

Tie following ttuals, birds and insects are
respected by the Hindus —The eow, butlock
she-buffalo, horse, elephant, tiger, decr, mouse,
goat, ants and alligators, and among the birds
the following are held sacred ~Peacock, swan,
crgle and kokil or cuckoo

Of all the ammnls the cow 15 conmdered to
B the most sacred by Hindus Tt 13 generally
worshipped dady m the morming for the whole
year, or at desst for the Chaturmas or four
months begmmung from the 11th dyy of the
bright Imlf of Ashadha to the 11th duy of the
Trght Ialf of the month of Rarfike, and a
speennl worshup 13 offered to it m the evemng
«n the 12th day of the durh half of delimrn
(Octolnr)

The cow1s believed to be the rbode of all the
deites and reeher Tt s compared with the
artl an ats srcredness and it 15 considered that
whenatis pleased 1t 15 capable of gnung
cverstlung required for the mwntenance of
snankind, and for tlus reason it s steled the
Rdma Dhenu or the gner of desired obyects,
Itwsud that o person who walks round
the cow at the time of its delnery obtuns
th punya ormenit of going round the whole
aarth  The cow is even worship ed by the
god Vashny

Ly cow 13 considercd mext to 8 mother as
Little chuliren and the peaple 10 genersl arc
fed by the mnlh of a cow
Ligh class Hindus take 2 von not to take therr
m als Lefore worshipping the cow, and when
th cow 1% not avalable for worships they draw
m turmene white or red powler the cow'’s
{xtprmts and worshup the sme At the
compl ton of the vow 1t 1s worshif ped, and
then gnen av s pft toa Brshoan Tt s cone
st lerd very meritorious to give n Gopra fan—y

Sonie women among

gift of & cow along withits calt to a Brahman
The sight of a cow m the morning 15 believed
by alt Hindas to be auspicions

The bullocs 15 ruspected by the people 18 it
15 the favourite vehicle of the god Shiva andis
The
The
bullock 13 specrilly worshipped on the 12th
day of the bright half of Aarfria  Wikn
performung the funcral rites of the dead a bull
The bull thus set
frec 13 considered sacred by the people, and 1s

very wscful for agricultural purposes
Nands or bull 13 worstupped by Hindus

15 worshipped and sct free

never used agun for agrienltural or any other
domestic putposes,

In order to avord crlanutic s ansing from the
\nfluence of inauspicious plancts Hindus wors
shipthe she buflalo, and offer 1t «s a gift to s
Brahman The she-buffalo1s compared with il e
Ral Purusha ot the god of Death, the reson
being thit Yamn s believed to nide # buffale
The Brohmm who accepts tus gift bas to
share lus moustaches and to undergo 4 certan
pennce The cowherds sometumes worslup the
shebuffalo  As it 1s the seluele of Yamn, the
buffalo 1s spresnlly Worshipped by people when
an epidemic occurs m 4 willige
sillages i the honhan districts t1e buffalo 1s
worshipped nd sacrificed on the same day

The horse 19 the velucle of te desty Khan-
doba of Jeyun 413 worslupped on the Figaya
Dashams or the Dasars holidsv as 1n former

Io certam

days, on the ocersion of te !orse sacrifice or
tehramedha,

The elejTont is the velucle of the god Indrs
andag speenlly worshipped anthe Dasara day

It s also believed that theee are eight ssered



her mouth when shie Bvasleep, The anly means
to guand against her witchieeaft is to remajn an
frisndly trems with herp and wot to hnel her
teelings onang oce tsion, * People gonrally beep
vwateh over the actiotis of o woman who s
sspretd o beoa witeh, and G <he s found
practising here blad art, and s canght rede
loanded, prople the pane inte her oath woater

3 .
brought from the shocamahes’s carthen pot or
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Pardi, Ttiob hoved that, when wheas (‘n-m[-"“'“l! '

to dend speli witer, her blael art begomea
e flectiye

In the Thiny Pasteat it s believed thot the
shan eonred the exes ot 3 st als e bk,
her eyen have i wtovested spprarane, b
ruly are pone oy parched aed Lave 2 darhash
colonr, and the Iowere portiotin of Tor firt arem
to b sorapad  Whan any sorecror nraont the
e of weeh a0 fAGEHE ol 0 theestrned by
the poopls that, aheetdd olir rontinm to pae
tronble n the willyge, bor own Bak art o
wother spargt would beosctaganst horjand she

thenp ov ivr s o vy trouble =

Thepe npe aame sorecrees in the ‘Thina Distric!

wha c1n e o amall bras capoor vidte by the
se s D Mastes, hb ool Rt

et Maeter, Patete Ttara,

Pt
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power of their mngie,  They candetecl o witeh

by the mosemnent of this vrssel,  When the brass
vessel ar 160 reaches the house of a witely, it
nt ouce rettles ppen the witeh's Jwad,  She jq
then threttow by the people that she will 1=
dewven out of the village f found practising
Ler Wlaek ant s

foo the Kolluipue Disteiet, shien the Prople
vome b hiow of the existenes of nowiteh in
thear adbypr, they tahe spreend precantions at
the tine of banvest, They arringe o hrest
A differrnt Ll of gram to the one sedrcted for
Barseating b the sateh, Ater some Lime they
putothe ficld of the witel, std discovre whether
If they

aee eonsmeed of the fact, they tahe further

theee 1s 4 mnntuee of grunnher firld,
proecwtione Inard-r ta mvoid being troubled
by the chetek, they herp an old, worn out shne
or il and s elrmed eopprr amulet under
tle caves atthe mun door of their houses, or
ke ernvses vath marking nut on both sjdes
af 3 donr. At some pliees chunart spots or

crrele < are mashed on the front of a house, the

! abject brang to guand agsinst the evil effirets of

the ehietal’e trickst



CHAPTER XI.

GENERAL

Offerings of cocoanuts, fowls or goats are
anpually made to the spints that guard the

fields They arc generally made at the tine
of beginnng a pl or the h g of
acrop  When making these offermgs, the

farmers pray to the god to give prosperous
crops every venr They prepare thor cooked
food 1n the field on the first harvesting dav
and offer it as naicedya (gods meal) long
with the above mentioned offerings 1

At Béndivade in the Ratndgin Dustriet, while
commencing the sowing of crops the farmers
worslup a certun number of bullocks made of
rice floor anud then throw them mto the pord or
er adjaming the filds  On otlier accasions
offerings of cocoanuts 1nd fowls 1te sxerificed to
the dutics that protect the fields  Some people
give a feist to the Bralmans at the end of the
arvesting season 2

m with
e, are not obsersed for all the 1inds But ficlds
which are supposed to be haunted by enil spissts
aze worslupped at the timc of ploughing and
the el spirits are promtaated cocornts, sugar,
fowls ar goats are offered to the local deitirs or
devachars  There 1¢ 4 custom of Worshipping
in the fields the heaps of new corn at the time
of harvest, ind this custom generally prevals
10 almost all the honhn districts ?

At Tonde m the Ratnagin District the
Shirar gegierally compased of borled rice miced
wath curds 1s hept at the comer of a field at
the time of renping the crops  The Shimar s
sometinies composed of the offerings of fowls
and goats ¢ This ritual 15 also hnown by the
name Charama 3

At Désgay m the Rolba Dustrict, there is
a custom of carryng one vnion m the corn
taken to the ficlds for sowing and plicing five
handfuls of corn on 3 prect of clith before
beginmung to sow the com AL the time of

Lawant or plantation of crops a farr called
Palesatra 15 held by the people, and every
fanmer beeiks a cocoanat in te field at the
time of pluntttion or laran: of crops At the
time of hirfesting it 15 customary with mny
of the cultnvators m the honkan to plice a
cocoanut in the field 1nd to theash it by the first
bundle of crop seseral tmes before the regular
operation of thrislung 13 begun At th closc ot
the harvest the prasants offer cocoamuts  towls
or & goit to the gusedim deity of the held «

At Vadt i the Thana Distnct the ploughs
are worsTupped by the farmers on Sturday 4nd
then enrried to the fields for plougling At
the tume of harsesting the woodon post to whily
the bullochs are tied 13 worshipped by them i
atthe close of the harvest the heap of new
corn 15 worslipped nd cocoanuts ire broken
overait?

Tn the holhapur District the farours worship
the plough bt forc hegiming to plough the Tand
Atthe tinc of sywing the corn they worship
Uhe Exri an unplement for sowing corn At
the tunc of Ropam or transplint ng the crops
thes sphit & cocoanut, and worstup the stone
conscerated Lr the side of the ficld after bes
mearng it with red powders and mahe 1 10w ot
sicnfieng a goat for the prospenity of ther
crops At the time of haresting they alw
worslup the eap of new corn and after grung
to the deitv offerings of cocornuts, fowls or
gonts the enrry the cam ko therr owses §

In the Konhan districts the willage desty i«
invohed to protect the eattle  DPeople offer
fowls and cocoanuts in the wnual far of a
ullage deitr, and request her to protect therr
cattle and crops  Thes have to offer a goat or
buffale to the datr cvery thurd year, and to
bold annual faurs in he honour  The processim
of balt 1s one of the mevsares adopted for
averting eattle diseases ®

[ .
. - ..

7 ol Master, Bindivade, Ratndg tu
* ool Master, Fonde Ramnjeri

§ ol Master Disgdv, Rotiba

. Sd%eb 51 e de holhipur
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After the kindling of the Ifoli the people
assembled therc offer to the Ioli a Naivedya
(god’s meal) of poli—a sweet cake made of
Jagri wheat flour and gram pulse. Cocoa-
nuts from all the houscs in the village are
thrown into this sacred fire. Some of these
cocoanuls are afterwards taken oul of the
sacred fire, cut into pieces, mixed with sugar
and are distribuled among the people assemb-
led as prasdd or favoured gift. Lower
classes of Hindus offer a live goat to Lhe
Holi, take it oul when it is half burnt and
feast thercon.

On the night of the fullmoon day and the
first day of he dark half of Fdlgun, the
people assembled at the Ioli fire wander
about the village, enter gardens and steal
plantains, cocoanuts and other garden produce.
Robbery of such things committed during Lhese
days is considered to be pardonable. Some
people take advantage of this opportunity for
taking revenge on their enemies in this respect.

The fire kindled at the Holi on the fullmoon '

day is kept constanlly burning till the Rang-
panchami day i. e, fifth day of the dark
half of Fdlgun. Next morning i. ¢, on the
first day of the dark half of Fdlgun, the
people boil water over that firc and use it for
the purpose of bathing. It is believed that
water boiled on the sacred fire has the power
of dispelling all the diseases from the body.
People go on dancing in the village and sing
songs for the next five days. They generally
sing Ldvanis, a kind of ballad, during this
festival. Among these dancers a boy is
dressed like a girl and is called Rddha. This
Radha has to dance at every house while the
others repeat Lduvanis.

The sccond day of the dark half of Félgun
is called Dhulvad or dust day when people
start in procession through the village, and
compel the males of every house to join the
party. They thus go to the Holi firc and
raise loud cries of obscene words throwing
mud and ashes upon each other. They after-
wards go to the river or a pond to take their
bath at noon time and then return to their
houses. The third day of the dark half is
- also spent like the previous one with a slight

diffcrence which is that cow dung is used in-
stead of mud. This day is called Shenmwad
day. On the fourth day the Dhunda Réksha-
hasin {(a demon goddess) is worshipped by the
people, and the day is spent in making merry
and singing obscene songs called Ldvanis. The
fifth day of the dark half is known as Rang-
panchami day and is observed by the people
in throwing coloured waler uponr each other.
Water in which Kusumba and other colours
are mixed is carried in large quantity on
bullock earts through the streets of a city and
sprinkled on the people passing through these
streets. On this day the sacred fire of the
Holi js extinguished by throwing coloured
water over it. This water is also thrown upon
the persons assembled at the Holi.  The money
collected as post during this period is utilised
in feasling and drinking.

At Ibhrampur in the Ratndgiri District the
image of cupid is seated in a palanquin and
carried with music from the temple to the Holi
ground. The palanquin is then placed on a
certain spot. ~ The place for thus depositing
the image of the god is called SAhdnl At
Ndringre there is a big slone called Holdev
which is worshipped by the people before kindl-
ing the Ioli fire.2  After the kindling of the
sacred fire the palanquin is lifted from the
Sdhdn, and turned round the Holi fire with
great rejoicings. The palanquin is then car-
ried Lthrough the village and is first taken to the
house of a Mdnkari and then from house to
house during the next five days. The inmates
of the louses worship the deity in the palanquin
and offer cocoanuts and other fruits and make
certain vows. The palanquin is taken back to
the temple on the fifth day of the dark half of
Fdlgun when on its way guldl or red powder is
thrown over the image and on the people who
accompany it.*

Among high elass Hindus the thread girdivg
cercmony of a boy is performed when he attains
puberty. The girls are generally married a
an early age, and when a girl attains puberly,
sugar is distributed among the friends and
relatives of her husband. She is then seated
in a Makhar—a gaily dressed frame. Dishes
of sweets which are brought by the girl's

1 School Master, Ibhrampur, Ratndgiri.

2 School Master, Ndringre, Ratndgiri

3 School Master, Ibhrampur, Ratndgiri.
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parents and the relatives of lier husband are
gvento her for the first three days  She
takes her balh on the fourth day accompamed
by the playing of music and the beating of
drums  Sweetmeats i dishes are brought by
the relatives till the day of Rutushants (the
fiest brdil might)  The Garbkadon or Rutu-
shants ceremony 15 onc of the sixteen cere
momes that are requred to be performed
dunng the Life of every Hmda  This cere-
mony 15 perfirmed within the first sixteen
days from the gurl s attammg her paberty the |
4th, 7th 9th, 11th and the 13th being consy
dered mausprcious for this purpose  Wlale
performmg this ceremony the following three
nites are required to be obsersed They are
Ganpatipujan or the worship of the god Gan-
pats, Punkyaharachan or the speenl ceremony
for molang dwine blessmgs and Vatagraha
ahants the ceremony for propitiating the mine
planets  The ritual of this ceremonv is as
tollows —~

The husband and the wife are seated side by
sidc on wooden boards to perform the above
three rites The Kadali pujan or plantun tree |
worshep 1s performed by the pur  The siered
fice or Homa is required to be kindled The
Juice of the Darrra grass is then poured nto the
right nostril of the brde by her husbaind  Thisas
sotended to expel all disenses from the body of
the girl and to secure safe conception  They
are then scated in a Makhar, and presents of
<Dthes, omaments etc , are made by the parents
of the girl and otler relatives  After this the
husband fills the 1p of the girl with rice, a
cocomat, five betelouts, five dry dates, fire
almonds, five plutams and fire preces of
tarmeric  The girl 15 then carnied to a temple
nccompaned by the playing of musse  Agrind
feast s gven to the friends and relstnes ai
the close of this ceremony

The Hindus generally make varous hinds
of vows in order to procare offsprng or with
some other such obeet, and fulfl them when
they succeed in getting their desire The fol
lowing ave the different kinds of vows made
They offer coconnuts, sugar, plintans and
other fruits, costly new dresses and ornamenty
to the deaties, and gne feasts to Brihmans

Specrnl ceremomes called Laghurudra and
Vakarudra m hotour of Shiva the god of des-
truction are also performed  Sweetmeats such
as pedhas ete are offered to the gods n fulf))
ment of vows Some people make vows to
observe fasts, to feed Brahmans, and 1o distri-
bute coins and clothes to the poor , while
others hang torena wreaths of flowers and
mngo leases—on the cntrance of the temple,
and host flngs over it Rich people erect new
temples to different Hindo destics Some ob
serse fasts to propitiate the goddess ( handika
and warship ber dururg Navardira the fiest ame
divs of the bright hlf of 1shven (October)
and others offer fowls and goats to ther fa
vourtte duties  Vomen mike it a vow to
walk round the dudumbar or Pipal tree and
to distribute cocoanuts, sugir yign copper or
wlser equil to the weight of thewr chaldrun

Vows are made by people with the object of
s caring health, wealth and eluldren and other
desired objects such as cducition etc They are
s follows ,—

Performng the worslup of Shn Satva
\drayan, offering clothes and ornaments to the
temple daities, hanging bells, constructing a
foot path or steps leading to the temple of the
speenl dety 1 Vows are also made to obe
tan freedom from distase or such other calimis
ties  When any person i the family becomes
Al or when a sudden calamty befalls a famuly
an eldcrly member of the family goes o the
temple of a daty snd mnkes certun vows
according to Ins means, fulfilling them as soon
s the calimty or disease has disappeared.?

Vows are usmally to perform acts of bene-
solence  These consist in distnbuting eocon
nut mixed i sugar, gming feasts to BraMman
prieats, abserving fasts on Satrdar, Taesday
and Sundav, offering elothes and ornaments to
deaties; blding new temples and guest bouses
(dharmshalds), diggmg out new wells and 1
dntributiog clothes and food to the poor 3

At Rhapoli in the Rolaba Distnct, people
who hateno chldren or whose children die
shortly after birth mske & vow to the Satwdi
derty whose temple 19 at 2 short distance from
Rhopols  The vow is generally to bring the
cluld to the darshara (sight) of the deity and

¥ Scheot Master, Fonce, Ratadg n

¢ Schoo Master, taskault, Rataig r

# Schoot Master, Viyaydurg, Ratnigine ¢
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AMANT @ A kind of tree.

AMAR : Immortal,

AMATHO ¢ Useless,

AMATHO MAMO @ An order of ghosts,

AMAVASY A 1 Tho lnst day of n month.

AMBA : Namo of a goddess.

AMBIL : Conjee.

AMBO : Mango,

AMNAYESHWAR : A name of the god Mahiidev,

ANAGIH : Nawmo of a vow.

ANAGODHA: See Anngh

ANANT CHATURDASHI : Tho fourteenth day of the dark half of Bhddrapid sacred to Vishnu.

ANDH (RIO : An order of ghosta

ANGIRAS : Name of n sagoe.

ANJALL : Palinful.

ANJAN : Soot used aa collyrium,

ANJANT : Mother of Miruti.

ANJANI ¢ A\ gare ar mole on the eye.lid.

ANKADA : Nnmo of a poisonous plant,

ANNADEVA : The god pre<iding over food.

ANNAKUTA ; The cighth or tenth day of the bright half of _fskvin or the second day of the bright
half of Kirtik: when sweets are offered to goda,

ANNAPURNA ¢ The goddess prosiding over [ood.

ANTARAL : Name of n deity,

ANTARAPAT : The pirce of eloth which is held between the bride and bridegroom at the time of

a Hindu wedding.

ANTYESHT! : Funeral rites

ANURADH.A : Nnmo of a constellntion.

ANUSHTHAN : Performanco of certam ceremonies and works in propitiation of a god,

APASMAR : Epilepay.

APSARA ¢ Certain femnle divinitier wha rezido in tho sky and are the wives of the Gandharvas.

They are sometimes represented ns the common women of the gods.
APTA : Nameof a tree.
ARANT : Elarodendren glaucum,
ARATI : The ceremony of waving (around an idol, a guru. ote.,) o platter containing a burning
lamp
ARDHODAYA : Half-risen state of a hoavenly body.
ARDRA ; Name of a constellation.
ARGHYA ¢ A respectful offering to a god er a venerable persom consisting of various ingredients
or of water only,
ARJUNA : The third of the five Pdndava brothers,
ARUNDHATI : Wife of Vasishtha ; namo of a ster.
ASARA : A water nymph
ASAN : A prayer carpot.
ASILADH : The fourth month of tho Deccani Hindu and the ninth month of the Gujarit Hindu
calender year.
ASH {PURI : Name of a goddess.
ASHLESHA : Namo of o constellation.
ASHO : A corruptod form of Ashvin.
ASHAPATI : Name of n mythological king,
ASHTABHARO : An order of ghosts. .
ASHTADALA : Eight-cornored. B
ASHTA.DIK-PSLA : Protectors of the oight dlfforcnt directions.
ASHTAKA : A hymn consisting of eight verses.
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ASHTAMAP DY A g ft consisting of e ght kinds of articles,
ASHT&VASU A elass of d vine bewgs o ght m number
ASHVIN  The seventh month of the Deccant H ndu and tie twellth month of ths Guparst H nda
calendar year
ASHVINI  Namme of a constellation.
ASHVINLKUMAR  The twin sons of the sun by hua wife Sanjnya 11 the form of  mare They
ate famous as heavenly phys clans
ASHWAMEDHA  Horse sacr fice
ASHWATTH(MA  Thoonly son of Drana  he m1tary prewostor of the vau avs? un) Pundsvas,
ASMANT  An order of ghosts
ASO A corrupted form of dehorn
ASOPALAVA Name of & tree
ASUR GATI The path of the demons
ATIT A clasa of rel g ous beggars
ATLAS Alkindof cloth
ATRI \ame of a asge
ATY(PLTYA “ame of an out door game played 1n the Decear
AVAD MATA Neme of a goddess
AVAGAT An order of ghosty
AVAGATI Fallen condit on
AVALIA A Muhammedan sa nt
AVALA Name of & tree
AVAT(R Ananoarnation of \ shou
AVI An order of ghosts
AVLT Nameof s tree.
AWDUMBAR A tree Fcusglomerata
AWUTS Wood bull
AL AN Name of & tree

BABARO Anorder of ghosts.

BSBHUL Acacia arab ca

BABRIO Ses Bibaro

B(BRO See Bébaro

BABRUY SHAN “ame of & Iuno1, 8 son of Agunas
BABUL Acoe & arebios

DADHA Impending evil

BACHADA \ameofan ev lspnt

BAGLLBAN & Name of & gobl 1

BAHIRT \ame of 8 goddens

BANIRT SOMIAL  Name of « goddess

DBAHIROBY \ame of & muor deity

BAHIROD {CHE BHUT  An order of ghosts

BUA Duh

BLIALE A wooden eot

BAIAT A\ wooden atool

BATSNIA A east of tumblers or an indindual of iv
BARA Namo of ademon nams of & sags,

BILLA U small roun flat eak of dry bol 1 bens
BRRLN  Ses Bakla

BAROR “oue

BALUTFRASH  Tio 13th day of the dark hatf of Thitrpad
BALAD nox
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BALADI: An order of ghosts.

BALDEV : Name of the brother of Krishna, the eighth incarnation of Vishnu

BALLEV : The full moop day of Shrdvana.

BALEVA: See Balev,

BALEVIAN : A kind of worship.

BALI: Name of a mighty demon, the lord of the nether world or pdtdl; an oblation; & victim
offered to any deity ; name of a procession. '

BALIDAN : Offering of a vietim.

BALLA : An order of ghosts.

BANASUR : Name of a demon.

BANDHAT.JAVAN : Name of & cattle disease.

BANIA : A trader.

BAPA: Name of a guardian spirit of fields.

BAPDEV : See Bipa.

BARANESHWAR MAHADEYV : A name of Mahddev,

BARAS : The twelith day of_the bright or dark half of 8 month,

BARVATIA: An outlaw.

BATASA: A kind of sweetmeat.

BATRISA: A man possessed of thirty-two accomplishments.

BATUK : Name of & minor deity.

BAU : A word used to frighten children ; a goblin.

BAVA: A term of respectful compellation or mention for an aseetic or religious teacher.

BAVAL : See Bibul.

BAVO : See Biiva.

BAYA: Nome of s deity Presiding over small-pox.

BAWAN VIR : Name of & minor deity.

BECHRA MATA : Name of a goddess,

BEDA : Name of a tree,

BEL : Aegle Marmelos.

BEL-BHANDAR : Leaves of the Aegle Marmelos and the turmeric powder that are kept on am

idol.

BER : Jujube tree.

BERO : Deaf.

BETHI : An order of ghosts.

BHABHO: Worthless,

BHADARWA: See Bhddrapad.
BHADRAPAD : The sixth month of the Deccani Hindu and the eleventh month of the Gujargt

Hindu calendar yesr.
BHAGAT : An exorcist.
BHAGIRATH : Name of an ancient king of the solar dynasty who is snid to have brought down
the Ganges from heaven to the earth.
BHAGVAT : Name of one of the eighteen purdnas.
BHAGVATIL: Name of & goddess.
BHAGWAN : An epithet of Vishnu ; of Shiva,
BHAGWATI : See Bhagvati.
BHAIRAV : A name of an inferior manifestation of Shiva.
BHAJAN : Repeating the name of a god as an act of worship ; hymns or pieces or verses wung to-
a god.
BHAKTIMARGA : Path of devotion,
BHALU : An old female jackal.
BHANDARI : A caste of Hindus.
PBHANG : Hemp water.
BHANGI : A scavenger ; name of the caste of scavengers,
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BHANGRA 1 A land of tree

BHARANAT Name of & goddess

BHARANT Name of & consteltat n

BHARAN  The process of chamn ng

BHARATA Name of 8 brot! er of Rama 12 e seventt ncarnat o1 of ¥ st nu

BHRARVAD A caste of shepherd

BHASTRA An order of ghosts

BHASMA Holy astes

BHASMASUR Name of a demo

BHAUBIJ The second day of tle lrsht ) lf of Kdrt L

BHAVAT Nameofasto sdet

BHIVARAL Name of a godle,

BHAVANT A n me of the god le ¢ Larvatis

BHAVIN A caste of female terale servants w o ats prost tates b profe 4

BHAWANI  Sce Bhavim

BHE\SA A she buffaly

BHEN9ASUR A demon un tl e form of & he-buffats

BHIRMRI A begear

BHIKHO A beggar

BHIL A partly Hindu partl anuoitotrbe

BHIMA The seconl of th o five Pundava brot! era

BHIMA AGIARAS The elevent! do of the brigl ¢ 1 all of Jyvahth

BHIMASENA  See Bhuma.

BHDIN (TH MABADEV A nsme ol §1 sa

BHIMAATH SHANKAR A name of Sh va,

BHISHMA  Son of Shintanu and ¢l e r vor Ganges and grani 1nclo of U e Pdndavazs i haseav

BHOGATA  Village boundary

BHOI A cnate of fishermen 8 d palingu n beacery

BHOJAPATRA A pala leat

DNOLANATH AnameofSI &

BHONG RINGDI  Name of & po vonous plan

DHOPALA Gourd

BHOPI The perdon that offic ates 1tletonpl sof vllagodu 1

BHUCHAR  An onder of ghosts f over g over the eacthy

BHUNGA A black bee

BHUSHUNDAKAR  Nemoof asa o

BHUT Anevleput

BHUTA  See Bhut

DRUTADEVATA Agiostl godln

BHUTCLI A woman who can nflue ca ey 18p ¢ (3 f0 do L arm to ot er

BHUTE FPlurslof Bhutya See Blut a.

BHUTIN  \ femals member of aq order of devotess of th 6 goldess Bl avi

BHUTNATH  Nameofan v Ispre

BHUTYA A\ malesa mberofa ord rofde uteos of ths god less Bhavi

BHUVA A malo exorcut

DBHUSI A femals exorcat

BIBHISITAN A Brother of Rivana the demon ku g of Lanka or Ce ) 1

DLS  The second day of the br gl t o durk half of & ronth

BIJAVRIASHANY (14 Tlemavm ofreedanlshoot Tho mat a takes sta o ¢ fron o
mutual relat on of causat on 11 at exists hetweer sed a0 shoot and 1
appl ed to cases 1y wh ¢l two ol jocts stan to eacl other i the relatun
of bot! cause oo effect

BILIDO \eat
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BILI: See Bel.

BINDU : A drop.

BOCHO : A coward.

BODAN : A ceremony in which curds, milk, boiled rice, {ned cakes, ete,, are mmed up together and
presented in oblation to the goddess Mahglakshmi by a company of at least five
married women and one virgin.

BODO : Bald-headed.

BOL CHOTH : The fourth day of the dark half of Skrdvan.

BORADI : The Jujube tree. )

BOTERUN : A complete cessation of rain for aeventy-two ddys.

BOWAJI : See Biva,

BOW : See B4u.

BRAHMA GRAHA : Ghost of a Brdhman,

BRAHMA : The first god of the Hindu Trinity.

BRAHMABHOJ : A feast to Brdhmans,

BRAHMACHARYA : Celibacy.

BRAHMACHARI : One who has taken n vow to lead a celibate life.

BRAHMAHATYA : The murder of & Brshman. *

BRAHMAN : The sacerdotal caste of Hindus or an individual of it.

BRAHMANA-VARUNA : The appointment of duly authorised Brdhmans to perform religious

ceremonies, .

BRAHMARANDHRA : The aperture supposed to be at the crown of the head, through which the

soul takes its flight on death.

BRAH\IA RAKSHASA : See Brahma Sambandh, ’

BRAHMA SAMBANDH : The ghost of 2 Brahman that in his life time possessed high attainments,

and & haughty spirit.

BRIHASPATI: Name of the preceptor of the gods:

BRUHANNADA : The name assumed by Arjuna when residing at the palace of Virdta.

BUDHA : Mercury.

BUDDHI : Name of a wife of Ganpati.

‘CENDUR : Red lead. X .

CHADA : Rent.

‘CHAITANNADYA : An order of ghosts.

CHAITRA : The first month of the Deccani Hindu and the sixth month of the Gujardit Hindu
calendar year.,

CHAKLI : A sparrow. ‘

CHAK PADANE : Appearsnce of red pustules on the face supposed to be caused by the influence

of an evil eye.

CHAKORA : A bird, Bartavelle Partridge.

CHALA : Name of a deity.

CHALEGHAT: An order of ghosts.

‘CHAMAR : A caste of tanners.

CHAMPA : Michelia champaca.

CHAMPA-SHASHTI : The sixth day of the bright half of Mdrgashirsha,

CHAMPAVATI: Name of a goddess.

CHANA: Gram.

CHANDA : Name of a kind of wind, .

CHAND CHANI: An order of ghosts.

CHANDAN : Sandal wood.

CHANDIKA : Name of a goddess.

CHANDI KkA'VACH : A hymn in honour of the goddess Chand: or Durga, i

OHANDIPATH : Recitation of & hymn in honour of the goddess Chandi or Durga.

CHANDKAI: Name of & goddess, -
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CIUANDRA: Themoo?
CHANDRAMAND AL o ik of the MOty i 1nar #P1 €7
CHANDRAY AN IR \T Sameof 8 40%
CLARAR Eseret®
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APPENDIX @

DEVARSHI A dealer with gods snd devils 1 one that summons, 2X0retses them, ete

DEVASARPA A snake belonging to a deity.

DFVASKI  The annual ceremonzes 1n honour of the tutelar divinity of & village

DEVA YOSHITA A women ofiered to & god

DLV DIVALI The elsventh day of the bright half of Kartik

DEVI A goddesa

DEVIPANTH A sect of the worshuppers of tho goddess Durgs,

DHAGA  An amulet made of & piece of clath

DHMAL-JATRA A ceremony performed at the tyme of harvest

DHAMA A name of Hanumdn

DHANA: Conander

DHANANJAYA Mame of a snake

DHANA TRAVODASHI  The thirteenth day of the dark half of dskorn

DHANGAR A casto of shepherds

DHANISHTHA Nams of a constellation,

DHANU  sagittarmes

DHANURMS&S  The period during which the sun 18 in Sagittarias,

DHANU.SANKR ANT  Transit of Passaze of the €nn through Sacittarma

DHARKV (DI A stresm of milk

DHARMARGI S Tho zod of death

DHARMASHSLA A rest houso

DHARMASH{STRY The code of body of Hindu law

DHARMASINDHU Name of a work treating of Hndu law,

DHED An jmpure caste of Hindus

DHEDV (DA Tho ward or place occupis by the Dhed caste

DHINGD Fat

DHOBI A caste of washermen

DHOL A drum

DHOLIO . An order of ghosts

DHONDILGAJYA Vamo of 8 rite Performed for securing ramfall

DHORL: Wiite

DHOTAR  Waist cloth

DHUL PXDAVO  The flrst day of the dark half of Falgun.

DHRUVA  Tho son of Uttanapids. Ho was & great dovotee of the goJ Vishau  The solar star

DHULETI  ses Dhul Padavo

DHULWAD ses Dhul Pidavo  [he day of theswing dust after the burmn g of the Holy

DHUNDA  Name of & demon goddess

DHUNDY RAKSHASIN See Dhunde.

DHUNDHUMARL  Nams of a mythological persunaye.

DHUNI  The smoke fire of an a5¢at10 over which be sita nhalg the smoke,

DHUPA. Frankincense

DIGAMBARA: Naoe of & goddess

DIPQ  Panther. .

UISHASHUL  Pain caused by dirsctions

DIVSLI s festaval with nooturnal Wommnations foastngs, gammbling ete bat) durmg the eon-
oluding day of 2shows an] the first and second d v of K irtik

DIV K511 The fifteontts day of the lark half of Ashddh

DUYAD: 4 serpent of a largo but harmleas spactes

DODK AL One hundredth part of & upee.

DOKADO+ A ball of molasves aad sesamum sved cooked togethier,

DORAL Ficca of 8 atring, & magic thread

DORLI: Solanum ndicurn

Do~0 o1t




APPENDIX

et T

DRO: A kind of sacred grass.

DRONA: Son of Bhidradvdja, by birth a Bedhiman but acquainted with military scionce whicl

recoived as g gift from Parashurim.  He instracted the Kauravas and Pindavas in
uso of arma,

DRUSTAMANT : A kind of black beads,

DUDHA : Milk.

DUDHPAK : Rice cooled in milk and sweetoned with sugar,

DUG.DUDIOON : Ses Diikla,

DUHITRA : Shriddha performed by n grandson to propitinte his maternal grandfuther.

DUKAL : Famine. .

DUNDUBHI : A kettlo.drum.

DUNGAR ¢ A hill,

DURBAR : The court of un Indinn Chief.

DURGA : Namo of o goddess.

DURGATI : Fallen eonditinn,

DURVA: A kind of snered gross,

DURYODHANA: The eldest of the Kaurasa brothers,

DWIIA: A twice-bom, A Bréhman, & Kshatriys or a Vaishya, whoso investituro with the sa
thread constitutes, religiously and metaphorically a second birth.

DWITIY At The second day of the bricht or dark hnlf of a month,

E

LEADASHI: Thoe oleventh doy of the bricht and dark halves of a month,
LKAL PER ¢ Zizyphus jujuba.

CKANTARIO : Intermittant fever.

EROTISHTA : Tha rites pecformed on the eleventh day after death.
LTALSI: Name of o goddess,

F&AG: A vulgar song.

FAGAN : A corrupted form of Fdlgun. See Fdlzun.

FAKIR: A Mulammadan mendicant,

FAKIRI : Alms given to Fakirs in the 3[ularram.

TAKIRQ: A beggar.

FALGUN : The twelfth month of the Deccamt Hindu and the fifth month of the Gujardt Hi
enlendar year.

FAVADI: Name of  bird.

FIRANGSI: Name of a goddes-.

FUL : A flower.

FUL DOL: A fosttval in which coloured water is thrown.

G

GADHED.A ¢ A donkey,

GADHEDO : Sce Gadheda.

GADHERIMATA : Name of & goddess installed to protect & fortress or a street.

GAFAL: Stupid.

GAGANACHAR: An order of ghosts moving in the etherial regions, ) )

GAGARBEDIUN : A picco of leather thong or & piece of black wood on which mysticspells |

been cast.

GAJ&BAI: Nome of a goddess. i

GAJACHHAYA : A festival—the day of the new moon o0
Hasta constellation.

GALAL: Red powder.

f Bhddrapad the moon being in
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GANA L troop of demigods considersd as Shisa # Atten Jante
GANALOR  Mame of & vow

GANDHARY 1 4 eclestial munctan,, a claae of demigads wh are conenlerad () b 11 @ afixers of

&

GONDIVA Name of the bow of Aruns

GANDU  \ame of a tree

GANDH  Sandal paste

GANENH CHATURTHI  The fourth day of the bright hatt { Bhadrapxd celebratad as tho biett

day of Canesh

GANESHIO: 3 hook shaped mstrument used by thioves in boring hol + though walls

GANGA The niver Langms

GANGLIAL Water of the Guiges

GANGIGOR  Name of & vow

GANGLO  Stony

GANGUD  n onder of 4] osts

GANIX Hemp fower

GANPATI Thesonof Shisaasllinat Hews the laty of wiel>m o d the rety v r £ Ioy

culti's an 1 ohstacles

GANPATILUS AN The worship of Ganpati,

GENTHIA A preparatin of geam flsur

GAON-DEMD Villige gud less

GARABL  Usong 11 pr pitmtim of & god less

GARBH SDAN  The mareinge consummation gafumomy

GARHANE  duppl cats m ta an idoly

GARUD The eagle

GARUD PURSN Name of & purin

GATRAD “ame of & god less

GAU A measuro of distance equal ¢ 13 milw

CAUTAM Name of & eage

C3va awikdox

GAVALL A casto or b, rdsmen,

GAVATDEV Name of & godlng.

GAVATL  3n order of ghosts

GAYASUR  Mame of a deman

GLLATRL Neme of a daughter of Brahma

GAYATRI MANTR Y U sacred verso from the Vedas held ap ciatly sacrul an | repeatsd 1y every
Bréhman at fies morniniy an{ evenusg devotim The verws it i hoour
of 116 sun,

C CYATRIILRASUHARAN A f5rm of dvolion requin g tho reo (ati nof tla Glyuri maniro o

handred thousan | timgs with carta 5 s3mbs 1 g corein o los

© AY ATRII UR A5CHAV ACH AN Sz tdystnipurscharan,

CEDI 3bate

TEDIDANDY  An outdoor game playod by buys

GERILS A by who taked an sctive pars 1n (he Hols featival.

CHADIt An exoreut & oasto of tap!s munmtrante ot wy b fivilse! 1 it

HADI: A measuro of tume equal to bweaty fouf minutes

£ HADULO A process [or reanoving the eflrcts of t1 5 avjl aye

CHENCHIND  An onder of ghts.

CHANDHARAVI  4n order of ghats

CHANT That quantity of oil ssade which 4 put In 8t na tuga Uy ba eravl ol i s ofl mill)

GHAT ¢ Steps on the suls of & £ ver or tank Teard 14 €1 U1 a water

CHATOTRACHA Samo fa deman

CHELT: Mad
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APPEADIM x

G3NA A troop of demigods considered ag Shiva's ttendante

GANAGOR “ame of 8 vow

GANDHARVA A celestial musician & class of demigods who are consilered to b the emcers of

ods

GA\DIVA \ame of the bow of irjuna

GINDU  “ame of 8 tree

GANDH  nandal paste

GANESH CHATURTHI  Ths fourth day of the bright half of Bhadrepad celebsate] as the birtt

day of Canesh

GAMLSHIO 4 book shaped mstrarment used by thieves m borng holes through walls

GANGA  The niver Langes

CSNGRIAL  Water of the ta1ges

GANGIGOR  Namo of a yow

GINGLYO  Stony

GANGUD A order Of ghosta

GANJA Hemp flover

GANPATI The son of shiva and Parsati - He s thedeity of wisdm end the remov r of dh

culties an | obatacles

GANPATILUJAN  The worship of Ganpati.

GANTHIA: 4 prej aration of gram four

GAON DEVI Villigs g ddevs

GARABL 4601y, 1 Propitiation of & goddess

GARBHAD SN Tie marr age consummation ceromny

GARH{N\E buppheatin to an 1 loly

GARUD  Tho eagl

GARUD PUR SN Name of & punin

GATRAD “ame of & goddess

GAU A measure of d stance equal t7 1§ milas

CAUTAM  \ame of a sags

GAVA Awilox

GAVALL 4 caste or herdsmen,

GAVATDEY “ame of & godhng.

GAVATI 30 order of ghosts

GAYASUR  Mame of & demon

GCIATRI Namo of & daughter of Bralma.

CCYAIRIVMANTRA 4 sacred verss from the ¥ edaa held specially sacred and repeated by every
Brdhman at hus morming and evenng devotwn  The verse s b honout
of the sun,

Y ATRT PUR ASCH AR AN A formt of devotion requirig the recitation of the Gdyaln manira »

hundred thousand tumgs with eertan symbolic ceremoness

LY ATRIPUR ASCHAY ACHAN See Gdyatnpursscharan,

CEDI A pat.

GEDIDSYDA  An outdaor game played by boys.

GERTA: A boy who takes an sctive part in the Hols festval

GHSDL: Atexoromt 4 ouste of terapls mi wustrants of an i vidual of st

GHADI} A measure of tune equal to twenty four mmutes.

GHADULO  \ procesa for removing the effocts of the evil eye

CHENCHINT  An order of ghosts

GHANDHARAVI An onder of ghasty

GHENT Tnat q iantity of o | seeds which 12 put 1n ¢ one tume to be erushed in an o1l mills

CHAT ; Steps on the sule of & niver or tank leading to tl a weter

GHATOTKACHA “amo of & domon

GHELT vad
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GHELO : Mud.

GHELUN : Mad,

GHERAYALA : Eclipeed,

GHETA: A shieep.

GHODO : A horse.

GHUGART: Grain boiled whole, i, unsplit and unhusked,

GHUMAT: A sort of musical insteument—an earthen }'osacl. pitcher-form, covered over at the

jarger mouth with leather,

GHUNA : .\ mysterious watery pit.

GIDOTAN : Name of u ereeper.

GILLL-DANDA: A ploy amongst boys, teapstick,

GIRASIA: A Rajput Inndholder,

GIRHA: A water demon,  Applied to Riihnt or to an eclipse in general, solur or lunar.

GIRY: An onler or individual of it stnong Gosdvis,

GOCUHADL: Cattle or dag loiae,

GODHO: A\ buall,

GOKARN : Nume of 0 mythologienl king.

GORKHALO : A niche in the wall,

GOKUL: The name of the village at which Krishnn was brought up,

GOKHARU : A epecies of thorns,

GOKUL-ASHTAMI : The cighth day of the dark half of Bhddraprd celebrated as the birthday of

Krishina,

GOL : Molasses,

GOLABA: Name of o goddess,

GOLAMBADEVI: Nome of o goddeas,

GOMUKIH : Mouth of a cow,

CONDARO: Plaee where the villnge cattle reat.

GONDHAL: A kind of religtous dance,

GOOLVEL: A kind of creeper.

GOPALSANTAN : Nnme of an incantation,

GOPRADAN: Gift of n cow with its ealf to a Brihman,

GOR : A priest,

GORA : A black earthen vessel fillad with eueds,

GORADIA: A name of Hanumiin,

GORJXIN : A married unwidowad woman,

GORAKHA: Name of a saint.

GORAKH CHINCH : A kind of tree.

GORJI : A preceptor.

GORAKHRAJS : Name of a saint,

GOSAVI: An ascetic.

GOTRA: A seetion of o caste having a common aucestor.

GOURI-PUJAN : The worship of tho goddess Gouri, a festival obsorved only by women.

GOUTRAD : A vow in honour of the cow lasting from the eleventh day to the fifteenth day of ths

bright half of Bhddrapad.

GOUTR.AL: Name of a vow,

GOVARDHAN : A celebrated hill near Mathura, A large heap of cow dung or of rice, vegetables,
etc. made on the first day of the bright half of Kdrtik in imitation of the
mountain,

GOWALS-DEVA: Name of a deity connected with rain-fall.

GRAHA: A planet.

GRAHANA: An cclipse. '
GRAHAN-PUJAN : The worship of the plough on the full-moon day of Shrdvan.

GRAHA-SHANTI: A ceremony in propitiation of the planets.
GRAMADEVATA : A village goddess.
GRAMA.DEVI: A village goddess.
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GRIHADEYATA The diety which presudes o3 er the houss

GRISHMA RITU The summer

GRIVA heme of a deity.

GUDHI A pole wrapped around with @ tloth, & mango sprg etc. erectel o the e & dn of
the year before tt e houne-door

GUDHI PADVA  The first day of the bnght half of CAaxru the new yesrs day of e D ccant

ndus

GUHYAR  An order of semi-divine betngte

GULAB A rose

GUGAL  Balsamodendron,

GUJAKALPA Name of & medicinal preparation,

GULAL Red powder

GUMPHA A cave

GUNDAR  Gum arsbic,

GURAV A raste of temple tunistrants of &n w lvidual of

GURU A religious preceptor, Jupiter

GURU CHARITRA Name of a sacred b (k

HADAL: Ghost of & woman who dies wichin ten dave of childbirth or d 1 ng rmenset

HADALT  Sec Hadal

HAJ Apigam

HATAM A caste of barhers or an wdividusl of #,

HALAHAL A sort of deadly powson produced at the churning of the ocean

HANSA A goose

HANUMAN Name of 8 detty in the form of & monkey, Ho was u great davotes of Ram s

HANUMANJAYANTI The tull moon dav of chitra celebratew a3 the birthdas of Hanu ass

HAR A name of Shwva

HARDA A garland of balls made of sugar

HARDAS One who performs Aathds that t relates stories of Hin lu daities to the secvmpaniasat

of music.

HARDE : Myrobalars

HARI A name of \ shnu

HARISCHANDRA Name of & mj thological king

HARITALIKA The third day of the bright hall of Bhairapsd on wh ol unag=s of Plrvats mads

of earth are worshipped by women

HARIS ANSHA  Name of & purd s

HASTA  Nams of u conatellation

HATHADI An onder of ghosta,

HATHI: An elephant

HAVAN A saenificial offering

HLDAMATIO A neme of Hanuman

HEDAMBA \ame of & guntess

HEDLI1 An order of gh st<

HEMANT-RITU  Vnter

HIDDIBY Namo of & giante

HIJADA 1 A eunuch

HINGLAT Name of & goddew

HIRANYAKASHIPU  Name of a demon

FIRANYAK ASHY sPU  Name of 8 demo s

HIR ANYAKSHA: Namo of & demon

HIRWA  An onler of ghosts

HOL ¢ Namo of a goddess

HOLI s A festival held at the approach of the vemal «qumoz  The pilo arraagsd to by fuzded at
the fetival
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HOL1A: A boy who tikes an active part in the Holi colehrations,
HOLIK.A : Noamu of a goddeas,

HOLO : A specie« of birdy,

HOMA : A sacnifice,

HOMAHAVAN: \ formation erpressing comprehenavely or collcetively, the several acts and

pointy appertaming to oblation by fire: alao any one mdefinely of these
and points,

HOW: Name of o demon,
HUMBAD : \ caste of Vuunis or an mcdvidund of 1t,
HUTSSHANT: The pilo arranged to ho kindlod at the festival of Holi,

acty

1
INV  Anoep
INSML Vot
INDA: An egteshaped voseell
INDRADHANUSHY A - A ran-bow,
INDRAJIE - Name of o domon
INDRAMAHOTSAV A A featival ealobrated in honour of the pad Indra.
IMALE A protection agamst ram mile of the leaves of trens,
INHTADEVATA . A chosen doaty,
ITIDIO A apectes of murets,

JTADT at

FADO astond

JADU  The black art

TLGRAN  The fifteonth doy of the bright holf of {shdidh
JAGRITE: Wakd fulnesd

JATKH A An oordor of ghosts,

JAUKHR L. Numoe af 8 mimor goddeas,

FTAKHANT  An order of samni-ivine heme,
TAKHSL-DEVT Name of o mnor goddess,
JAKHARN  Name of a mmor goddess.

TAKRHARO  An onder of ghosts,

JAKHIN  Spiet of o woman whose hushand 13 ahve,
TAKHEM CT AL Name of o munor gaddess,

JAKRIN  Namo of s deity reuadmg n water,

J . An order of ghasty; name of a tree,
JALACITAR M oorder of eval gpinsts hiving i water.
JALADRYD Wate rezaddess,

JALAJ . An order of ghosts

T ALAJ ATRA ¢ The ceremony of submerging the unage of Shva.
JALANDHAR : Name of & demon.

JAL AP\ dream caused by cold.

JALDEVKI. Water-goddess

JALOTSAV.A ¢ A water festival

JAMBUVANT : Ono of the generals of Rama’s army at the stege of Lanka or Ceylon
J AMBUVANTI ¢ The daughter of Jambuvant,
JAMI: An order of ghosts,

J{N: .\n order of ghosty.

JANAK . A kg of Malula, the fosterfather of Sita.
JANAWE: .\ saered thread.

JANG.AM ¢ A Lingidyat priest.

JANHU : Name of o mythologieal king,

JANJIRO: A black cotton thread with seven knots
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JANMSSHTAMI The ewhth day of the dark hall of Shrémn celebrated aa the bmbd;ol

Krishna,
JANMA SUWASTNL A woman who 1s perpetually unw dowed.
JANANIT Name of a manor goddess
JANTRA A myst cal srrangement of words
JAP Repeating prayers i a mutter ug manner,
JAP MAL A rosan
JARAN A kind of black art
JARKSANDH Name of a demon
JARI “amo of a goddess
JARIMARL A godde s pres d ng over an epidem ¢ or pest lent ald e
JATA Matted hur
JATRA Afar
JATUPT “amo of  snge
JAVA Barley
JAVALA Tender i ene plants
JETHA Tte e ghth month of tl o Gujardt H ndu calen {3r ear
JHAPAT A sudden encounter
JHOLAT Namo of & goddess
JIMP An onder of ghasts
JINND An order of ghoats
JING  Smalt
JINTHRO Rugzed
JIREN Cumin seed
JIVADHANI  Name of a goddess
INI Live
JNO Lve
JOGAL Name of & goddess
JOGANI A female harpio
JOGATA A male chuld offered to t! @ goddoss Yallamma,
JOGATIN A femals ¢l 1 offerad to the goddess 1 sllamm
JOGAVA  Begg ngn tl e name of the goddess Ambu.
JOGT A male ch I offored to the goddess 34y ks,
JOGIN A fernale oh 1d offersd bo 1) o goddess Ms skn
JUARL A kad of con
JULEBL A kind of swest
JUTHI False
JUVARE A kind of corn
JAESHTHA Tlotl rdmoith of tle Deccar H dus I the o hth month of tha Guparat H
calendar year  Name of & vonstellat oms
JVOTISH SHASTRA T1 e sc encé of nstronomy

K

BABAR A tomb tawed over t! e gra e of & Mul ammadan 43 nt
KABIR Name of & celebra edea ¢t

RACHA Ttesonof Briapat tle preceptorof gols
RACHARADA A lkind of bead

KACHARO t Retase

RACHBI Rambow

RACHHIA 3 A custs of vegetablo acll rs

BADADAN 1 Legumns

RADALIPUJAN Plaptaw tree worst p

RADAMB  Autl ocephalus cadumbs.
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KADVI: Bitter; -.- B

KADAVOQ : Bitter.

KADULIMB : Melia Azadirachta.

KAFRI: An order of ghosts.

KAGDO : A crow.

KAGRASHIA: An expounder of the utterances of crows.
KAGVA: Cooked food offered to the manes.
KAITABHA : Name of a demon,

KAJAL: Collyrium.

KAJRA : A kind of tree.

KAKADI: A cucumber.

KAKBHUSHUNDI : Name of a sage.

KALASH: A jar,

KALASHI: A weight of corn.

KALANEMI: Name of & demon.

KALASIO: A bowl.

KALI: Name of a goddess.

KALIKA : Name of a goddess.

KALKAICHE BHUT: An order of ghosts.

KALI CHAUDAS : The fourteenth day of the dark half of Ashvin.
KALINGI: Daughter of the king of the Kalingas,

KALI PARAJ : A name applfed colleotively to the aboriginal tribes of Gujarit,
KALIYA NAG: Name of a mythological snake,

KALI YUGA : The fourth age of the world according to the Hindu scriptures:
KALO : Black,

KALO VA: Name of a cattle disease.

KALPAVRIKSHA : A fabulous tree granting all desires.

KAL BHAIRAV : A name of Mahddev.

KAL PURUSHA : The god of death.

KALUBAI: Name of a minor goddess.

KALYAN: Welfare.

KAMA DHENU : A heavenly cow granting all desires,

KAMALA HOLI: The fourteenth day of the bright half of Falgun.
KAMAN: A kind of black art of bewitching a person,
KAMANDALU: A gourd.

KAMDEV MAHADEV : A name of Mahddev.

KAMOD : A kind of rice.

KANAKNATH : A name of Mahadev.

KANKOQOTRI : Red powder.

KANOBA : Neme of a minor deity.

KANSA : King of Mathura, maternal uncle of Krishna.

KANSAR : Coarse wheat flour cooked in water or ghi and sweetened with molasses or sugar.
KANYA: A girl; Virgo.

KAPHAN ;: The cloth in which a corpse is wrapped.

KAPIL: Name of a sage.
KAPILASHASTHI: A day on which synchronize six particulars—the day, Tuesday; the month,
Bhddrapad ; the date, the sixth of the dark fortnight: the Nakshatra,

Rohini; the Yog, Vyatipdt; the Mahdnakshatra, Hasti,
KAPILASHETE : See Kapildshasthi.

KARAN : A kind of tree.
KARHADA : A caste of Brdhmans found in the Deccan,

KARKA ; Cancer.
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KARKATA Name of & water nymph,

RARKATI  See Karkata,

hARROTAK \ame of & snake

RARMAMARGA Tle patl of ct on

RARTIA The eight) mort of thoDeccan H It a & the ficst mutl of 1o ¢ gurat Huls

ealendar y ear

KARTIREY Son of 81 va the communder of Goarm  { the god

RASADA Ak nd of sacred gras

KASSI A butcler

KA$4TIA Namo of & gnd

RASATIA-GANTH Tymg ¢ o kno o

g ymg t of Rasat & & 10w ohicr ekt thetameoftl gxihna o

RATHAWATI Name of a trhe

KATHEKARL A narrator of t) e legends of the gods,

KRATHI Dame of & tr be

KATRART Name of 8 trbe

RATLAN Ak of med ¢ nal preparatw

RATAAR A degger

KAUL Therce betelnuts ete stuckupsien dolwl ¢ ¢ 1 1

K AUL GHELNF o consult a de ty by kau!

RAURAVA Tlo patronym c of t1o descendants of h ra bt 1 ally splul totie su of
D ¢ tarust tra

KAUSTUBHA Name of a cel I ra od jem obtaned ot tic clurn g of tie von & | wor

Vishny

RAVANESHWAR A name of Mal ale

RilA Body

KIDSR MName of a de ty

K1RADO Aknd of tree

KISHAR  Saftron

RFSHAVA A pame of ksl ne.

KITU Inastronomy then ntl of tio planets m myti afogy s demon

1 HABITH  An orler of gl ost

LHAD hHADYA BESADVI A ceremo  performed b exorc ¥ tu prop ate ¢ f ou

goddesses,

RHADI Red of green eart] §

KHAGACHAR  An order of ghosta roan ng in the sky

RHAIR  Acsc s entechu,

KHAIS A speces of waterspr s

RHAJADA PANTH: A sect of Hindss

KHARHARA Akndof tree

RHAKHI A sect of Hindus

KHAL Tlepassagoin tie Sh vl nga (ptallus of N 8)

RILANA A bod cs elot]

RHANDE PUJAN  Vionst p of arms

KHANDERAL Anameoftin len Rhe |1a

RHANDOBA: Name of nde ty

KHANJIRE A dagger

KHAPARI: Ak ndof cattl luense

KUALRYA  An order of ghosta

RIARAY L\ Droase of eattln n st of 110 hools ars aff ctad

RHARVA A casto of i} ctmen and aa lorg or sainl 1luatol ¢

WHARYI S Rhinva

RIUATALF A cot
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KHATRI : A caste of weavers.

KHAVAS: A caste of Hindus.

KHAVIS : An order of ghosts.

KHETALO : Name of & snake deity,

KHETRVA: A field,

KHEM: An order of ghosts.

KHICHADI: A preparation of rice and pulse cooked together.

KHIJADIO : The Shami tree, Prosopis spicigera

KHIJADO : See Khijadio. '

KHIJADO MAMO : An order of ghosts.

KHILI: A peg.

KHIR : Rice cooked in milk and swoetened with sugar.

KHIT KHIT : Notes of the Pingla bird,

KHODIAR MATA : Name of a goddess.

KHODO : Lame. ‘

KHODO MAMO : Name of a minor doity.

KHOJA: A class of Musalmiins.

KHOKHO : An outdoor game played in the Doccm.l.

KHUNTINI: An order of ghosts.

KIDI: An ant.

KILBIL : Notes of the Pingla bird.

KINEHAB : Silkk worked with gold and silver flowers, brocade,

KINNARI: Anorder of somi-divine heings.

KIRATA: A fisherman.

KISHORDAS: A namo of Hanumin,

KODRA: Punctured millet.

KOHALA : Pumpkin, . ’

KOKAI: Name of a goddess.

KOKIL: A cuckoo.

KOKILA VRATA: The festival of cuckoos which is held in the month of Ashddh after g lapse of
twonty years.

KOLAMBAI: Namo of a goddess.

KOLHAY: Name of a goddess.

KOLIL: A primitive tribe of Hmdus common in the Bombay Prosidency.

KOLO: A jackal. )

KOLKAL: Name of o goddess.

KQLU : Cucurbita maxima.

KONDI: A kind of earthen pot. ’

KONDURI: A preparation of mutton,

KORI: A new garment ; an uanused earthen jar; a small silver coin.

KOTHALI : Reticule.

KOTWAL: Name of an untouchable caste of Hindus.

KOYATA : A wood bill. )
KRISHNA : The eighth incarnation of Vishnu. :
KRITIKA: Nameof o congtellation.

KRIYA BHAUDAI: Name of a deity.
KSHATRIYA: The warrior class, the second of the fourfold divisions of Manu. .

KSHETRA: A holy place. )
KSHETRAPAL: The guardian spirit of fields; & kind of stone.
KUBER : The lord of wealth, the regent of the north and the king of the Yakshas and Kinngzras

KUKAD VEL: A kind of creeper.

Kul: A totem; & clan, )
KULA-DEVATA : Family deity. )
KULA-DEVI: Family goddess
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KULADHARMA 4 specisl worship of the famly god or gaddess of each fasuly

KRULATHI A lkind of corn

KULCKA A mixture of wheat oat or rico fiour, elanified butter and su.ar of mota »s

KULKARNI A village accountant

RUMBHA  Aquarus

KUMBHAKARN  Name of & demon.

AUMBHAR A caste of pottors

KUMBHARAN A woman of the Kumbhir caste

KUMBHAV A Name of a cattle disoasc,

KOMBHAVIVAHA Marriage with an earthen yar

RUNBI A culuvator

KUND Apond apt asacred pool

RUNDALAN Y bind of megic eirvle

KUNDALT  An astrological disgram of the pos tion of plansts at any partic 1lae time

RUNDALIA  \ pamo of Hanumdn,

KUNDI A shoe maker s earthen pot

KUNAU Red pouder

RUNTI  Tho first wife of Pandu

KUPOTS4KGA Diggmg a well for the beneft of tho publie—and abandinis ones raft of
ownership over it

KURANANDI Wi eat ffour lumps us <112 the oeremony of the Lods

KURL A imploment for sowing corn

RURMI Name of 8 water nymph

KURUKSHETRA The exteasns plan noar Dellu the se o of the graat Lattle hetwes tro

Kauravas snd Piudaves

RUSHMAND  An order of demui-gods

KUSUMBA  The dye prepared from the dried Sowers of the Kusumba {Cartl umus t ctorius)

KUTRO A dog

LADU 1 aweet ball

LAGHURUDRA  \ nite 1a hoaour of ¢l god Shiva

LAHY A [Larched nce

LAKSHACHANDI A reaitation 1 houour of the goddoss Pirvats
LARSHAMANA  Brother of Rémn

LAKSHMI The goddess of wealth

L{LA HARDES \esmeof & munor lucal deity

L{LO Name of & ficlddeity

LALO BHAGAT MNameof & smiat

LOONDIVO  Anron lamp

LAMLAN A branch of black magic

LAMRA Cejlon

LAPST Coarse whent & wer friod 1 ghi aud awe: tenad with molasses or sugar
LAVENC Clove

LSVANT \kiniof ballad plantation

LAWANI Tlantation.

LAVO A Parasite

LEVSANT A ghost of & wudow

LIMDO A tree \lantasexcelsa

LIMBO  owonous

LINGA  Phallus

LINCAM  See Luga

LINGAY AT 4o indwadual of the Lingis at retiston whowo chif object of worship u “hrs
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LOBAN : QOlibanum,
LOBHAN : Incense powder.
LOTA: A water pot.
LUVANA : A caste of traders.
LUXMI : Se¢ Lakshmi,

N M.

MACHCHENDRA NATH : Name of o saint.
MACHHI: Name of a water nymph.
MACHHO : Name of a goddess,
MACHHU : See-Midchho.
MADALIUN : A hollow bracelet.
MADAN: Cupid.
MADHAVI: A village headman. ’
MADHU : Name of a demon.
MADHU PAVANTI: An order of ghosts.
MADHWACHARYA: Name of a great saint who founded a sect of Vaishnavism.
MAFAT : Useless.
MAFATIQ : Useless,
MAG : A grain, Phaseolus mungo.
MAGH : The eleventh month of the Deccani Hindu and the fourth month of the Gujardt Hindu
calendar year,
MAGHA ; Name of a constellation,
MAGHALO : A lamyp of maud covered with leaves to represent the god of rain.
MAHABHARAT : Name of an epic of the Hindus.
MAHSDEVA ¢ A name of Shiva.
AMAHA GIRA : Name of o mor deity.
MAHAKALI : Name of & goddess.
MAHAKALI NIRVAN TANTRA : Name of a work on Tantric philosophy.
MAHALAKSHMI : Name of a goddess; Name of & ceremony in which the goddess is worshipped on
the eighth day of the bright half of Ashvin.
MAHALAYA SHRADDHA : A shraddha performed in the dark helf of Bhddrapad in propitiation of
ancestors,
MAHAMARI : Cholera goddess.
MAHANT.: A saint.
MAHSPURUSH : An order of civil spirits.
AIAHSR : An unclean caste of Hindus,
MAHAR PURUSHA : A kind of stone.
MAHARAJA @ A term of respectful compellation applied to kings, religious heads, saints, ete.
VAHARAKSHASA @ A class of demons.
MAHARUDRA : A sacrifice in hionour of Shiva.
MAHSRAURAVA : A kind of hell. .
AAHASHIVARATRI : The tourteenth day of the dark half of Mdg#, a fast day in honour of Shiva.
MAHATMA : A saint.
MAHATMYA : Greatness.
MAHESHA : A name of Shiva.
MAHESHVAR : A name of Shiva.
\[AHI : Name of & demon,
MAHIKAWATI : Name of a goddess.
MAHODAYA : Name of & festival.
MAIDAN : A plain.
MAKARA : Capricornus.
MAKARI: Name of & water nymph.
MAKHAR : A gaily dressed up wooden frame.
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MARI Maze

MALAP A museal mode

MALHARL 3 name of handoba,

JMAL] Bed lead

MALL A caste of gardeners or a2 indo ulual of 3¢,

MALINDA A aweet preparatisa of wheat 80 1r fr al uy wht,

MALIN Lacleen

MALLARI A name of hhandoba,

MALO A bower

MAMIEULS  An onder of gl osts

MAMO- in order of ghosts & maternal uncle

MANAY A Name of & dey

MANDAL 1 group.

MANDALU A erele

NMANDAN MISHRA  \ame of an a; cient scholar

MANDAP 3 bower

MANDA BHARANE  Fillng 11 8 mago erclo &s a protects w frm op 7 1,

MANER-STAMBHA  The suspicious post of the mernags bower

MAM  An unelean caste of the Hundus.

MLANCET Name of & g xldes

MANGAL

WANCALGGOURI 1 A cervinony performed 1y marr ol girls 11 8ive cucems ey aee o very
Tuesday of the month of Shriemn.

MANCALCRATI Moving a lighted lamp round en  lo!

AANGALSUTRA  Tie lucky thread wom by marned women

AANT A jewel , name of a daity

MANIDHAR A sneke

MANI MALLA  Name of a demon

MANBARI  The pervon entitled to certam ho 10urs and prese its at vill e assemi | m

MANKRODA 4 blach ant.

MANSY RHAN ANTI  An order of ghosts

MANTRA  in ncantation s magia spell,

MANTR ASHASTRA  The science of mcantations,

MANTRI  An exorent

MANTRIA  An exoreit

JANUSHYACHAR  in order of ghosts moviig smo g me

MARAN A branch of black msge

VIARGA A path, course

JMARGSI Name of a goddess

M(RGASHIRSHA The minth month of the D ccams Hnlianl the secon Imonth fthn 6 jarkt
Hmndu calendar yoar

MARGT 1 \ wect of Hu dus

ALARGY 1 ANTHL A folt wer «f 01 e Marg sect

AR \amefa goildess,

MARICHI Namo of  sases

MARTIUN A ceremony D>r driviyz swsy o ests

MARVO ¢ Marjoram

MASUR 5 Leotil

\ASIDA  An onder of L ts

MATA: \ goddess

MATATT  See Méta

MATA ASHTAMI® Tteeghth lay 1 naciritrs

MATART 1 \ame of 8 goddess

MATH 1 A monastery
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MATHBHAJIL : A kind of green vegetlable.

MATI : Earth.

MATRIKA : A mother; an order of serm-thvine hoings.
MAULL : Name of a goddess.

MAUNYA VRATA : A vow of silence.

MAVADI: Ghost of a woman dying with certain desires unfulfitled.
MAYA : Iilusion.

MAYAKA : Name of a goddess.

MEDA : Marrow.

MEDINI: The earth.

MEGH: A cloud.

MEGHARAJA : The god of rams,

MEGHLADDU . A sweet ball of wheat flour fried in ghu
MEHULO : Scc Maghalo.

MEKAIL : Name of an angel.

MELADI: An order of ghosts.

MELDI: Sec Mecladu.

MELI VIDYA: Sacrilegious art,

MENA : A kind of bird.

MERU : Nnme of a mythologieal mountain, -
MESHA: Aries.

MHALSA : Name of a goddess.

MHARJAI: Name of & goddess.

MHARLOBA : Name of a deity.

MHASHYA : A species of water spirits,
MHASOBA": Namo of a village deity ; lord of ghosts
MIANA : A class of Musalmins.

MINA : Pisces.

MINDHAL : A kind of fruit

MIRI: Particle.

MITHUN : Gemini.

MIYALI: An order of ghosts.

MOBHARA : A hollow stone used for threshing corn.
MOCHI : A casto of shoo-makers.

MOCHINI : An order of ghosts.

MOGRI: Rat-tailed raddish.

MOHAN: A branch of black mage.

MOHINI: A fascinating woman.

MOHARO : The stone found i tho head of the snake
MOHOR : See Moharo

MOKSHA : Salvation

MOLANI : An order of ghosts

MOTAKAT : Nameo of a vow

MOR : A peacock.

MORIA : An earthen howl.

MOT M&VALL : Mother Marys

MOTUDUKH : A kind of cattlo disease.

MOVA KHARAVA : Name of a cattle disease.
MRIG: A deer; nameof a constellation.
MRIGANKA : The moon

MRIGA TONCHANA : The moon.
MRITYUNJAYA : Name of an ncantation.
MUCHKUND : Name of a sage.

MUJAVAR: A sweeper of & mosque devoutly or piously fixed to it
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MUKTIL  Salvation -

MUL * Namo of s star

MULO  Raddish

MUNDL  Akind of wini

MUNGESHWAR MAHADEY A name of shiva

MUNOI MATA  Namoof a goddess, dumb mother

:;léz.:\.;l sx:r;lnmu: Brthman boy who d es smmed at=ly afts¢ his thread coremony

MURDUNG ¢ Tabour

MURLI  See Muralw.

MUSAL A nce pound r

MUTH  The fist

MUTH MSRANE  Throwing of a handful of sice over which wncantations have been repease ]
sending g bewtehed lemott t 8 parson ¢ whom a disoase 1 to bo o.nf:r p 1
or wha 13 to be kallod i

MUV 4-KFSHIBI 3 kind of cattle disease

N

NACHANI Alind of grow

NAD(PUOL 1 coloured cord with o small parcef ¢ ntsming scense rod pwd 1, pte

N(D{SADI A cond and s robe

N Asnike 6 ape iosaf ssmiedvin baia Il mn bt rp nty1n form

NAGA ¢ See Mig

NSGABALL A propitistory offer ng to snuken

NACAR A casts of Brahmans fcund i Cujarit

NAGCHSMFA A flower tree, Alpinua mutans

NAGDLY  The snake god

NAGKANYA A snako gl

NSG RESAR Slessua Ferrea

NUGMAGA: A cluss of beggora who w rshup the snake

NG\ STH Name of a suake detty

NAG PANCHAMI  The fifth day of the br ght IIf Shrr 1t abldyy in bois e of th 233t de 7

NAGG Shameless

NAGOBA The snake deity

NAGVIL A kind of ereeper

NALPIR Nem of a p r ot Mialomedan sa nt

NAL SCHEB A famibar name for ¢h boeor w ths Vtharam, of thy Tebut-p b whi b 1 ot
fatcs at the tap i & s or bore-shue member,

ALV Gl prared aver #ha sy of Henen) o

NAVASK SR Revornt al or reapectiul ad bnsa or 4alitation

NANDA the adoptno father of henhna

NANDARAT Name of a m tholo,seal ki,

NANDI A tbull

NANDESHRADDHA 3 Shryblia to the nama prehm nary ta any §yons ocassn,

ANO small

N40 MARSSING  n onder of ghodts,

MARA Naros of asaze

NARAD JUNT  Nome of 8 divinn sagee

MARAR Hell

\ ARAK-CHATURDASHI  Tho fourtecntl oy «f the d3ek Ralt of Askesn

NARALY P AURNIMA  Tho cacoan 1t boliTay, the fit=ensh day of tha briht half of Shruva.
« o ent of 1317 bon halt may
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NARAYAN : Nnmeof a sage,
NARAYANA BALI: A gacrifice in propitiation of cvil spirits.
NARAYAN KAVACH : A hymn in henour of Vishnu,
NARAYAN NAGABALI: A kind of offering. . :
NAREL-PURNIMA : See Nirali Paurnima, Coe
NARGUDIKALPA : A kind of medicinal preparation,
NARKYA UDA: A Kkind of incense.
NARSINHA: See Narsimha,
NARSINHA MEHTA : A celobrated saint of Gujardt.
NATAK : A drama,
NATHU : Tied,
NAVACHANDI: Name of a sacrifice.
NAVAGRAHA : The nine planets, -
NAVAGRAHASHANTI : A ceremony in propitiation of the nine planets.
NAVAKADAN : Gift of a ship,
NAVALA-DEVI: Name of a goddess.
NAVAMUTHIUM : A preparation of nine handfuls of wheat,
NAVARATRA : The first nine days of the month of Ashvin héld sacred to Durga.
NAVATERI: A game of nine and thirtecn,
NEHADO: A hamlet of Bharvids or shepherds,
NIAR: A kind of rice grown without ploughing.
NILOTSARGA : A kind of Shriqddha.
NILOTSAVA : See Nilparviin,
NILPARVAN : A ceremony in propitintion of tho spirits of deceased ancestors,
NIRGUDI: A kind of plant.
NIRMALA : Name of a.goddess.
NOL VEL: A kind of crecper.
NRISINHA MANTRA: An ineantation in honour of Nrisinha,
NYASA : Gesture,

OGHAD : A fool.

OKARINU : Vomitting; a kind of sheep disense.
OLO : A specics of birds.

OMKAR MANDHATA : Name of a god.

PADO: A he-buffalo,

PADUKA : Impressions of feet on stones. .

T’ADVAL : Snake-gourd,

PADWAL: See Padval. '

PAJUSAN : A holiday of Juins.

PALAS: A tree, Butea frondosa.

PALEJATRA: A ceremony performed at the sowing season.

PALE MARAD : An order of ghosts.

PALIO: A pillar. A tomb erccted on the grave of a person who dies on a field of battle,
PALUS: See palas,

PAN : A betel leaf,

PANCHAK : Grouping of constellations lasting for five days

PANCHAKSHARI: An exorcist.

PANCHAMRITA : A mixture of milk, curds, sugar, ghi and honey.

PANCHARATNA : Five kinds of precious things, viz,, gold, silver, copper, coral and pearls.
PANCHAYATAN : The five deitics, Shiva, Vishnu, Surys, Ganpati and Devi,
PANCH.DEVA : fee Panchiyatan.,
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PANCHGAVIA  Am xture of tle fi & products of the cow
PANCHOPACHAR Tle present ng n oblat on to an dol of five art clea
PANDAVA A term appl ed to the five sona of Panlu
PANDHAR \amse of 8 goddes
PANDIT A scholar
PANDHRI A kind of tree
TANGALA DEVI Nan e of a god lese
PANOTI Certan pecul ar co junct ons of pl ne s namo of 3 goddear
PAPAD Water biscu s
PARADI Ad easescar gba ket abalet
PARAKAYAPRAVESH Lnter g the body of anather
PARASHU  Anaxe
PARDESHI A term applied ¢o men from Upper Ind a usualty low saste
PIRJANYA Ran
PARJANYA SHANTI A ce emo y p rformed ta securg ramfalt
PARMAR A clan of Rejputs
PARO  Aland of stone
PARSHAD \ ATKUNTHA Nemeofah & enly regon.
PARTHISHWAR Lordof tieeart! agod
PARVATI The co sort of Sh &
PARWANI Afest al
PiSHUCHAR An order of gl osts ot tn,, among beasts
PASHUPATAKA A weapon of §h a
PASTANA Tl e be ng dwposed for se— essels ete for idol worsh p
PAT A low wooden stool marr age w th a w dow
PATAL The nether wotld
PATHA Reaitat on
PATIL A village ! eadman
PATIT PAVAN  Pur fier of the fallen
PATRA A lead scsrl
PATLA A low wooder stool
PAT LAVANE Tomarry & w dow
PAURANIC  As preserst ed in tl o purdnas
PALSH The ter th month of tle Deccan Hndu and the t!ad month of the Gujardt Hinla
calendar yesr
PAVATYA A seat of goddess worsh ppers
PAVTE Akndofglan
PEDHE 4 L nd of sweets
TEDI 4 small hesp or kips
PEESA  An order of ghoats
PENDA  \knd of sweets
PETTOD: A knd of cattled ease
PHALGUN Tle tweli | month of tle Deccan Findu and the ffth manth of the Gujarit Wt
esle larjear
PHANAS Tle jack frut
PIDHAN ARATI The ceremony of subst tuting Bight ornaments on an idol foe the e’ 6=
ments of tl & day
PILUDI Ak nd of tree
TIND Arcoball
PIXDA  Ses Pnd
PINGLA 4 spec es of bads
PINJAR  Rel powder
PIPAL A tree F cus rel gona
PIPALFSIT AR MATADEV 4 name of $h va,
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PIR : A Muhammadan name for a gaint.

PIRAS PIPALO : Thespesis populwa.s

PISHACHA.: An cvil spirit. . .
PITAR : A spirit of a deceasod ancestor,

PITHI: Turmeric powder.

PITPAPDO : Glossocardi Boswellia,

PITRA : Manes.

PITRI: An ancestral spirit.

PITRI SHRADDHA : A Shrdddha in propitiation of tho ancestral spirits.
PITRRIYA : A deceased ancestor,

PITRU PAKSHA : Manes’ fortnight, the dark half of the month of Bhidrapad,
POHOR : A measure of time equal to three hours.

POLIO : Hollow,

POLO : Hollow.,

PONDHAR : Nnme of a goddess.

POPAT : A parrot.

POSHI : A class of chudels, au order of ghosts,

POTHIA : An exorcist ; the bull of Shiva,

POTHIO: A bull,

PRACHETAS : A patronymic of Manu,

PRADAKSHINA : Circumambulation.

PRADOSHA : The thirteenth day of the dark half of a month,

PRALHAD : The son of the demon Hiranyakashipu, He was a great devotes of Vishau.
PRALAMBASUR : Name of a demon.

PRANA : Life.

PRANA-POKA : Death wail.

PRASAD : Consecrated food, )
PRASTHANA : Sce Pastana. :
PRATAB : An order of ghosts.

PRAYASCHITTA : Penance.

PRAYOGA : Performance ; experiment.

PRETA : A goblin; spirit of a person dying & sudden or accidental death,
PUDINA : Mentha Sativa.

PUJA : Worship.

PUJARI : A worshipper.

PUJYA : Deserving to be worshipped.

PULAP : Name of a sage.

PULASTYA : Nameo of a sage.

PUNARVASU : Name of a constellation.

PUNDARIK : Name of a mythological snale.

PUNEMA : The full moon day of a month.

PUNJI : Refuse.

PUNJO : Refuse.
PUNYAHA WACHAN : A particular ceremony performed on festive occasions,

PUNYA STHANA : A holy place.

PUNYA TITHI : The death anniversary of a Sanydst or saint.

PURAN : The name of a certain class of sacred books ascribed to Vydsa and contaming the whole
body of Hindu mythology.

PURBHAYA : A term applied to persons from Upper India.

PURNAHUTI : An offering into the fire of & handful of rice, ghi, cocoanuts and some other articles.

PURNIMA : See Paurnima.

PURNA TITHI : A complete day.

PURUSHOTTAM : Intercalary month.

PURVABHADRAPADA : Name of 2 constellation,

4



LSRN
TTITCATa TN Nam aa
TTPCLA Aran -
TTEYN TN Nam an N
ITVECAT Name me oala
TTTTA Nameaarwn sl

®

FTARLRT A caste of Sewhends

FADZL Aman 3wl wwms So whes o be &
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RELA: A rttoam,
REVATE Nume of u consts ation,

RIZVADL: A pn putration of sestum and sugor,
HIKTA : Uninntfal, iinuspienats,

RISHT PUNCHAME “Lhe fafth diy of the bright half of Ithadraynd,
RITU - A v renn,

ROHINT : Nome of o ronstelintyon,

BOPANT ¢ Transplantg,

RO Nleaf pr ;n;rwl trern it hand o of gonan,
ROTAL - Womnanih

BUDRA Anorder of sonsedivaine b,

BUDRABHISHERA Tl conmony o pouriig watee i o consbant stecan over the image of

Shava for ooy en conseeutay ¢ davs and mighte,
RUDRAKSHA N trce sncred to Shisa, Llooo epus gnmtrae,
BRUDIARSHNY MALAL A\ rosar of 105 by wde of the suded? sha soonnd
RUDRAVAG A socnitics m honoue of the god Shava,
RUL N\t esloteopts prganton
RUPO: Hondunne
RUFL s Nawe of o snze,
RUTUSHANTT . The marnuee consummation ecnomony .

S

SABHA : A mecting.
SADASUTT PANOTIL -\ papcte oxtonding over scven years nad o half,
SIDHAN  Aceamphshment,

SADOHU: A s unt,

SAGAR @ A lang of the Solar race, an ancestor of Ruma,

SAHAN © A bacvng «lab,

SAHASHABHOQJIAN : Teeding o theusand Brahmane,

SAIPAN  An onbor of ghosty

SANYRD A aame for Musolmans circetly de~ecnded feom the Progdor,
SAKHARADO - A Ll of disense,

SARIOTIN  Nume of o troe,

SAKINTI  An onder of ghosts,

SARSHT Watness,

SALAM
SALBAYA  Nowe of o dety,
SAMSCHART: The death anneomsars

The word used 1 salutation by and to Mulimmmadans aud other peeple not Hindu

SAMADH : The edifico whioh 1 erected ever the burisleplnee or a Sonpas or samt ; deep and

devout meditation
SAMADHI - Sce Samitdh,

SAMAL A bross lomp,
SOUANY A PUJA : Ordinary worshp,

SAMBANDIA : Spinit of o Brihman who dies without nn e and whose funeral rites have not

been performed.

SSOMELTU: A log of wood,
SAMISHYA ¢ Entering the divino order.

SAMPAT SHANTW.AR : Wenlth-giving Shanuear, v Saturday 1 the month ot Shrgvan,

SAMUDRA : The sen,
SAVMVAT: A yeor,

SAMVATSAR : A year; A period of three cycles of twenty years each, that 15 sixty year,

SAMVATSARI :-Death anniversary.
SAMVATSARIK SHRADDHA : The yenrly Shaddha,

SANATKUMAR: One of the four sons of Brahma.
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APPENDIN

STLAKTN MATA : Name of o goddeqs.

SHAKTL: The euergy ue netive power of n deity peraanifled s his wife ; as Phevati of Shiva

SHARTIMATA : Name of w0 godedis,

SHAKTI-PANTHI : A follower of the Shnkti or Shiktn seet that iy those who worship a div

coergy under its feminfue personification,

SHARTIYAG . A sacrifico in honour of Shakti,

SHALIGRAM : .\ waenvl stone supposed to represent Vishnn,

SHALUNKT: A apocicd of singing hirds,

SHANT: Saturn, .

SHANGAR ARATL: The coremony of tahing off the idels night garments and putting on otk
for the day. .

SHANKARACHARY A : Thee designntion of the colrbrated tene

SHANRKASUIC: Name of 0 demon,

SHANKHASUR . Name of a dempon,

SHANKHINT: An order of ghosta,

her of the Vedidnt philosophy,

SILANTANU . Ly of the lunnr pars who arrie | Gangs nnd .\'ut_','m'a;li.

SHARADIAN ¢ Tue dark Wndf of the manth of Nhddeospad,

NI SRANG Tl how of Vshon,

SHARAD PUNEM A The foll-moon day of (teher,

SHARXD-RITU : The Autuuin,

SHANTRA : Seapture,

SHATACHANDL : Ansacantation in honour of the gnddess,

SHATANIIVA ¢ Live for & hundeed year,

SHATATARAK N @ Namo of & cansteliation,

SHATCHANDI ¢ An fueantation i honour of the goddess Chandi,

SHEN BHARANE : Namo of o coromany.”

SHENDUR : Red dead,

SHESH N&G 2 The wnalie of one thousand hoods who aupports the earth,

SHEVARI: A Lind of tree, .

SHIKHANDI : Amba born aq the daughter of Drupada, She was given out to be, nnd brought
ey o mmale enled,

SHIKHAR Tl)p.

SHIKOTAR : Name of a goddes,

SHILT @ Stale,

SHILY SSTEM @ The stale soventh, the seventh day of the dark hall of Shrdvin,

SHIRALSHET : Nnme of an ancient Vini or trader «who hecame a king and reigned three and
bl ghatsla {(nomessure of time),

SHISHIR-RITU : The celd season,

KHIT : The fowl e} 1o the top of the bunleo planted in the pit of the Moli fire,

SHITALA ASTAKA : A hymoon praise of the goddess Shitala,

SHITALSI-PUTAN ¢ A haliday observed by women.

SHITALADEVI : The small-pox goddess.

SHITALA MATA : Nee Shitalidevi.

SHITAL-SAPTAMI : Ser Shili Sitem.

SHIVA : The third god of the Hindu Trinuy,

SHIVALANGI : Namae of a plant.

SHIVA-MUTHA : .\ vow in which handfuls of corn are offerel by married girls to the god Vishn

on every Monday in the month of Shrdvan.

SHIVARKTRY : The fourteenth duy of the dark half of every month sacred for the worship of Shiv

SHIVARSTRI @ See Shivaritra,

SHIWANI : A kind of tree,

SHIWAR : An offering of boiled rice mixed with eurds; an offering of a goat or fowl.

SHLOKA: A stanzo, o verse, .
ATTAT ACITAD ACITAT « The sivteen wavs of dotne homage,
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SHOR A PACLAN M mongfoat [nn ta

SHRAVAD Aknd of sinh N

NHRAVAR  Aterm ajptad totl e members of theda wl,

SHEAVAN  Tiefif] montl of aDwen & Tlatmtl mn P ol tF t 441 1y cate lar

vear

SHRAVAND The eeremo v of re ow ng e anerd threa t

SHRAWANA Name f neonstell t n

SHPIDUTTA Name faol

SHRINCAR (RATL ‘ee§  gir fra §

SURINGHI Namo of & sage

SHRISATLANAREL AN Name of adet

SHUDDHA Pure tolrglt)sf ta 0

SHUDRA Tielastof tt forflIl1 v w f\a

SHURAMUNT \ame of o 8 o

SHUKRA  Venus

SIDDHA Anorderofsm §v |

NIDDHAPURUSHA A mage

SIODHI  Accomplhmme tloag wton (u pornat 1al| w g & (awle [ ya

SIDDHIRARAN Nam ofal k vwtel Durmefjiihepnn o Cftlag La {iay
Aot fm

SIDHA Uncookeda (el Tf 1

SIDIO N grolhe,

SIKAN A slng

SIRE Aalng

SMKOTARU  See Skn ru

SIKOTURU Chostof nw ma d gw  ra I o~ f111

SIMANT  Tie first pregr aney ¢ rem

SINDHAVAR Nama fw gl len

SINDUR  Red lead

SINHA Alon Le
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SIWO  Sewn.
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SOD MU\ Theerrnmy flemn gilesauns{tr O franthal o« falty
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NOMAT A Name cf & ws 27 nymph

COMAVATI A OV AN\ L Theflant Iy ftho Dkbal da 2 1 4 Wy

SOMACA Namn farlas eomms
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SOPPO S tphart fanmiey
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\UI)H A Neetar,

SUDHAKAR : The moon,

SUDYAMAN: Nnmo of o mythulogical king,
SUGAD : .\ hittle carthen veusel,

SUKAL: .\ plontifnl harves,

SULIO ¢ A onder of ghosts,

BULEIMANT PARO @ A kind of atone,
SUMARLY GANESH : A nnme of Ganpati,
SUNA . Unoccupied,

SUNAKU A kmd of eattlo disrnne
SUNKAT: Name of o godidess,

RUNTH : Dry gmger.

BUPADUN : A winnowing fan

SURN - Liguor.

SURAKANO : Puisted icun wire

SURAN: Nmorphophallus enmpalatus (clephant foot),
SURANG: A kind of tree,

SURDHAN : Ghost of a male member dying with cortain of his deires unfulfilled,

SURMO : Ner Sotro,

SUROPURO: A spint of one who meets death on a field of battle,
SURYA ¢ The sun,

SURYA KAVACH : A bynin i honour of the Sun,
SURYA-VRAT: A vew in honour of the Sun.

SUTAKIL: One ceremoninlly « mpure on account of the death of a relative,
SUTAR A enste of earpenters or an individunl of it,

SUTI A arder of gheuts,

SUTTEL . A woman who burns herself on the funeral pyro of her husband.
SUVA: Anangredient weed an preparing spices,

SUWARN : Gold.

SUWASINT : An unwidowed woman.

SWAMI - .\ lord, o term applied to snints,

SWAMI MAHAR LT ¢ An epithet of Dattitraya or Shri Dutta,
SWAMINARAY AN : A sect of Hindus,

SWAPNA ¢ A dream,

SWARGA - Hemven,

SWASTIKA : A kind of mystical tigure.

SWATI Namce of  constellation,

SWAYAMBHU : Self.existent,

SWAYAMVAR: A marden’s choico murnage.

T.

TADIA: A frust of the fan-palm.

TADULI : The full moon day of Ashidh,

TAKSHAK : Name of o snake,

TAL: A kmnd of cymbal.

TALABDIA KOLI: A subudivision of the Koli tribe,
TALKHAMBA: Aghost of nn unmarried Shudra,

TALI: A plate.

TALI BHARANE: A rite porformed-in honour of the god Khondoba,
TALO BHAGAT: Name of a great snint.

TAMASHA : A diverting exhibition ; a show, play, farce, mock fight, ete.
TAMHAN : A flat saucer-like metal plate, .
TAMJAI : Namo of a goddess,

TANYATUN : Lightning.
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T e T
TAPAKRESHWAR 4 namo of Mahgday,
TARA BARAS  Thestar twolfth, the twelfth or the
TARIA TAV  Periodical fever i doy e the < ath of  parson
TARPAN  An offermg of water
TAV A sheot of paper
TAVA A cake fried 11 ofl 1n 8 pon.
TAVO Flat unleavened loaves
TAXAMI: Tho ghost of » woraan dying 1n child bed or monacs,
THAKORII A nams for the Dty
THAL A dush
THANA A station
THANAK Locality
THOR A tree, Euphoria nerifola
TID A locust
TIL Sesamum
TILA The sectarial mark made with coloured earths or ungusnts upon the forehosd
TILAD A smgug eparrow
TINDOTAN A kund of crecper
TIRTHA Yvater used 1n bathuig an 1ol a holy placo
TOLL A weight amonnting o 210 groms.
TOND BHUT An order of evil spisita,
TOSHL A olass of chudels,
TRAVEN A confluence of throe rivers
TRETSYUGY The sceond yugs or ¢ accrr ng to the 1 adu seripturey
TRIS The tturd day of 10 bruht or Tack Lalf of 1 mauth
TRIPINDI & kund of Sked b
TRIPURASUR Name of a demon
TRIPURL PAURNIMA  Tho full moo seday of A drisk
TRISHAVKU “\ame ol a king of the Solar race
TRISHUL A trudent
TUCHAKA 4 mystical mothod
TULA  Laibre
TULSHI~VRAT % vov s ha our of the Talshs or 3 sect bas | pla it
TULST The aweet. bas |
TUNGIAT Nama of a goddess
TURABAT A toml

UBHI  Standing, an order of ghosts
UCHATAN & branch of black magie

UCHCHATAN  Ses Uchstan

UD4 A specios of water spirita

UDAK SHANTI Fropitistion by water

UJAND A ceromony 1 propitiation of the villazegs ly

UJJANL, A fostival in honour of the god Inlea

UKABDI Farth with whics the mitsiage sltar e buat

URO A dung hul

UMA MAHFSH The god Mah{lev and lus wife Pirvati, name of & vuw In honour of them
UMBAR The Indian fig tree

UMPI Name of a Mg g

UNAT MATA Name of a goddess.

UADAR A mouse

UNT A camel

UPADEVA A demigod .
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UPAKARMA : The ceremony of renewing the sacred thread. ’
URAS: A fair held in honour of a Mahomedan saint.
UTAR: A sacrificial offering.

UTTANAPAD : Name of s mythological king
UTTARA-BHADRAPADA: Name of a constellation,
UTTARA-FALGUNI: Name of a constellation.
UTTARASHADHA : Name of a constellation,

V.

VACCHADO : The spirit supposed to cure hydrophobia.
VACCHARO: See Vicchado,
VACHOQO: Even.
VAD: The banyan tree; the dark half of a month.
VADAN : Fried cakes, .
VADHAVO: Odd.
VADYAJAL: Name of a goddess,
VAGADNAR : One who beats musical instruments like drums, '
VAGGAYA: Name of a deity,
VAGH : A tiger,
VAGHAMBARI : Name of a goddess. o
VAGHARAN : A woman of the Vdghri caste.
VAGHESHWARI MATA : Namo of a goddess.
VAGHRI: A caste of Hindus.
VAGHUR DEVI : Name of a goddess.
VAGHVIR : The spirit of a person killed by a tiger.
VAGHYA: A male child offered to the god Khandoba,
VAIRAGI: A recluse.
VAISHAKHA : The second month of the Deccami Hindu and the seventh month of the Gujardt
Hindu calendar year.
VAISHNAVA: Thesect of Hindus devoted to Vishnu,
VAISHVADEYV : An oblation of boiled rice into the fire.
VAISHYA : A trader, the third of the four-fold divisions of Manu.
VAITAL: An order of demi-gods.
VAITALIKA : An attendant of the god Shiva.
VAIVASWAT MANU : Name of the seventh Menu now reigning.
VAJRA: Adamant.
VAJRABAIL: Name of a goddess.
VAJRABATTU : A kind of bead.
TAJRAMAYA : Adamante.
VAIJRESHWARI: Name of a goddess.
VAJRESWARI: Sece Vajreshvari,
VALAM : A mock bridegroom in the Holi festival,
VALAMA VALAMI: A procession of a mock marrniage in the Holi festival.
VALAMI: A mock bride in the Hol;i festival.
VALAND: A caste of barbers or an individual of it.
VALGO SAMACHARI: Death anniversary.
VALLABHACHARYA : A great saint and scholar who founded a sect of Vaishnavism.
VALO: A kind of catéle disease.
VALU : Eccentric. ) '
TAMA-MARGI: A follower of the Vdma-mdrga that is a mode of worship in which the idol is-
worshipped by the left haud, liquor drunk, etc., etc.
VAMAN: A dwarf; name of the fifth incarnation of Vishnu.
VANA-SHASTHI: Name of a Holiday.
VANTRI: An order of ghosts.
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VANZIAPANA Bstrennces

VARADANI  Name of a goddess.

VARADHAN Namoof adety

VAR 1 A boar

VARAHASANIITA o ool a book

VARSHA RITU Tte ra ny soason

VARUL IDlowhteant) Il

VASANA Deste

VASANTAPANCHAMI  The fth day of the brgh ¢ & alf of V54

VASANT RITU  The spe ng

VASH Anoblationof r o an ! awoets oft 1o to crows

VASHIKARAN 4 branc of black m ¢

VASHISHTHA  Namo of & sagn

VASTU Arelgousrtope lornslo enternganowla sa

VASTDEVATA  The gaard ansp r ¢ of bwal ng places

VASTUN  See Vast

VASTUPUTAN  see Vi u

VASU A bull ca)f or bufl bra ded anls tntJbo t

VASUBKRAS Thetw If hdwyof hobr, Fafaf tahv

VASUDEY Y MNameoftio fa ~rof hrslna

VASU DWADAST & ¢ Vasubaras

VASUKI Namn of & snake

VASTU SHANTI  Ses Visto

VATA SAVITRI VRAT Namoaf s vew 6 sarvod by wom o 1tia full vaoon lav of Jyesht 1
VATI A small metal cup

TATRI  See Vit

VAV Areenorofw er s tank

3 43ALI Eccentre

VU Wind thed y presdingovert ow nd

VAYUSUTS  Ansmeof Mir t

VEDA \ame of tho ser ptures of t} e Il aduy

VEDATRAYI The t1res vedss [ ik Yo)us anl “gma.

VEDHA aloumfl o o

VEDIC Relat o to the Vadn asenjon { n the Yolss

V\EHALA A tree B ler ¢ Myrolslas

SELAN Aatek

\ELO  \ereeper

VETAL The lord of ghosts name of s lla o d 5

VETRASARPY A eansat ko han ma » of amskest sexl

VID(SUPARI B livteniles ex

VIDAUT Lghtun,

VATAYADASHAMI Tin tenth das of he be bt halt of fofon

\IILD Lghtan,
VIRRAYM Nameofnk %
VISCAN A Jostial enr
VINAY AR CHATLITHE
AINCHI A f malescory R
VIR A malefinl ghost of an un
NI A Anorderof ghorts ramecfay laadsy
IS Powert

VISHCREY Na o of & constelist on
VISUISHA T1Jy Fpeosl word p

VIHI Acvcleof twentv 3rars

VISHAU Tresondg 1ofUnHnts T s

The fo rth day of Natrdtisfofevery s she

marr wl Rt ate 58
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VISHNUSAHASRANAMA ¢ A book containing tho thousand names of Vishnu,
VISHNUYAGA : A sacrifice in honour of Vishnu,
VISHOTAK : Nam» of & discase,
VISHV AMITRA : Namo of a sage.
VISHWARUPA ¢ That exista an nll forms, an opithet of Vishnu.
- VISHWESHWAR : A name of Shiva,
VISWATL: Ant order of ghosty.
VITHOBA: Nnme of u god,
VISUCHIK.A : Name of n cholera goddeas,
VIVANCHARA : An order of ghosta,
VRAT: A vow.
VRIKODARA : Woll-belhied, nn epathet of Bhimn.
VRINDA: Name of the wife of Jalnndhar, a demon.
VRISCHIKA : Scorpion,
VRISHABHA @ Taurus,
VRITRASAR : Name of ademon,
VRUNDA @ See Vrinda,
VYATIPAT - The seventeenth of the Astrological Yogs (the twenty-soventh part of n circle
measurid on the plane of the Echiptie),

w.

WAD : The banynan tree,

WADL  An ancload prcee of meadow-fioll or parden ground,

W AGH-BARAS  The tuelfth day of dahnin.,

WAGHE . Male ehaddren offered to the god Khandoba,

WAGHESHWARI . Name of o vitlage goddess,

W LGHIKT Name of o deaty,

WLCGHOBA  An onlir of gliosts,

WRGRESHWART @ Narne of « s illage goddess,

W LGHYA  Name of o daty; o male elnld offered to the god Khandoba,

W AMANDWADASHT  1he twelfth day of the bright half of BhdIrapad,

WANT A trader, o geneeal name for all castes of tradlors 1, ¢, banyas

WANPRASTA A Brihman i the third order of lus hfe; a hermit in general.

WARUL  An ant-huill

WATA  Ihe Banyan teee .

WATA-PAURNIMA The [nll moon day of Jyedhthn

WUDA  Incense,

Y.

YADNA  See Yaynn

VADNOPAVIT The sacred thread worn by Brahimans,

YADNYA. See Yo

YAJAMAN A hoat; a person perfornung a saeritice.

YAJINNA: A sacnifice

YAKSHA . A class of demi-gods, attendant on Kubera and employed n gusrding his treasures.

YAKSHINI. A female Yahehn ; a fairy.

YALLAMMA : Name of o groddess,

YAMA - The God of death

YAMADUTA : A messonger of tho god of death,

YAMAGHANTA : A Yoq or conjunction of tunes, Wiz, a Sunday-faling upon the second day of the
bright or dark half of a month; o Friday falling upon the third lunar day,
ote,, cte.

YAMALOKA . The region of Yama.

YAMADPURI: The city of the god of death

YANTRA : A mystical formula or diagram,
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YOGA Religious an | abutract maditati m
Y0GA VARG The path of me ltats 1
LOUASUTL 4 Nameof uwurk 1y § ilanjadi e ntwnnng of horwns of th o wer new of Yoot
YOGV ASHISTHA Nam s worh o plil wopht.

0TI\ L mnwearo of dustaco et £y eight il o

YUDRISHTHIP Anepith t { Diarma theoliat of th Pl o Trothors

z

ZOMIADL A fomale opimt gaar ling tho will izo gat w

ZAMPANADT  in order of glonty

ZANZARKA Namoof a g>ldew

ZANZIRA A lkind of magie meantation

ZAR: Fever

ZARMAN ZARY €V \ coremony 10 whiok 8 waman [ tch + water for t1 7 st Lim, after sholivery,
ZILAKLSHWAR A numo of Mahd leva

ZIND Smalt

ZOD  An order of ¢l usts









